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had been an explorer in the wilds of Africa My mother
had been nearly eaten in a canmibal vllage I could
hardly expect such prvileges 1n India, yet even at this
date, 1t was obvious that thus was the country with
which I was most akin and which would offer many
adventures 1 the realm of the muind and spise.
I did not want to be a *misssonany 1 the ordinary
sense of the word, but T was greatdy anterested an the
hife It so happened that about thus time there
was founded 1n Poonz a menastic Ashram on hiberal
Christian hines which assoctated Indian and Luropesn
members on terms of complete equality (2 rather un
usual thing i those days) and which was more anterested
1 scholarship than an proselyunng  In jomming s, my
mamn aterest w23 to study the relations between
Chrnistsansty and Hinduum and to see how far Christan
sty 1 India could put on 2 mare appropriate onental
gath  In Poona we lwed i umple Indian syle, wore
khadr drews went barefoot or in sandals sat and alept on
the floar, ate Indian food  We bkt 3 beauntsful Lidde
Church in the siyle of a Hindo temple and aty sefvices
followed the mode! of the Eavtern Orthodox Church and
had vanous oriental elements. I myself wrote a number
of small bools ta dluurate the intimate relstions
between Eastern and Western mvuenm  one of them
Chnsian Dhyana compared the teachings of Yoz with
those of the anonymous fourteenthcentury mystic who
wrote The Cloud of Unkne.ing another expounded
the wdeas of Richard Rolle in terms of Indan Bhakg
religion, a third tried to show how St Francis of Awm
fitted 1nto the Indian wene I was then 3 despman
of the Church of Fagland,
In Januxry 1928 there occurred an ovent which was

wul
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to dusturb and change my whole Mfe 1 visited the
Sabarmat; Ashram and met Mahatma Gandhr

At this ume, the National Movement of India had
nisea to 2 putch of smeenty and devouon that has rarely
been equalled tn the poliucal upheavals of the world.
The Ashram sself, standing on she tall banks of the
Ssbarmau Ruver, was the home of some hundreds of
people marked by that quet and disaiphined devouon
to hard work 2nd to the poar which has always been
charactenistic of the best type of Congressman  Among
therz Gandhys walked m almost unearthly digmity and
beauty That was the frst thing that struck me about
tam~tus beauty, and the mner spintual power that
transtormed hus Erail body and filled the enure place
with kindhness and love

From that moment I was doomed. Alwzys 2
sympathenc fellow traveller, 1 now became an ardent
disaple. 1 took up spmuing: T howted the Congress
flaz over the Poona Ashram, my scrmons became a
mixture of Chnstan and Gandhsan ideals, I wrote a
booklet alled Chnst and Salyagraka to show, contrary
ta e accepted ecdenasucal tradition of the day {that
Chnsuans were bound to aceept the established order),
that 1 fact they had wore often been of the opposition
and that there was no reason why they should not take
part 1n 2 movement for freedom which was based an
mth enentially Chnstun sdeals as Trath 2nd Non
:\?‘l;nm Al thys, somewhat naturally, was not regarded

any very grest enthusiaen by the authonties of
m};‘a State or Church,
othing brought home to me the

e el

Lt st when 1 invited Regunald Reynolds to give a
-3
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lecture 1o the Ashram on the Gandhian philosophy 1t
was the Archdeacon and not the Commusoner of FPoliee
who put me on the carpet It 33ys much far the Chrnta
Seva Sangh that 1t thd not allon the constant pressure
from the Church leaders and maewing wmations
from the CID to turn it ande from what 1t felt to be
nght. With the full approvel of the other members
for example I entertvned Mr Subhas Chandra Bose and
at the end of 1929 1 was allowed to arcept an imsation
From Sardar Vallabhbha Pate) to vant Gujarat and make
an nquicy iata police repression of the No-Tax
Campaign that hd been started there  Thus cxmpagn
was on a very wide scale and the Gavernment had taken
strong measures 1o counter 3 $0 strong ndeed that in
many places the whole population had mgrated smto
the neighbourning Baroda State 1 vinted over sixty
siflages in five talukas—Anand Nadiad Borsad Barndoh
and Jalalpur—and wrote a report whah appesred first
1 the Bombay Chromele and later a3 a small bookler
In the Deserted Ustlages of Guyarat  In thu § appealed
to the Chnstian  Gosgrament to put all they know
of the prinaples of Chrst o the gondict of public
affais 10 Gujarat 50 that whatever the 1we of the
present strugzle may be thes will have proserved intacy
the authority of Law the sanctity of Justece and lelt
behund no herdaze of itter memntyes

1 tpent longy periods i the Sabarmad Ashram and
during the following vear o gradually became evideny
that T wae driftung away from oy {Rends in Poona and
was an inaeanng embarraument o them 1 decrded
1o leave the Chrita Seva Sangh and sart on my awn

Rt not entirely on my own Whsle T st at Foona
the Ashram attracted 1o §ts membeyship & number of

ES
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semarkable Indians amony whom was one who was to
be my liclong fnend and ally Thu was Shamrao
Havale whote name appears frequently these pages
and who needs therefore 2 few words of introduction

Sharran was born 1o Madhe near Sholapur and when
thus Duary opens was about thity years of age. He was
cducated at the Wilson High School 1n Bombay and at
the Rajaram College Kolhapur his brotber Dr B P
Hvale 13 well known tn western Indea as the founder
of a Hoursting College n Abmednagar Shamrao
accompanied me on the Gujarat quuy m 1929 and
we have worked together ever since except for a brief
interlude 1 1921 when be went 1o England to study at
Mufield for Holy Orders, This project he abandoned
on heaning that 1 had left the Christa Seva Sangh and
when Gandhiy came to London for the Round Table

Conference be jouned hus party 2nd travelled back to
India with him,

Shamrao has an

y warmth znd h Y
about him and within 2 very short ume of our arnival
in Karanpa he had established humsell as the Chhota
Bhas the httle brother of the people and as ther guyde
philosopher and nend. 1t soon berame the custom for
any besman who was 1 trouble 10 go to Chhota
Bha for help and be has brought comfort and re
anyrance 1nto many thousands of lives. Once when
n old woman lay dyng she would not sce any of her
telatons but called conlinually for Shamrae  One day
8 Gond Iriend sad 1o bum  Before You came here the
hes of those who oppressed us turned up to the

&y but now they droop 10 the ground  He has never
1 outnder he 1s never superiar never looks dawn

% anyone or tnes to wpldt hum. To hym every

xt
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lecture an the Ashram on the Gandiuan philosophy, st
was the Archdeacon and not the Commssioner of Polie
who put me on the carpet It says much for the Chtista
Seva Sangh that st did not allow the constant pressure
from the Church leaders and ncreasng umtatons
from the CID to turn «t aside from what 1t felt o be
nght. With the full approval of the other members
for example I entertasned Mr Subhas Chandra Bose and
at the end of 1929 I was allowed to accept an musation
from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel to visst Guparat and make
an anquiry nto pohce repression of the NoTax
Campasgn that had been started there  This campagn
Wwas on a very wide scale and the Government had taken
strong measures 1o counter 1t so strong indeed that sn
many places the whele population had mygated uite
the neighbouring Baroda Swate I visted over sixty
willages 1n five talukas—Anand Nadizd Borsad Bardols
and Jalalpur—and wrote a report uwhich appeared first
m the Bombay Chromiele and fater as a small booklet,
In the Deserted Villages of Gugarat  In thus I appealed
to she ‘Christaan ' Government 1o put all they kpow
of the principles of Christ snfo the conduct of public
affays 1n Gujparat so that whateser the nsue of the
present strugele may be they will hase presenied sntact
the authorsty of Law the sanctty of Jusnee and left
behind no hertage of tntrer wemortey

1 spent long peniods i the Sabarmars Ashram and
during the followsng year st gradually became evident
that 1 was dnfuag away from my Iriends in Poona and
wat an ncreasing cmbarrassment to them  § deaded
10 leave the Chnsta Seva Sangh and start on my own

But not entirely on my own  While I was at Foona
the Asheam d ta 15 ber of

x
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remarkable Indians, among whom was one Who was 10
be my Welong Irend and afly This was Shamrao
Hivale, whose name appears frequently m these pages,
and who needs, therefore a few words of introducuion
Shamrao was bors 1n Madhe near Sholapur and when
thus Duary opents was about thurty years of age. He was
educated at the Wilson High Sehool m Bombay and 2t
the Rajaram College, holhapur, his brotber Dr B P
thvale 13 well known 1n western India as the founder
of 2 founstung College in Ahmednagar Shameace
accompanied e oft the Guparat snquury in 1929 and
we have worked cogether ever nunce, except for a bref
nterfude 1n 1931 when ke went to England to study at
Mirficld for Holy Orders Thu project be abandoned
on hearing that I had lefr the Chnista Seva Sangh, and
when Gandhi came to Landan for the Round Table
Conference be joined hu party and travelled back to
Indn with hno
Shamrao has an extraordinary warmth and humamty
about him and within a very short time of our arrival
tn harznja he had established humsel! as the Chhota
Bhay, the little brother of the people, and as thewr gurde,
philosopher and [nend. It soom became the cusiom for
any mbesman who way 1 trouble to ‘go to Chhota
Bha’ for help and be hay brought comfort and re-
anurance into many thousands of lnes. Once, when
an ofd woman lay dywtg she wauld not see any of her
relations bue called contnually for Shamrao  QOne day
1 Gond {niend sind to ham * Refore you came here the
mowtahes of those who oppressed us turned up to the
been 0 the ground.’ He has never
an outnider; he 18 never supenior; neser looks down
O anyome or thes to ‘yphlt’ hun. To hym every

=
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mndsidual 13 2 world and he accepts each chuld or grow
mg youth or poor old woman not as a ‘e’ but 23
a human personalty, a sacred thing to be respected and
losed i whose sorrows and anvietses he himelf must
share  He 15 always accessible and m haranpa used to
be compared to 1 Hindu widow {old style) at the beck
and call of everyone who wanted um no task beng too
small too humble or too unpleasant.

Some years ago he wrote a vivid monograph on a
tribe allied to the Gonds The Pardhans of the Upper
Narbads Valley For he has the advantage over many
professional anthropalogusts 1n having the complete con
fidence of hus people 1 bemng 1ble to e among them
and watch their fortunes year after year m speaking
their language perfectly and i hang a great store of
mmagnatve sympathy 1 hus heart. M T hasve sometimes
gently pulled his feg in the Diary that follows that 18
the pnivilege of many years of fnendship

I w3 of course deprned of s aduce during 1931
when I was trying to make up my mund what I should
do Some of my friends wanted me to follow sn the
footsteps of C F Andrews as a {ree lance sem: politieal
worker I myself had an idea of gomg to hie wmong
the untouchables and trying to do something {or them—
1t will be remembered that untouchability wat a wen
Iive 1ssue at that tme  Then one day as I was drving
through the streets of Ahmedabad with Sardar Vallabh
bhae Patel and Seth Jamnalal Bajay I heard for the
first time 1 my hife—from the lips of Jamnalalj—the
magic word *Gond  He uvrged me to go to the Central
Provinces and take up the cause of the tnbes who were
then almost entirely neglected  We discussed the matees
with Gandhips and he approved

xi
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In October, therefore, I st out on 2 long tour with
Acharya hnpalani, pardly to search for 2 sunable place
for 2 setdlement mn the Gond area of Betul and Chhund
wara, 3nd party to spread the message of khadi and the
Gandhuan 1dead n general  We travelled wdely in the
Central and United Provinces, as they were then called,
pursued everywhere by the police and reported, generally
incorreatly, by the CID In Bewd and Chhundwara,
offiial opposition was 50 strong that none of the local
landlords sympathetic 23 they were, dated to gue us
land. We completed the tour at the end of December
and went down to Bombay to welcome Gandhiyi—and
Shamrao~on their return from England

What happened then ts stiil vissd m my memory and
T will quote an account of 1t that I wrote ar the hme
for Gandhip s arrest had a profound effect both on my
own thinkung 20d au fy later fortunes

Gandhigt was staying in a house cilled Man: Blunan
and he mwited Shamrao and myself to stay with bim
there  There was great exatement n the aty, the
Viceroy had inally rejected the Congress offer of peace,
2nd the zrrest of natonal leaders was expected at any
moment.

“But when we reached Man: Bhuvan and chimbed to
the roof we found a grear seremty i astomshing
contrast 10 the crowds and turmoil owtside  The roof
2 charming place Low tents have been erected, and
there are palms and plants  at least 300 people can
mther there. It 15 ol and you can sce the stars
ﬁ;&m w3 atung at the wheel quiedy spmmng He

already begun b weekly slence 1 carried on &
@1euded consersation with bum and he wrote down hus
Quttuons and replies  Shamrao thanked him for hus

%113
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Kindness to him on the voyage Then Shamrao and 1
retired to the smaller tent and Bapu lay down abont
three yards from us while some thuty others lty on
the roof under the canvas shelter Mrs Gandhr and
Mirabehn gave us 2 dehaons supper of dates nuts and
frut - Bue T could pot sleep 1 felt I had o keep vignl
and for hours 1 was under those splendid stars that
rose tier upon tier above me while beside me Bapu
slept hike a2 chuld commutted to Ins Fathers hands I
thought of Christ going up to Jerusalem his eyes filled
with deterrmnatton and courage and I seemed to sece
the Spirst of Christ travelling the centurses hike 1 bright
sword turned agamnst all wrong and anjustice  Among
these sleeping friends so dear to us brave pnre hearted
sincere  the st of Love was mandest and uncon
querable

‘At Jast I lay down on a hastily improsused bed and
fell 1nto a heavy sleep It seemed ns af T had slept all
my hfc when suddenly hike the commg of a dream
there was a stir and a whisper  The police have come ”
We started up and I stw what I will never forget~a
fully umformed Commussioner of Police at the foot of
Bapus bed and Bapu just waking a lutle bewildered
looking old fragile and rather pathetic with the muus
of sleep stl] on his face ‘ Mr Gandhi st i3 my
duty to arrest you A beauuful smle of welcome
broke out on Bapu's face and now he looked young
strong and confident. He made signs to show that
he was keeping slence  The Commissioner smiled
and wath greae courtesy sad I should like you to be
ready in half an hour s time It was fise minutes pay
three. Bapu looked at s watch and the Commyssioner
said * Ah the famous watchf”  And they boek taughed

nv
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beartly  Bapu took a penal and wrote I will be
ready to come with you 1n holf an hour  The Commrs-
nontr tnd s hand on Bapu s shoulder with a gesture
10 full of affecion that 1 thought 1t was an ewbrace
wntl € realaed that 1t was the formal token of arrest
Bapu then deaned hus teeth and retwed for » moment,
The door was guarded but all of us who were on the
toof 53t round 1 2 arde ¥ Jooked out onto the yoad
where some had been keeping all might vigit and where
a2 hitde crowd very quiet and orderly had coltected
but there were no specal police precauuons  Bapu
then 32t n the midst of o for the prayers and we sang
together the Song of the true Vauhnava, Then Bapu
ook penal and paper and wrote a few messages some
lagt tnstructions to s followers and a letter to Sardar
Vallabhbhay which was as follows  “ Infinnte 15 Gods
merey ™ {these were the G131 words to be wntten after
hisareeuy  Please tell the people never ta swenve from
truth and non violence  Never to finch but to gue
their hises and all to win Swaray™ He then wrote a
shott note and gave it to me

“\fy daar Elwyn

1 am 0 glad you have come, 1 would Like you your

it to el your countsymen that I love them &en 23
Uove my own countrymen 1 ave never done anything
towards them in hatred or malice and God wilhng 1
shall never do anything in that maaner 1o future. 1am
acting no dilferently towards them now from what 1 have

done under umilar arcumstances towards my own kuh
ad ban

with love

yours
M K. Gandh1”
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"Then Bapu stood up to take farewell It was a
strange sight  The police at the door, Mimbechn and
Devadas busthing to and fro with the baggage which was
already packed Bapu surrounded by his fnends many
of them 15 tews  Mrs Gandhu with tears runamg down
her cheeks sud * Can't you take rae with you? Exery
one in turn touched s feet and when T smd goodbye
he pulled my ear with 1 beautsful smile and gave me
quite 2 good sfap on the side of my face  He was fufl
of joy and laughter Then folloned by the whole
company he went downstmrs  But Shamrao and I
watched from the roof The tiny figure got mto the
car and the aond suiged round ¢t It ws 2 wonderful
tribute to Indi1s nonsvwlence that there were only a
few policemen and they were able to be i the mdst
of the oond withour fear of danger Just at that
moment 3 message came 1o say that Sardar Valiabhblm
the Congress Prenident was also arrested  And then the
crowd scattered as the car beaning the very soul of India
drove away through the dark and deserted streets

Among the mstructions seribbled f{or Mahades Desu
after the arrest was one asking me to go to the North
West Fronner Province to ducorer what was realhy
hapyp gy there  Dusq g reports had filtered down
to Bombry about the sexere repression of the Red
Shirt  VMorement nd suice no journatins were admatied
and all press reports were strictly censored there was
great coneern abont the fate of the brne warlibe Pathans
who had so surprivingly adopted Gandhupi s non violent
technique  The following week therefore Shamrao and
T left Bombay for Peshawar

There 1% no room here to tell of our adventures
which were exciting nor of our discosendt which were

xvi
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little to the credut of the loal police and military  We
simed hobat and Utmanza and 2 number of other
villages and on the Jast day went up the hhyber Pass
On out return T acrested my things were searched,
and we were deported from the Province under the
escort of a dozen armed policemen

One thing that gave me great satisfaction was that
1 manazed to hude all my notes as well as certain papers
which would have brought some of the Peshawar people
1o trouble had they been found 1n a packet of Force
This stood like Poes Purlowned Letter 1n full view on
2 table in our room and though the police searchers
went throuzh everything else with humiliating attention,
they ignored the innocentlooking packet of breakfst
cereal 1 camnied gt down in triumph to Bombay and
¥as able to wnite and publish 2 report in conscquence
This was immediately declared forfeir to Hix Majesty
and though it was reissued n London later for many
years cven 1 myself was unable 1o get a copy

Now in Dombay we had to face another problem
Shamrao had returned from England and saenificed hus
tugher education to work for the tnbal people My
own snchintion was in the same direcion  Dut now,
and speaally mince Gandhips amest and my own
Stporation 2 good deal of pressure was put on me to
enter poliics.  For example at this time the Conaress
21 planning 1o appoint a senies of Presidents which
would indude of every and
Irrnalaly asked me o 1 would bt willing 1o become
Prendent when it was the turn of an Englihman to
Otcupy that high office. 1t mould not, he pomted out,
Tean 3 great deal of work, for 1w,
arrested and imprisoned withun a

ould certainly be
week, 1 told tum
. xif
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"Then Bapu stood up to take farewell Tt was 2
strange sight  The police at the door, Mirtbehn and
Devadas busthing to and fro with the baggage which was
already packed Bapu surrounded by hs friends many
of them m tewrs  Mrs Gandhr wath tears runming down
her cheeks sud * Can't you take me with you?" Every
one mn turn touched his feet and when I said goodbye
he pulled my ear with a beautiful smule and gmve me
qinte a good slap on the side of my face  He was full
of joy and laughter Then Iolloned by the whole
compiny he went downstmrs But Shamrao and I
watched from the roof The tmy ficure got mnto the
car and the crond surged round 1t It was a wonderful
tnibute to Indias non violence that there were only 2
few policemen and they were able to be in the mudst
of the crowd without ferr of danger Just at that
moment 2 message came to say that Sardar Vallabhbha
the Congress President was also arrested  And then the
crond scattered as the car beanng the veny soul of India
drove away throngh the dark and deserted streets®

Among the mnstructions saribbled for Mahadeo Desas
after the arrest was one asking me to go to the North
West Frontter Province to discover what was really
hapy g there  Disq & reparts had filtered down
ta Bombay 1bout the severe repression of the Red
Sturt  Movement and since no journalists were admitted
and all press reports were strictly ecnsored there way
great concern about the fate of the brave warlike Pathans
who had so surprisingly adopted Gandhip s non violent
techruique  The following week thesefore Shamrzo and
1 left Bombay for Peshawar

There 15 no room here 1o tell of our adventures
which were exaung nar of our discorenses which were

xvi
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Satpurs Hills. Go a hawrs breadth from ats tait and
there 15 haranpia.

As described 1n the Diary we were fortunate to find
2 little hull overlooking the Pignims Way that goes up
to Amarkantak cleven miles distant where the Narbada
Ruer mises and here we built the small buts of mud
wattle and thatch which consututed the Ashram  In
those early days all round us Iay the vast mystenous
forest whose slence was broken at mght only by the
roar of the tiger or the high melancholy call of the deer

The Ashram looked exactly like part of the village
which lay around and below 1t for 1t was our policy
from the fiest to build eserything in the Gond style
Al the houses were of mud and thatch the walls covered
with Gond decorations and there was no furniture
which could not be matched sn the willage sselt At
the same ume the Ashram was different in that st
attempted 1o demonstrate what a willage might be like
The hurs were clean and wellventilated everywhere
there were flowers and frust trees, proper houses for
poultry and cattle and many pus for refuse and manure.
There was 2 good system of pat fatnines.  The Gond
witor therefore found himself perfectly at home and
et at the same time even without 2 word being spoken
had the chanee 1o Yeam somethung that he could take
back to tus own village,

Entering the settlement by a long flight of steps jou
ame it to 2 tny mud chapel of St Franas which
w33 used by the Christian members of the Ashram. The
Aviam was founded on a prinaple of complete Tehigp
out equalty and toleration it was not of course a
™ 5 onary wady s members were drawn from all
commun tes but no one was asked to surrender the

xix
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that I was willing and I have sometimes wondered what
would have happened if I had gone through with it

But when Shamrao and I talked st over we came to
the conclusion that this was not really our hine 1 have
always been a hutle doubtful of the value of the inter
vention of European political amateurs wn matters at
which they are not expert  And so we deaded to keep
to our origmnal plan of going 1nto the Gond country tn
the Central Provinces

As I had been unzble to get land i Betul and most
of my friends were now n jatl I asked the Bishop of
Nagpur (for 1t must be remembered I was suil a loyal
tf somewhat heretical member of the Church of
England) for s advice This was Dishop Wood 2
brave swong man with a sincere affection for the tribes
and an equal devotion to the Brish Government s
biographer says of hum  How fully he had won the
confidence of Government 13 evident from the fact that
w hus third year e India he was awarded the haser§
Hind Medal  In hus dealings with us he fully jusuficd
that confidence

The Buhop recommended haranpia a Gond village
1 the Matkal Hills as parucularly suuable for me  Of
the last five Europeans to stay there he powted out
with rehish four had died within a year Thus sounded
very much what we wanted and so on the 28th of
January 1932 Shamrao and I started out and I began
the dhary recorded in the followmng pages

It 13 easy to find the posstian of the lle vitlage of
haranjia even on a map of the wordld  Trace the course
of the great Narbada Ruver from its mouth on the west
coast to tts sacred source amid the castern spurs of the

xviil
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Satpura Hills Go a hairs breadth from 13 wl and
there 18 haranpa.

As described 1n the Diary we were fortunate to find
a hutle hill overlooking the Pilgrims Way that goes up
1o Amarkantak eleven miles distant where the Narbada
Ruver rises and here we buidt the small huts of mud
watile and thatch which constituted the Ashram® In
those early days all round us lay the vast mystenous
forest whose silence was broken at might only by the
roar of the uger or the high melancholy cali of the deer

The Ashram looked exactly like part of the willage
which lay around and below 1t for 1t was our policy
from the first to build everything n the Gond style
All the houses were of mud and thatch the walls covered
with Gond decorations and there was mo furnutuze
which could not be matched n the village wself. At
the same tune, the Ashram was different 1n that it
attempted to demonstrate what a village might he hike
The huts were clean and well ventilated  everywhere
there were flowers and frumt trees proper houses for
poultry and cattle and many pats for refuse and manure
There was 2 good system of pit latrines  The Gond
vintor therefore found himself perfectly at home and
yet at the same tume even without a word being spoken
bad the chance to leam somethung that he could take
back to his own village.

Entering the setdement by a long fight of steps you
ame fit 1o a uny mud chapel of St Franas which
was used by the Christian members of the Ashram  The
Ashram was founded on a prinaple of complete rehg
ous equality and toleration 1t was not of course a
miuenary socety  1ts members were drawn from all
commumties  but no one was atked to surrender the
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that I was willing and I have sometimes wondered what
would have happened of T had gone through with 1.

But when Shamrao and I talked 1t over, we came to
the conclusion that this was not really our hine I have
always been a lute doubtful of the value of the snter
vention of European political amateurs mn matters at
which they are not expert  And 30 we deaded to keep
to our orignal plan of gomng into the Gond counuy in
the Central Provinces

As I had been unable to get land wn Betul and most
of my friends were now sn jasl, I asked the Bishop of
Nagpur (for st must be remembered 1 was sull a loyal
1t hat  heretical ber of the Church of
England) for his advice This was Bushop Wood a
brave, strong man, with a sincere affection for the tribes
and an equal devotion to the Britsh Government  His
biographer says of him  “How fully he had won the
confidence of Government 1s cvident from the fact that
tn hus therd year i India he was awarded the hasers
Hind Medal® In his dealings with us he fully justified
that confidence.

The Bishop recommended Raranpa, 2 Gond village
sn the Matkal Hills as partccularly suitable for me  Of
the last five Europeans to stay there, he pomted out
with rehish four had died wathin a year  This sounded
very much what we wanted and so on the 2Bth of
January 1932 Shamrao and I started out and I began
the diary recorded 1n the following pages.

It 18 easy to find the posion of the hude village of
Karanjta even on a map of the world  Trace the course
of the great Narbada Ruver from its mouth on the west
coast 1o its sacred source armd the eastern spurs of the
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Satpura Hulls Go 2 hairs breadth from ts tad and
there 1s Karanpa.

‘A3 descrabed 1n the Diary we were fortunate to find
2 hutle il overlocking the Filgnms Way that goes up
to Amarkantak eleven miles distant where the Narbada
Ruver rses and here we built the small huts of mud
watde and thatch which constituted the Ashram  In
those early days all round us lay the vast mystenous
forest whose suence was broken at might only by the
roar of the uger or the lugh melancholy call of the deer

The Ashram looked exactly like part of the village
which Jay around and below 1t for 1t was our policy
from the frst to budd eserything m the Gand style
All the houses were of mud and thatch the walls covered
with Gond decorztions and there was po furmture
which could not be matched w the wilage nself At
the same time the Ashram was different 1 that wt
attempted to demonsizate what a village might be lke
The buws were cean and well venulated everywhere
there wese flowers and fruit trees, proper houses for
poultry and cattde and many puts for refuse and manure
These was a good spstem of put latrines. The Gound
visitor therefore found himself perfectly at home and
yet at the same tme even without 2 word being spoken
had the chance to learn something that he could ke
back to hus own village

Entening the setdement by z long fighs of steps yor
came first to 3 uny mud chapel of St Francss which

was usedd by the Chnstian members of the Ashram T
Ashram was founded on a ‘ by

prinaple of complete rel

ous equality and tolerauon 1t was not opi cnum:g‘l
S ondry society ats members were drawn from all
commuatties but no one was asked to surrender the
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tenets of his faith, or to cease its practice.  We did not.
in fact, aim at a syncretistic unifying of theologies, but
rather at demonstrating that it was possible for behevers
in different religions to live and work together as one
family, Qur Mussalman was a good Mussalman; our
Hindu members observed the tenets of their religron;
and in the same way the Chnstian members tried to
follow, howerver imperfectly, the ideals of St Franas of
Asusi,

The Chapel of St Francis was a tiny building in the
middle of a large court, i the front part of which was
the hibrary, office and sittingrooms The whole was
surrounded by a high wall  In front of the chapel was
2 flagstalf (esscntal to any place of worship in the
Gondwana) carrying the saffton flag of renunciation,
and at sts foot on a hule cowdunged platform grew
the sacred tulss tree Round the chapel was the flower-
garden, in memory of St Francs' wish that gardens
should be made so that all who sw them should re
member the Eternal Beawty In front of the whole
budding was the place of the morming and evening
prayer, on the edge of the hull, and from here there was
a wonderful view of forest, valiey and mountain

You went along the hull, which wax sheltered by trees,
many of them laden with swect smeliing floners, and
rexched the dupensary—Premayatna, the Howse of
Compassion  This was well equipped with medicines
and willagers came to 1t from a radws of forty mules
It was the only dispensary aleng a man road of seventy
five mues. but there was 2 small Government dupensary
across country twenty mules away

Next came the Relectory for rendent members which
again, following the Gond wyle, wat made up of three
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lide buts—a kichen diningroom and sworehouse
Round the Refectory was a vegetable garden and fruit
trees were planted m the neighbourhood of zll the
bnldings—-mango plantain  papaya orange fig sour
lime guava Next door was the Aitralaya House of
Friendship where npauents pilgnms and  other
visstors could stay and opposite was a chickert run and
the House of the Bull where an attempt was made to
smprove the breed of the willage Juestok Farther
long the hull was the Apb khana or Place of Wonders
in otber words the Museum a very popular bulding
and then came the largest of our establishments the
Vidyamandrr Interally Temple of Knowledge or in
plam English the School There was room for fifty
boarders and 2 hundred others The school was co-
educational and a very fair proportion of gurls attended
Here also was the carpenters shop and the tatloring
department  Bevond the schoo! the hull became wild
and thickly wooded and the little path wound 1n and
out of trees tll 1t reached a gate beyond which no one
mught go without pernusson  This was the Leper
Refuge where fifteen or sixteen Jepers hned and recened
treatment in a beauuful lietle home with a garden 1n
which they ook great pride

Thie was the centre Round 1 hudden away n
remote valleys or m the mudst of the forest there were
tizht branch Ashrams within a radius of as many miles.
Fach of thete had 1ts rendent worker school Hinds
hbory and smafl dupensary fited with the simplest
mediones. Once 3 week all the workers gathered at
Raranya for conference.  Model dlasses were given and
the plan of wark for the coming week deaded  Thys
WA mecessary because the workers were themselyes
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tenets of his faith, or to cease its practice. We did not,
in fact, aim at a syncretistic unifying of theologies, but
rather at demonstrating that it was possible for believers
in different religions to live and work tagether as one
family. Our Mussalman was a good Mussalman; our
Hindu members abserved the tenets of their religion:
and in the same way the Christian members tried to
follow, however imperfectly, the ideals of St Francis of
Assisi,

The Chapel of St Francis was a tiny building in the
middle of a large court, in the front part of which was
the library, office and sittingrooms. The whole was
surrounded by a high wall. In front of the chapel was
a fagstalt (esscntial to any place of worship in the
Gondwana) carrying the saffron flag of renunciation,
and at its foot on a linde cow-dunged platform grew
the sacred tulsi trce.  Round the chapel was the flower-
garden, in memory of St Francis’ wish that gardens
should be made so that all who smw them should re-
ntember the Eternal Beauty. In front of the whole
building was the place of the morning and evening
prayer, on the edge of the hill, and from here there was
2 wonderful view of forest, valley and mountain.

You went along the hill, which was sheltesed by trees,
many of them laden with sweetsmelling flowers, and
reached the dispensary—Premayaina, the House of
Compassion.  This was well equipped with medicines
and villagers came to it from a radius of forty miles
1t was the anly dispensary along a main road of seventy
five miles, but there was a small Government dispensary
3cTass country twenty smiles away.

Next came the Refectory for resident members which
again, folfowing the Gond style, was made ap of three
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of he has leamnt 3 hitle carpenury o tailonng he an
make a few things for sale or at Jeast mend s dothes
and so make them last Tonger and be will not waste hus
maney (1f hns education has been on proper Lines) on
weddinge funenals Lwgauon and castedmners We
found that one of the great dificultes 1 uppraving the
fot of the willager was that as soon as we belped am
10 make  little money he poured 1t away an some tribal
extravazance  Here caste had proved a great cusse to
the trihes and large sums of money were wasted
expenuive penalty dinners for every kund of fault.

My use of the word caste will surpnse those who
1 Asam for example have been accustomed to regard
the tnibes as altogether outside the castesystem  But
the Gonds of the Mandla Distnet were largely de-
trbalized they had Jost their own language worshipped
Hindy gods dressed like the ordinary peasants of the
neghbourhood Tt was taboo for them to weave  Therr
culture was concentrated 1n the dance and song at
whuch they were very good. And s the xeader wall
note the Gond willages had a number of non tribals
tiving 1n them there were Mussalmans, Hindu mer
dhanty  hquor vendors  landlords moneylenders and

others.  We could hardly bane chosen a less fasourable
place for the p of musenm

p % had
that really been our intention When we went to
haranpa [ Bad n far as 1 b pened
a book an anthry

pology cur tnterest was entirely
humanitarian
Lhave had 1o give the poliucal as I shall shortly give
the rehgons, background of our butory for 2 spedial
¥eason Yo will be noted that there e a gRp 1 the Diary
between the 15th of June and the ls¢ of November 1932,
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sillagers without any very advanced education and
thus way they not only took thear part 1 the fight aganst
tHiteracy but they alto tramed themsches to be feaders
of their own people  There were between three and
four hundred duldren m the schools most of them
belonging to the Gond and other tribes

The prevention of disease 13 of prumary importance
m India  In every school we had regular courses of
lectures about the human body samtaton and the
contmon diseases  Anttmalarial measures are not very
successful 1n a forest area since short of cutting down
the trees 1t 18 mmpossible to destroy the breeding places
of mosquitoes but we managed to sell 2 good many
mosqusto nets {a real tniumph) and of course the dustrs
bution of quimne never ceased  Water borne diseases
were also 2 constint menace and we had a programme
of well making 1 villages where the water supply way
bad  Another great enemy was venereal diseases snd
simple sex teaching was of great smpartance

At this time thercfore we saw things very simph
we had to wark for the heakth of the community
we had to see that there was enough food and char
tt way properly cooked then we had to belp the
people to get more money nd finally we had 1o gue
themn sufficient knowledge and of the right Lingd 1o enable
them to use thewr leisure properly  The firse of thewe
aums 3t secured by dupenaries health propagands and
the cleaning of sillages the second by the improsement
of agriculture and the education of grls speoally of
they an be given some tramng o the domestse arts and
saences. 'The third and fourth are to no small extent
the frults of education The educated Gond iy lews
Lilely to be swndled when he takes his goods to market
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it he has learnt a huile carpentry or tadonng he ¢an
make a few things for sale or at least mend hus dothes
and 30 mate them lase tonger 2nd he will not waste s
maney (if s education has been on proper Tines) on
weddmgs fonerals Linganon and casteduners We
found that one of the great difficultzes m xmproving the
lot of the willager was that as soon as we helped him
10 make & little money he poured st away an some tribal
exmravagance  Here caste had proved a great curse to
the tribey and large sums of money were wasted m
expensne penalty dinners for every kind of fault.

My use of the word caste will surprise those who
in Astam for example have been accustomed to regard
the tubes a3 altog outside the castesyst Bur
the Gonds of the Mandla Dutner were largely de-
tnbahred they had lost thewr own language worshipped
Hindu gods, dressed ke the ordinary peasants of the
neighbourhood. Tt was taboo for them to weave  Thewr
wlture was concentrated 1o the dance and song at
which they were very good. And as the reader will
note the Gond wilages had a number of non tribals
Ining in them there were Mussalmans Hindu wmer
chants  Liquor vendors landlords moneylenders and
others. We could hardly have chosen 2 less favourable
place for the pi on of * museum sp ’, had
that really becn our intention  When wi
Rasanpa I bhad n far as X b

3 book on anthropology our interest was el;_mdy
humsntanan,

e went to
J

1have had to give the politacal as T shall short!

the rehzions, background of our tustory for a 5Yp::ﬁ
reatan e will be nioted that there s a £2p mn the Deary
between the 15tk of June and the 1st of November 1932
xxis
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During this period, I went to Europe, pactly for family
reasons but manly to do something 1o acqualnt people
in the West with what was happening in Indi. [
contacted sympathizers sith India in France and taly,
and m England gave Jecturss and met a number of
those who we thought might be able 10 help tonards 2
speedy eolution, including Lord Irwin and Lord Sankey,
then Lord Chancellor,  The Secretary of State for India,
Sir Samucl Hoare, however, vefused to see me, it wonld
be improper, fie sawd, for hum to do o, m vizw of my
cninasms of s admmstration

But Sir Samucel was not content with this, for when
the nme came for my return 1o India, I was anformed
by the Passpart Office that *  sccordance with a request
wmade by the Sccretary of $tate for India® 1 conld not
be gnen passport facilsties for my rveturn to what £
already regarded as my home I was ulumately only
allowed 1o retumn on condstion that T would not tahe
part i any kind of polities would not associate (as for
as possible) wuh persons engaged in polmea) aguation,
and would relrun from wrining aganst the Cosernment
I agreed to this becawse I feft that our work for the
tribal people was for us, more important than amatenr
mtesference i pohitical aftars Although some of my
{riends notably € F Andrens thought I was wrong,
Ganding himsedf approsed and 1 remember Sir Francis
Younghusband was good enough (o say a fow jeres fater
*1 will always be grateful to Sam Hoare for one thing
21 least, that he forced Flwn from politics to poetry

But at the tme these restrictions were irksome enough,
When 1 wrote Leares fram the Junple, 1 was sull unider
police sunaillance and hing uoder the oblizatiom
wuposed by my undertaking This meant thae I had
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to omit many curiQus and even exahing inaidents, and
readers of the Erst edition must sometunes have
wondered what my occanonal references to police raids
and conflicts with the Church were about. Another
result was that L had to give a rather wnaccurate picture
of those carly days, which were much less peaceful than
the reader would suppos¢

For example all that the Diary has to say of the
first week of February 1032 15 that we were setthing nto
our goatshed and fighting feas  In fact we were up
agamse 3 more formudable enemy I received 2 letter
from the Deputy Commusioner which 1 have always
Tegarded 2 2 mle manerpizee of offimal brevty “The
Commssoner ' he wrote * has asked me to inform you
that in view of your political record we do not want
you m this Dustrice.’ 1 replied that we were domg
nothing worthy of death or bonds and would remamn
untl he removed us by force. We posted sentries to
wam us of the approach of the police, but when they
did actually come on the 2nd of March they deaded
10 fet us be

The same week however, on the day we opened the
Duspensary I got another letter, thus time from the
Buishop telling me that the Commussioner had applied
for my deporation from Indiz and demanding that 1
should take an Oath of Allegiance to the King Emperar
and that I should * separate myself absolutely* from the
Congress Party There 13 1o hint sn the Duary of the
long discussions Shamrao and 1 had about this, I
maturally refused both demands, And in the first edt
tion 1 considerably modified the manuscnpt acconnt of
an interview, on the 10tk of May 1932 with some dercal
Yiess, bt 1 bave renored the onginal in thus new
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version, for 1¢ 15 the kind of naident that reveals why
1t was we had to leave the Church

Nor do ¥ refer anywhere 1 the Diary to ane of my
preoccupations of the first months m haranga when
seated on the ground before my typewnter I tipped out
with two fingers a book called Truth about Inda which
was published 1 London and helped to bnng home to
people there the justice of India's cause

And tawards the end of the Diary 1n the entry for
the 2ad of Notember 1935 which records the behaviour
of our Rhode Islander cocks there 1s no reference to the
wrnitng of what wis for me & mamentous letter to the
Metropolitan 1 Calcutta  announcng to hn 'my
deaision 10 be no longer a member of the Church of
Fngland erther as a priest or a communicant’ To
explain this I must say a htle not i any spnst of
controversy but sumply wo make the story dear, about
rehgion

Lookmng back I find st cursous to recall that even
when I was m the Christa Seva Sangh I took the same
atutude Is rebigions propaganda that I now under
the Prime Munster s wmsprration take towards any other
mterference 1 the Iife and culture of the tnbal people
' am alarmed ’ the Prime Minsster has suid “when
see how anxious people are to shape others xecording
to their own image ot Likenesy and to impose on them
their parhicular way of limng  We are welcome to our
way of life but why tmpose 1t on othens?  There would
be more peace in the world if prople were to desst from
imponng thewr way of fiang on other people and
countricr®  This was the fist and fundamental canse
of conflict wath the Church  that I refured to make

converts.
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tely
At the game tume, I was deeply, almost passiona
TeligIous and wag spectally attached 1 the mysticy]

the day d PPOrt 1t gaye to the Suppression of
the Nationay Mosven dd myey 1o shake my
confidence p, it ¢ en|

tire munou:uy CntC!'pTlSQ
¢ more and T0Te distastefyy) tome By the thing
went deeper than thyy,
once hyg 2 alk wyp the famoyy theologan Bisho
> Who himgelg %28 at one time hdely attacked for
Bus Yibery views, SXPressed g, I accepting
Variony Mirzeley sup

10 have po,, Ormed by
the medieval gyneg and Questioneg Passages 1p

mn
the Bibje AN ehgs, my dear boy,’ he saud, ¢y nothing
2 rea] Mg i the Christian, of any Teligion, 4 the
Belief ip God.” 1 yoy, @n swallgy God, you cap, swallow
xxvip
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version for st 13 the kind of madent that reveals why
st was we had to leave the Church

Nor do I refer anywhere in the Diary to ane of my
preoccupations of the first months n haranpa when
seated on the ground before my typewniter I tapped out
with two fingers a book called Truth about India which
was published 1n London and helped to bring home to
people there the justice of Indna's cause

And towards the end of the Diary i the entry for
the 2nd of November 1935 which records the behaviour
of our Rhode Istander cocks there is no reference to the
writing of what was for me 2 momentous letter to the
Metropolitan 1n Caleutta  announaing to hum ‘my
decision to be no Jonger a member of the Church of
England either 35 a priest or 3 commumeant’ To
explamn this T must say a hutle not n any spist of
controsersy but smply to make the story clear, about
religion

Lookmg back I find st curious to recall that even
when I was i the Christa Seva Sangh I took the same
attstude towards religrous propaganda that I now under
the Prime Muuster s mypiration take towards any other
interference i the hife and culture of the tnbal people
*T am alarmed the Prime Minister has sad “when 1
sec how anxious people are to shape others according
to thesr own image or likeness and 1o impose on them
therr partscular way of liing We are welcome to our
way of ife but why mmpose 1t on others?  There would
be more peace 1n the world if people wore to desst from
wnponing thesr way of lning on other people and
countries” This was the fint and fundamental cause
of conflict with the Church  that 1 refused to make

consertd
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It will now, however, be clear that for twenty years I
have belonged to no religious body and fart bare
held no religious faith of 2ny kind

And yet perhaps my attitude to life cannot be alled
altogether urthigions. T have a sincere respect for all
true religion and I was deeply moved for example,
when I wvisted recendy the Buddhst monastery at
Tawang and found umple tnbal people revealng n

therr darly Ines the virtues of compassion sympathy,

g and 1 dl 1aught by the Lord
Buddha. 1 have learnt much from a study of the sacred
books of the Hindus, The true ideals of Christ are
dosperately needed 1n a world i danger of sclf
extermination through violence  Many of Mahatma
Gandhis teachingsy sank far inte my heart and mmnd,
and 1 have tned 1o practise some of them though with
out much suceess throughout my e  This 1 why I
have agreed to this new edition of Leaves from the
Jungle I no longer hold the faith that mspired me
duning the four years 1t describes yet those years were

pare of my lfe and represent something real and vital
inat

A final thing that strikes me a3 I reread the pages of
the Diary that follaws 1s that I seerm to have spent much
ot my time {albng s} I attribute this (o the fact that
m those days 1 was a nonsmoker  Since 1 took to the
<heroot, 1 have not had 2 single attack of malaria, and
my health improved encrmomly 1n later years

In 1936 we moved from haranja to anather willage
Toere was no chaped 1 our new serdement. We
became jnterested 1n anthropology, ar tather 1n what
Waddon once called philanthrapology  We thanged
the mame of our hitle soaety to the Tribal Welfare
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anything® 1 began to find it diflicult to swallow all
sarts of theological, mythological and so-called historical
1deas and facts and I came to the conclunon that at was
no longer honest for me to yemam sn the Church M
carly as December 1932 I wrote to the Bushop of
Nagpur that I would not apply for a hicence to function
as a clergyman  Three years later I informed the Metro-
politan that I did not regard myself as cven an ordwmary
member of the Church  In 1986 I wisited England and
after consulting Archbishop Temple who had aluays
treated me with the greatest sympathy I ugned what s
called a *Deed of Relinquuishment* under the Cleneal
Disabshities Act of 1870, whereby I relinquished *all
nghts, prvileges ad ges and P of my
office as by law belonging to st*

I have given a very brief account of what was n fact
2 long complicated and sometimes panful story but
1 hase never regretted thus passage i my hies history
The act of rchinqushment brought me a2 hitherto
undreamtof antellectual freedom 1t adjusted many
complexes and snhibstions ¢ was 3 kind of comersion
in reverse integrating me and filling me with new hife
Naw I was free to devote myself to the task of saentific
inquiey and to the service of the tribal people in the
spint of science No single act in my whole hife has
brought me greater happiness

It has been necenary 10 refer (o this even at the ok
of gning pain to some of my old Iriends for athenwne
the resssue of this book which bas a cestain rehgiom
background, might well gue a wrong 1dea of my present
poution and outlook, indeed in the prev 1 am sl
sometimes called a mumonary, & creumatanee which
rmust be 33 embarrasung to the missionasies 33 to mysell
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1

Paxps Basa 15 2 cclebrated Gond magpigan and he
fooks st He does not actually wear gaters but there
1 a sort of gaiter numbus about those bare legs of s
He has 2 sigmificant lutle stoop and an expression of
partly veded wmportance as though he certamly knew
more than he cased to tell  He lives 1n a uny house i
a theltered valley two mules from Karanpa red chfis
on one side and on the other forest cimbing up the
hills s house 13 adomed with many symbols of ns
noed aling—whips of horsehair hang beude spiked
won scoutges and sharpponted rods for thrusung
thsough your cheel or tongue dunng the ecstatie dance

On the floor are wooden thoes liberally serted with yron
spikes and in front of a ltde flagstaff 1n the middle of
fus courtyard 15 a glowing coal some mangolds and a
bunch of peacocks feathers. There 1s a college of
young magicians who are being tramed by Panda Baba
1 the elements of hus art. - Panda Baha humselt has great
nyle 1 his mote waspired moments he has the mr of
on¢ who ought at any moment sul 1n an eggshell

ruke 3 straw 13 mast a cobueb all hus clath and pass
unseen  He 18 believed to be 1n the confidence of al)
the chuef Spins of the Gond Otherworld  Thalur Deo

that old old deny with o tongue nine yards long

*hlipert bam 10 the ear  He 13 under the special
Pattonsge of Mother Earth  He 1t on easy terms with
M e Joca) ghosts and 15 not afeud even of the
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PRELUDE

I

Paxpa Basy 18 2 celebrated Gond magiaan and be
looks 3t ¥e docs not actually wear gasters but there
15 8 sort of gaiter mimbus abous those bare legs of his
He has a sigmbicant little stoap and an expression of
pardy veded mmportance a3 though he cextamly knew
more than he cared to tell  He Itves n a tiny house 1
sheltered valley two miles from Karanya, red chifs
on one ude and on the other, forest cimbing up the
iy His bouse 15 adomed with many symbols of hus
naed alling—whips of horse har hang besde spiked
tron scourges and sharppointed rods for thrusting
through your cheel or tangue dunng the ecstatic dance.
©On the floor are wooden shoes hberally served with ron
spikes and s fromt of a hittle faptaff 1o the middle of
tus courtyard 13 2 glowing cosl some marigolds and a
bunch of peacocks feathers There 1s 2 college of
young magraans who are bemng tramed by Panda Baba
wn the elersents of hus art. Panda Baba himself has great
syle 1 his more wspired moments he has the air of
one who might at any moment sai} n an egg shell
make a stran bus mast, 2 cobweb all has cloth, and pass
unscen  He s belinved to be in the confidence of all
the chief Spurnts of the Gond Otherworld.  Thakur Deo,
that old old denty with a2 tonzue wune yards fong
whispes hum n the ear He ts under the speaal
patronage of Mother Earth  He 15 on easy terms with
Al the lood ghosts, and 15 not afraid even of the
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THE COMING OF MAN

demi-Adas of our lide world, the Sub-Imspector of
Police,

Such 2 man is, of course, a great temptation to any
anthropologist  Panda Baba will not be able to tell
you much about the statistics of the business, that there
are, for example, three mulien Gouds wn India, thay
only a few of these arc lterate, and that their
crime record 13 amanngly low, nor does he hnow that
Prolemy called bis ancestors the *lealclad Gondali',
nor that the Hins Akdars, that delghtful record of
Akbar's reign, sad of them that they were “datiful
subjects and very labonwous  Ihey tame hons, so 33 $0
make them do anythung they please, and many wonderful
stories are told of them’ Albars chronwders do not
record these stories, but the loss to hstory 1s not &
great as might be supposed, for Panda Baba can supply
them Take lum out of the gamping envwonment of
actual facts, as depressing to a good mans soul as the
Forest Laws are to lus body, and he will be able (o gine
you an exact, a photographu acount of 1he 133t ages
before hustory began  He knows far wmore about the
Creation than the Book of Genesss or even than Charles
Darwin  Bende fum, Mr 1 G Wells 3 a mese
amateur The world was made diffesentdy and 0 a
much more micresing manner  Libe thn

At first all was water, and the Great God sat on 2
lotus leafl 1 the saxddle of the ocean  One day the
Great God bathed humsell, and out of the dirt from
his body he made 3 cow. and sent him ont 10 search
for something dnn The aow searched and searched
for six months, but he could find no rating place unul
be came upon the great tortoue, Chakramal Chhatre who
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TWO GREAT REROES
was sanding with one foot on the bottom of the sea
tis head reaching to the douds

The cow settled on his head and told hum of his
long search So Chakramal Chbatrt sank deep down
into the sez and found Nal Ray and Nal Ram sitting
on the floor of the ocean with their faces to the sun
resting after they had snallowed the earth  The mghty
tortorse serzed them by the nech and made them gue
am a tiny gran and this he sent with the aow back
to the Great God  Out of thys gram with the help
of Tawan Dassorie the Spmt of the Wind the Great
God made the earth. Soon on the earth countless god
hings appeared  After them the trees of the forest came
o being and then the Cow Mather and at last Man

With the coming of Man arose the problem of food
and 30 Annzdeo who 15 2 male version of Proserpine
ame 1o provide it.  To him sacrifice was necessary and
the first saenfice of all wata young chuld  Srs Bhadavan
who lives in the roofs of houses used to belp him to
trn every gram ino tho four or a hundred. But
Annadeo 13 now grown thin and falls to the ground m
fits though at another time Panda Baba told me that
Annadeo had Yeft the Torest altogether  When the rail
wav came the God of Food toal a ticket for Bombay
and nowadays he lives there and has grown far agam
and makes the cty people far

Panda Baba hat two great heroes. One of them 13
Rai Linga kang of the forest and ancestor of the Gands
Tt e other 18 Lakshmanysty brother of Ser Rama  Both
hetoet are alike in possessing the great and mysterious
p‘:n‘ of chastin which no thal wan vanquish and
T T e

and both return to Life after

5



THE COMING OF MAN

demi Adas of our hLttle world, the SubInspector of
Police

Such a man s of course, a grear temptavon to an)
anthropologist  Panda Baba wall not be able to tell
you much about the statisos of the busmess, that there
are, for example, three milhion Gonds m Indn, tha
only a lew of these are Iterate and ¢hat ther
crume record s amazngly Jow, nor docs he Anow that
Prolemy called hus ancestors the ‘leafclad Gondali’,
nor that the e Akbarr hat delightful recond of
Abbars reign suid of them that they were *dubful
subjects and very faborious  Fhey tame hons s0 as
raake them do anything they please and many wonderful
stories are told of them  Akbars chronsdders do ot
record these stories, but the loss to hstory 15 pot so
great as might be supposed for Panda Baba can supply
them  Take hum out of the crampmg cavironment of
actual fics as depressing to a good mans soul as the
Forest Laws are 1o hn body and he will be able to gise
you an cxact a photograpinc account of the vast aget
before tustory begin Jle Lnows far more about the
Creatton than the Book of enesis or even than Charles
Darwin Beside him Mr H G Wells 13 a mere
amiteur The world was made dufferently and i a
much more unteresting manner  Like this

At first all was warer and the Great God st on a
lotus leaf w the muddle of the occan  Opne day the
Great God bathed {umelf and out of the diet from
his body he made 2 crow and aent him out 1o search
Jor something drv The crow searched and searched
for uix months but he could find no roung place unti)
he ame npon the great tottons Chakramaf Chhiatri whe
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A BUSY MAN

today they hise the peacock splendour of thear reign
long forgotten n great poverty but sull beanng traces
m them of thew long hutory There are morcover
still a fow Gond Rapas and great landlords. For ex
ample the Raj2 of hawardha State 15 a Gond so are
the Tulers of Sakte and Saranguh  Two of the great
zermundans of Bilaspur ate w possession of Gands and
among the hills of Chtundwara there are seven estates
held by heredntary Gond chseftams,

Panda Baba 13 2 very busy man  He s always 1n
demand  One day he must go and perform the Bida
ceremony at the sowmg of the crops another day he
12kes a tntle cart and offerings ot young chickens to the
borders of the willage to cast disease out of 1t Once
be came and 21ked me for 2 Ittle dung from our rabbit
Tun e wanted to touch the feet of a newly born dnld
with it sa that the bay would yun as fast as a hare
e is 2 naturopacth though he says thar the jungle
remedies are not to eficiaous 1 this hah Yug tns Age
of Tron 2t they ueed to be

©Of 21l green wounds 1 know the semedies

Ia mem or anle be they stang with snakes

Or charmed w th pawetal words of wiked ant

Or be they lovea <k or through 00 much Beat

Crown wild or Junatic the r eyes or ean

Thickened w ih moty Glat af dulling sheurn

Those 1 an cure
But Panda s pawer does not derne from the same souree
» Ylecker s Clotn for be 1 2 mamied wman

Panda Taba is maturally an authority on agnculture
i\!;nu;,:h he docs not really care to rend the bosom of

uties himself in rounng the spurts
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THE GOND KINCDOME

having been burnt for mamy days m 2 great fire  For
over the sinfess death has no power Panda Baba
considers Lakshman superior to Sn Rama becse after
all Rema way a marned man and so things were fauly
exsy for him  To the Gond though he reteres with
his whole beng those who can do without at, hic i
wnpossible without romantie fove I once found even
Pwnda Baba a long drum n s bands dancing
costatecatly at the end of a mught s festivities 1nd qnging
thus remarkable ditty

At 1 lay o oy bed

T was ditten by the bugy

ARl rught f fay awake

Thwnking of you

Qunce we rench the realim of actual tuntory Panda Baba
18 less sure of umself and it s necessany to tum o the
teat books  to supplement s snspired  mventions
According to them the Gonds (who speak 3 Dravdian
wongue athed to Tamil and hannada) came up By the
south perhaps by way of the Godasann Ruver and
gradually spread all over the Mulls of the Cenurad
Provinces By the fousteenth cenmny Gond Lingdomy
were established m Betul {hhindwars Mandla and
Chanda and there 15 Hme cvdence that ender thesr
rule the country prospered  In Chanda they Jeft behand
them roval combs fales and palaces and acven mnlen
of battlemented stone wall  But the Gond kingpy taf
no orgamizanon and no abihity for war and were rauly
defeated by succossive Mogu! and Marathiz insaders
Tor 3 time the tnbes made 3 precanom buang I
p!undcx 2nd darosy but they soan settdad donn 1o 2
peaccful exmtence o the glades af the forear alware
retnng deeper and deeper anto the hills  And there
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A BUSY MAN

today they v the peacock splendour of theis Tegn
Tong forgotten n great poverty but sull bearmg waces
i them of their Jong history There are moreover
adl 2 few Gond Rajas and great landlords For ex
ample the Raja of hawardha State 13 2 Gond so are
the rulers of Sakes and Sarangarh  Two of the great
2emindans of Bilaspur are 1 possession of Gonds and
among the hilly of Chiundwara there are seven estates
held by heredntary Gond chuefiawns
Pandz Baba 1t 2 very busy man  He 1s always m

demand  One day he must go and perform the Buda
ceremony at the sowmg of the crops anotber day he
11kes a hinle cart and offenings of young chickens to the
borders of the village to cast disease out of 1t Onee
he came and asked me for a hinle dung from our abbit
run  He wanted 10 1ouch the feet of 3 newly born chuld
with 1t, 10 that the boy would run as fast 2t a hare
He 1 2 naturopath though he says that the jungle
remedies are not yo effic@aous i thes Kali Yug thie Age
of fron as they wiad to be.

OF all green wounds § know the remed &5

1a men o cute be they stung with smaks

Or charmed w th powesfol words of wicked are

Or e they daves ek of throuh too much heat
Croom wld or funztie ther eyes or eare

Thickened w th & #ty Glm of dulling rheum
Thoe | an twre

Fiut Panda 1 power does not dersve from the same source
2 Fleachers Clonn for he 18 3 mamed man

Panda Dabx i naturally an authonty on agriculwure
thoush he does not really care 10 rend the basom of
:}(‘o ;;Dnh hus patroness with the 1ron plough  Ar

¢ Phag Fennal he busies lumself 1 Touung the spinits
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THE COND KINGCDOMS

having been bumnt for many days in a great fire, For
oter the sinless death has no power. Panda Baba
considers Lakshman superior to 5ri Rama, because after
all Rama was a2 marned man, and so things were fairly
casy for tim  To the Gond, though he reseres with
his whole bemg those who can do wiuthout 1, life is
impossible without romantic love I once found eren
Panda Baba, a long drum in lus bands, dancng
ecstatically at the end of a night’s festnsties, and singing
thes remarkable dutty

A3 1 lay in my bed

1 was bitten by the begy

All night [ Iay awske,

Thinking of you

Onee we reach the reabm of actual history, Panda Daba
58 Jess sure of hansell and 1t 18 necessany to twm to the
text books to supplement s snspired  amventions
According 1o them, the Gonds (who speak a Dravidian
tongue athied o Tawd and Kannada) came up ty the
south, perhaps by way of the Godavari Riser, and
gradually spread all over the hills of the Central
Prounces By the fourtcenth century Gond Mot
were established 1n Betul, Chhindwara, Mandla and
Chanda, and there 15 some evidence that under thess
rule the country prospered  In Chanda they left behind
them royal tombs, lales and palaces, and seven miles
of battlemented stone wall  But the Gond kings had
no arganuzatson and no aluhity for war, and wese zandy
defeated by successive Mozul and Maratha invaders
for 3 time, the tnbes made a precarions Bving by
plunder and dacony, but they soon senled fown to a
peaceful existence in the glades of the foret, always
retiring decper and dezper mto the helfs  And there
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THE WICKED AND CORRUPT CITIES

of the ploughshares. He has chem all brought out and
made red hot in the bonfires Jit for the foast, believing
that this will thoroughty wake up the ploughs and make
them Lecner on thewr work  One day, when we were
sery doubtful about the rawns, he took me out imo the
forest to find a panradge’s nest When at Yast we ddis
corered gt, he was delighted to sec that the four esus
were aeath arranged round the nest ' Now the nain
will fall reqularhy wn cach of the four months * he <t
And 30, of course it did And he ol me 3 strnge
wild stary how once, when the rams had Galed, he made
three women go to s field and there sirp themselves
nabed  Two of them pubed up the plough and the
third drove them with an ox goad aorass the dry furtons,
‘e was very dark * he expluned to me apologetieatly
‘I could tee nodung  nd walun a week we had all
the ram we needed

Panda Baba’s bnanledye af the outer world 0 veny
strange  }e 15 nor quste 3o agnorant as an old Nug
I aace met who thoughe thar Mahauma Gandht was
something to eat et even for hun the thunder 3 the
roir of Lakshming arrowm rushing acvow the 3ky 1
pursiit of the hghuung bude he will never win the
rambow grows up out of an ancill—1 have seen i
he declares. the mountaint of the moon are the (poiy
an the tude of the black butk whn hives there stary are
fiving qreaturey —vou know when they dic beeause vou
see them fall  He knows the names of Bombay and
Caleutta~Deths ¢« umple 2 synonsm for wmething
utterh remote  He has no idea of 3 Hennh Ry for
all the oTaals 1 our dutriet are Indian and he has
never heard of the Vicessy  The e of ctses i ward e
and corrupt. there carts g9 without bullocks and puft
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TUTTA

out clouds of smoke Whores walk openly m the
strects. On Sundays all the sahubs take their women to
the churches and there catching them m their arms
they dance

o Panda Baba lnes m hus hittle tumbledown mud
hut so full of magic, among the forest-covered hills of
the Maikal Range where long ago the nshis Kapila

Mum Agasty2  Brighu wandered mn search of the
Eternal Truth

One day there ame to our dispensary a ragged
Limping figure one hand hanming useless by his side
the other wrapped 1n 2 dirty bit of rag It was Tutta
an epileptic Gond youth of about twentyfive A hittle
while before he had fallen 1nto a fire 1n one of his fits
and burnt tis one useful hand ternbly Now gangrene
had set in and the result was such that the neighbours
had driven him out of the village  We sent him at once
to hospital 2 hundred mles distant feaning for hus hife
or at least that hus arm would have to be amputated

But Tutta had the good fortune to fall into the hands
of 2 firstclass Government doctor who fought for Tuttas
life ard even for bus arm At tast, with the Joss of only
one finger Tutta was discharged still in need of constant
attention  but safe

The first staze of hus journey was from Bilaspur to
Tendra Road and he was guven hut ucket and tent to
the station  As he reached the platform he saw the
tram steamung out of 1t. So he ran alter 1t along the
ine e ran for several miles unul he came to another
saton  There he lay down and slept ull he was
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THE WICKED AND CORRUPT CITIES

of the ploughshares. He has them all brought out and
made red hot i the bonfizes it for the fczst believing
that this will thoroughls wake up the ploughs and make
them keener on ther work  One day when we uere
sery doubtful abaut the rains he took me out into the
forest to find a2 partridges nest When at lagt we dis
covered st he was dehighted 1o see that the four egys
were neatls arranzed round the nest.  Now the ram
will fall regularls wn exch of the four months he sad
And 5o of cousse 3t did  And he sold me a2 stranye
wild story how once when the rains had fared he made
three women go to his field and there stnp themselies
nzked Two of them picked up the plouzh and the
third drote them with an ox #oad across the dn furrons
It was rers dark  he explamed to me apologeticaily
I could <ee nnthing  And within a week we had afl
the rin we needed

Panda Babas knowledze of the outer world 1v ey
strange  He 13 not quite so sgnorant as an old Baga
I once met who thought that Mahatma Candhs was
something (0 £t Yet even for hum the thunder s the
roar of Lakshmans arrow rushing atrosy the sk an
pursust of the hghtmag bride he will never win the
ranbow grows up out of an anthdl—1 hase scen «
he dedlares the mountams of the moon are the spots
on the hide of the black buck who hises there stars are
Iing creatures—sou know when they die because vou
see them fall He knows the pames of Bombay and
Calcutta—Deths 55 sumply a synonwvm for something
utterly remote  He has no sdea of 2 Britsh Rap—for
alf the officals 1 our distiict are Indixn and he has
never heard of the Viceroy The hife of attes v wuked
and corrupt there carts go without bullocks and puff
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TUTTA

omt douds of smoke Whores walk openly m the
streers. On Sundayy all the sahibs 1ake therr women to
the churches and there catching them w theie arms
they dance

So Panda Paba lnes wm s Litde tumbledown mud
hut so tull of mame, among the foresteovered bills of
the Maikal Range where Jong ago the mshss Kapila

Mant Agastya Brighu  wandered n search of the
Erermal Truth

u

One day there Gme to our dispensary a ragged
Lmping figure one hand hanguog useless by hus side
the oiher wrapped w2 dinty bit of rag 1t was Tutta
an eprieptie Gond youth of sbout twenty five A htle
while biefore he had fallen inta 2 fire 1 one of hus fits
and burnt his one wieful hand termbly  how gangrene
had set i and the result was such that the nerghbouss
had duven lum out of the village  We seat hum 3t once
1 hospral 2 hundred mates distant feaznng for bus Life
oz at teast chat tus 3rm would have to be amputated

Dut Tutts bad the good fattune ¢o fall nto the hands
of a fintahas Government doctor who fought for Tutta s
Nle and even for hus arm At Jast with the Joss of only
ene finger Tutes was discharged. still sn need of constant
attention but safe

The fimt ntaze of his journey was from Bitaspur to
Pendra Road and be was gisen b ticket and sent to
e sanon. As he reached the platform he saw the
¥raim steaming out of . So he wn after « along the
Fne He van for sreral mifes umil he came 1o another
#3u0N. There he lay down and slept nll he was
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FOR FEAR OF THE EVIL EYE

awakened by the nawse of another trun going by He
jumped up and supposing 1t to be the same train ran
after st agan  On he went nll he came to a third
statton and there a kindly station mastes explatned the
sitnation to him gave him some food and when a tran
did arnse put tum mio 1t After that he had 2 long
tnenty five nule journey through the jungle to Raranja
But be arrned ar last and declared that he was gowng
to e with us for ever

In Turta we have a very wwmple and ordinary Gand
with the mental outlooh of a rrueto nature poem by
Wordsworth  Panda Baba would be more at home
the pages of Blake Tutta has verv few needs~he s
chiefly T think nterested 1 food  he has abandoned at
least one wife because she was a bad cook  For a long
time he would not look at any woman for lear of the
Evil Ese It used to be an mspiring sight m this
womandominated world to see Tutta 1n the presence
of a girl whom he suspecied of bewng 4 witch hus back
resolutely tumed puffing away furiously at a cheap bin
an anxions and war look In s ¢y Once he told
me when I was going through the forest at dusk I
met 2 man without a head  What had happened was
that my sister n law 3 thild was born dead md § wld
her agun and agamn o put i in a pot and bury 1t
the dung bl But she refused and 3o a witch who
was an enemy of mine was able o brung the ghost of
the child back to earth and put st into the headless body
of 2 man That man chased me through the lorese all
the way from Senguda to Bijon

What ancent ¢agedy could have excted  chis
ammostty to the female sex 1 hase not yet discovered
for Tutea has nac the appearance of one who would Ix

10



LIFE WITHOUT A GIRL IS8 WASTED

lightly deceaved by woman sull less the appearance of
one whom woman unless shortsighted and extra
ordinanly suscepuble would go out of her way to
decewe  But there »t 15, Tutta 13 a good singer, and
he loves 1o chant with a malicious relush the Saila song

You earn two annas whick you tpend on yourself

And you ] ve for eoquetry

You put ot & ted qaxi wnd you thnk you Gn decave me.
You male & ;m ghty row wth yooe [ ttle toe rings

And when you go to the well you walk qu¢kly t make your
anklens nng

For an anna you buy bangles and a spangle for your forthead
W th wf you smooth your hur from hack to front

You put on your necklace #nd mun to your m tror to gate 3t
et

You take your fnends to the bazasr and there you go sound and
round ¢ g3l ag for hours oo end.

But later Tunta abandoned this hughly corvect indeed
almoy monasuc atutude  He came to take the common
Gond view expressed again and agmn m thew sange—
‘“You may cat, you may donk but fe without a gut
u wasted  He determmned to take a wile but this
proved to be Jews casy than it scemed ac rst and the
Duary records many adsentures i this wife hunt. Now
that we hase at last suceeeded Tutta 1 bhssfully happy
He noeds very Lule—a marigold tncked behind g ear
2 packet of cheap agarettes, a blanket 2 htle to drnk
down 1n the ullsze at a festival and hus Rame bende
him m ther Btide hut 2nd he s perfectly content

But tn spate of thy Tutta mantans by dread of
witches whowe

Mide twer st thedr Jaae swine e

1"‘:‘:::-;-11;:“ 80 pot woek nor ‘;e‘h;'éx’mx

«
c«vu»o(mn:bm 0 vk e b la wep
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GOND WITCHCRAFT

The Gonds hase always been famons for vitcheraft
Sleeman i his Rambles and Recollechons of an
Indan Offictal whitten m 1644 has several stories sbout
Gond witches  There was one m Scom who revenged
herself on 2 trooper who taok some mid from ket with
out prng for it Wiuhin an hour the trooper was
down on his bick screvming from the gony of sntemal
pams  The old woman was bronrht to him and com
manded to cure i and after mach protestation started
her conpurations with such success that the man speediy
recovered

A chaprass was sent from Jubbulpore to Mandla with
a message  On the wny fie took a cock from an old
Gond woman withont paymg for st and bang hungry
fter hus journes ate the whole of wt m 1 curry

He hewrd the woman mutter something bur being 2
i unsuspecting vouth e thought nothing of this ate
b coch and went to sleep  ¥ie had not been vlecp
three hours before he was sezed wath mternal pauns
nd the old cock was actualh hesnd evoning 1n s belly
e made the best of fus was hack o Jubbulpore several
stages and 1 the most skiiful men were emplomed 10
chiamm was the effeets of the old woman s spell but in
wsmm He died and the cock never ceased cromang x
ntervals up to the hour of bn denth

I€ all the cocds that were even todn talen from the
Gonds without prment were ta ctow i the belhies of
those that ate them the Central Provinees would soumd
ke 1 farmaard

What does 1 Gond hke Tuter thund. of hle and death?
It » hard 6 $v for he ke mam of the vokel Goudr
s largely marticutate It fakes 2 Panda Baba (though
& 11 not actually hay definstson) to desaribe heaven ax
“ymles and mades of forest wiehour any forestguardy
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THE PROFOUNDEST PHILOSOPHY

or Hell as mules 2nd mules of forest without any mahua
trees —~smahua trees being those from whose frust hquor
wduulled Hell m fact, 1s dry  For Tutta death 1s
s mply to go to Bura Deo the Great God of the Gonds
whose dwelling upon earth 15 the sacred sof tree But
Tutta does not want to be buried underneath a
sap but rather bencath that same makua tree s0 that
even i death he may suck some pleasure from 1ts roots.
Whether he will be pumished or rewarded mn that after
Ve whether he will return (as surely he deserves to
d0) m some happier form to this strange planet what
1 the meamng of this Dife of sadness and frustration
on all this he 18 martuculate  But be once sud to me
Life 15 friendship 1o Ine 1s to have friends. Why
should we quarre]l? We must show mercy to cvery
one. The profoundest ph losophy has gane no further
While Panda Baba represents the cultured and
reflectine Gond Tutta 1s a symbol of Gond poverty
Tt as hard for us 1o imagine che extent of this povesty
1 remember that once there was a fire 1a our village
A house which gase shelter to 3 father mother and
four duldren was bumt o the ground and everythumg
that the famly p d—st, sessels ampl
clothes—was lott. I found them weepmg among the
aer  How much would 1t cost you I asked them to
1eb nld your howse and teplace ali your possessions?
After some hesitation they rather shyly rephed About
four rupecs. The price of nay a new Aldous Huxley
A ule while 3z0 a Maria Gond saved the life of 2
Fornit Oficer 1n Sowth Chanda from the Jans of 2 man
TAmZ 1 zer and was awarded the Albert Medal But
Sten the time came for the Governor 1o present the
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COND WITCHGRAFT

The Gonds hase always been famous for witcheraft
Sleeman m his Rembles and Recollections of an
Indian Qfficral written s 1814 has several storses about
Gand witches  There w13 one i Seons who revented
hesself on a trooper who took some mulk from her with
out pwng for 1t Within an hour the trooper was
down on fis back screamng from the agony of ternal
puns  The old woman was brought to lam and com
manded to cure him and afeer much protestation started
her conjurtions wath such suecess that the man speedily
recovered

A chaprasn was sent from Jubbulpore ta \Mandly with
a2 message On the w1y he took a cock from an old
Gond woman without paying for ¢ 1nd being hungry
after hus journes ate the whole of i 1w a any

He heard the woman mutter something bt beng a
raw unsuspecting youth he thought nothing of this ate
fus cock and went to sleep  He hyd not been asleep
three bours before e was seszed with rernal puns
and the old cack was actually heard eroving wn iy belly
e made the best of his was bick to Jubbulpore several
stages nd Al the most shidful men were emploved to
charm awav the effects of the ofd womans spell but in
wmp He died and the ok never ceased croning at
ntervals up to the hour of his death

If all the cocks that were even tada tiken from the
Gonds withaut pvment were ta craw i the bellies af
those that ate them the Central Provsnres would sound
hike 1 farmyasd

What does 1 Gond Iske Tutea think of fife wnd death?
It 1 hard o sy for he like mans of the sokel Gonds
s largely warticulate Tt takes a Panda Baba (though
1t 18 not acwally hus definttion) ta describe heaven av
vimies and mudes of forese wahouwr any loreaguards
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LEGENDS FULL OF CHILDREN
is, there is such moise and excitement that al) the
neighbours yun to the rescue.

The Gond legends are full of chudren The first
boy and the frst gitl were named Addsrawn pariol
and Sukmadevivelas, though they must bave called
each other by something @ litle more compendious.
They were barched out of egps in the midst of the
ocean and later, when they came to dry land, they
bult a wonderful house with cross bars of jay'’s feathers
and rafiers of a peacodk’s tau), and they lived there cat-
ing yams and frmts of the forest. Sukmadevi velar
hersell had a lutle daughter who had a golden nce-
pounder and a golden basket to play with, and she was
dressed in 2 wrap of gold. Then there is Singbaba, the
htile son of Sandsumjee, who was thrown out into the
jungle 1n the path of the ugers. But a kind tigress
took dim 20d fed him with her mulk. One day Sing
baba saud, ‘1 am naked 1 want clothes’ So the
tigress went and sat by the market road il muslin. and
doth makers came along  She made them drop their
bundies, whith she took up and brought to Singbaba,
who clothed himself and kissed her feet,

Another day, Singbaba wanted a bow and arrows,
and the higresy got them for him, and Singbaba shot
binds with 1t for hu lutde tiger brothers. In the end
Singhaba returned home: 2 Brahoun who refused to
e 1 hit presence was prompily caten by one of hys
brothen, the six wicked wives who had had bim thrown
out Into the forest were given 1o the tigress, and Sin,
abz Ined happily ever alter, g

Ral Linga was another wonderful chitd, e too
¥4 minalousty aved from death, this time
beautdul smile. For when Queen Talto, bu

1%
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A DESPERATE STRUGGLE

tried to Jall tum and sent two gurls to bury hum alne
beneath a banyan tree he smuled at them and they had
no heart to do thewr wicked deed Rat Lingy lso
loved to play wath Ins bow and arrow and wmed to
wander far in the forest shooting doves and green
parrots  In the “andia sersion of the stony he was
born a perfect chuld from 1 flower 1 diamond in Ins
ravel and sandal on hss forchenrd  He fell out of the
fower into a heap of turmenic and he uted to play
there  The bot Lal a Buga hero of the woods of
Balaspur w3y likewise eapert with the bow and arrow
s well as with the extapult bue by fasoutite toy was
1 magic woaden horse e used to take 1t 1o the mer
and dip st mouth o the water to mahe 1t demk and
1 would run faster than am hiving bore oould do
This was the horse that hrought him back from exile
to tirs mather and restored them both o happiness and
weakh

But today the Gond rhildren are no longer born
with diumonds in therr nanels and far from havng
wrippines of gold they often have not cven 1 otton
rag ta tie round thewr shoullers  From the dav the
Gond cnld comes snto the world he must strugele
desperatety for exmstence  Perhaps mn owd hay warched
his commg and bas st with mournful hoot an the roaf
of the house  The prrents in therr smorance run out
and v to drine the burd 1wy by chrowang sticks at at
But the on! picds up one of these sticks 1nd carmes o
to a stream  He wets st and puts «f n the sun Then
as the stick slowly dries so dors the cdnlds thin body
dry up and waste a 3, At leant 3o Panda Baba tells
me  Bur what . all too many of these
fitfe bodies w  The parentt aap do



NAMING A CHILD

cerythung they cn  They may put the chuld with l;]:
pups s that he may grow fat as they are, with the
utmost care they may bury the navel cord deep m &
pile of dung so that he may be strong they may @ack
the horn of a deer and hang 2 fragment of 3t sound
fus neck, so that the boy will run fast as the deer, but
they cannot do the one thing necessary—they Cannot
gue bim proper food and enough of 1t

When the duld falls i she parents go fire t0 2
gunis or mediane man like Panda Baba to duscover
whow enchantments hae caused the sickness  IF this
fals they turn to natural remedies wewrd enough but
sameties effectse  In our village there was a chuld
with prolapus of the miesune ‘The mother cavght 2
mer erab roasted st whole and gave 1t to the child to
@t and the child reeovered.  Another day, a boy was
tadly mauled by 2 bear while out guarding the catde
The tamdy crught 2 wid pig kiled 10 bathed the
wound 11 the hot blood and made 2 pouluce of the
sin The treatment was effectne A cure for rheu
matism 15 to find 3 boy who has been born feet first
and to tauch the praful pare with the boy s left foot

When 2 child 15 bom one of the most wmpontant
thingzs a8 to find out what ancestor has been rebom 1n
him  tor it 1 usually some member of the family who
thus retitns 0 jomn hus clan The disembodied ghost
vanders thtough the Borderland secking 2 place of
warmth and love Where elie wall he find it but by
b own frende? Panda Baba 1s alled m and he
examnes the cinld for any disunetne marks by which
the ancenor might be recogmized I the chuld refuses
s mather ¢ wulk, he must have been a person of 1m
POTINCE then ta be 50 independent now
P



A DESPERATE STRUCGLE

tried to kil him and sent tvo mirls to bury him alne
beneath a banyan tree he smiled 1t them and they had
no heart to do thew wiched deed Rm Linga 4lso
Ioved to play wuth hus bow and arrow and used to
wander far in the forest shootng doves and preen
purots  In the Mandla sersion of the story he war
born a perfect chuld frore a floner 1 diamond sn hus
navel 1nd sandal on hus forehead  He fell ont of the
flower wto a heap of turmeric and he used to play
there, The boy Lal 4 Baga hero of the woods of
Bilwspur was hhewise expert with the bow and arrow
as well as with the ctapult but his fnonnte toy was
a magic wooden horse  He used to take u to the nver
and dip 1s mouth o the water to mke 1t drmk and
1t wonld run faster than any Lung horse could do
This was the horse that brought him bk from exile
to his mother and restored them both to happiness and
wealth

But today the Gond children are no longer bomn
nith divmonds n thewr amels and far from havng
wrappings of gold they often have not even 1 cotton
rag to ue round thewr shoulders From the day the
Gond child comes nto the world he must strugele
desperately for exsstence  Perhaps an owl hay watchied
s comung and has st wieh moumnful konp on 1 ¢ rool
of the hause.  The pirents sn their ignatance run ont
and try to drnne the bird away by thrawang sticks at ot
But the onl picks up one of these sticky and carnes 1t
to a stream e wets 1 and puts o n the sun Then
as the stick slowly dnies so does the chdd s thin body
drv up and waste anav At least so Panda Baby tells
sor Dut whatever the capse all too many of these
Iittle bodies waste away and die  The parents may do
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NAMING A CHILD

evenytiung they aan They may pwt the culd with the
pigs so that he may grow fat as they aze, with the
vtmost care they mmay bury the navel cord deep 1 2
mie of dung so that he may be strengs they may crack
the hom of a deer and baag a fragment of 1t round
fus neck, so that the boy will run fast as the deer, but
they aannot do the one thing necessarp—~they cannol
guve bum proper Sood and enough of i

When the chiid falls 1ll, the patenns go first to 2
gumia or mediane man, e Panda Baba to discoser
whose enchantments have cansed the sickness. IF thy
fails they turn to natural remedtes, wewd enough but
tomeutmes effecttic I our village there was 2 chuld
with prolapus of the wntesine  The mother caught a
niver Tab, roasted 1t whele and gave 1t to the ¢hild o
at and the cild recovered.  Another day, a boy was
badly manled by a bear while out guarding the cattle
The family caught a wild pig kilted w2, bathed the
wound i the hot blood and made a pouluce of the
skip The treatment was effecne A cure for rheu
matam 13 to find 2 boy who has been born feer first
3nd €0 touch the panful part with the boy's lefs foot.

When a child 15 born one of the most important
things 13 to Gind out what ancestor has been feborn
him  For st 15 usually some member of the L2y who
Wy TRurm 30 join s dan The disembodied ghost
sandery through the Bordarland seeking a place of
wamth and love. Where else will he find 1t but by
hn own firende? Panda Baba u all

ed 1 and he
umires the child for any dutincine marks by which

the centor mizht be recogruzed U the child refuses
iy mother « mlk, he must have been a

person of
Potance then to be s wndependent now nee
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A CHILD'S WONDERLAND

The next imporint thing is to name the child, It
is best to give him some mame that will give the bhut,
or ghosts, a false impression of his value. Many of our
children bear the names of lower castes—like Bhangi
{for what evil spirit would bother to molest a mere
sweeper?) or Pankin, (The Gonds say of the Panlas
that if a Panka can find a pumpkin you will get no
more work out of him that week) Others ave called
Ghurha, a pile of cowdung, Bisahu, something bought
in the market, and Jiggery or Nanas, ‘the liude ‘un’,
Other curious names arc Matches, Biri Katea (or Packet
of Cigarettes), given because the father bought a paclet
as the child was bom; and D.F.O.-after the District
Forest Officer.

The child grows older and slowly begins to explore
the wonderland that lies about him. For the forest.
child has this one great joy, that the whole world of
nacure is his: he is the child of the open air, of moun-
tains and streams, of the lonely forest-path, and of the
wild rushing winds. At first he goes 1o the [ores
strapped to his mother’s back as she goes to cut wood,
but Iater he himself takes the cattle out to pasture in
some glade or dearing in those thick woods—

Whose bottom never ke the sun

Or he sets out, with a few friends, to dig for roots or
gather ‘nuts more brown than the squirrel’s ceech that
crack them’, or 1o bring piled baskets full of jungle
fruit and berries.

Here be bervies for 2 queen,

Some be red, some be green,

These are of that hwcowt aext

The great god Pan himself doth eae.
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THE LOVE OF BEAUTIFUL THINCS

Very early he learns the dangers of hus life one of the
neighbours 18 kalled by 2 tger and all the willage goes
10 the spot and the child watches Panda Baba drive 2
nail snto 2 tree to close the tiger's Jaws  Or &ven 5
once happened here 2 panther may come night into the
house and the chuld awake to 3 mightmare of sharp
¢laws and eyes glesming 1n the dark  Then there are
snakes everynhere—somenntes 2 great python ghdung
tanly along the rood or the Inde deadly krant ndden
2mong the pots~and black scorprons large as a mans
hand and harry

1 do not think that Gond children have any sery
nrong Intimatons of Immortality as they wander and
play in the forest but ther love beauuful things—
flowers and bright colours the sunfight on the streams
1he broad sweersmelling ficlds of onlseed the glorious
arange blossoms of the palas tree the fragrant floner
of the achnar the evergreen sl {orest—

Where ] rile footpaths eweet fo see
Co sceking swerter footpaths at 11

Yer for them as for ther elders all nature 35 alive
with spints—\ang banshee living 10 the great frees
Bhareshwar Deo lord of the wild beasts whose duelling
1 the runming water and under stones and bushes the
wicked Machan who turks by the highways and robs
the pavershy the angry burnung ghost 1n the wnhappy
hollow of the remur tree Makramal Kshan the mon
1rous spader whom you may meet at dusk sraddhing
3venss the road and Saraghl whoee mouth 15 ©er open
~hone Tower bip rests on the ground while the upper

foukes the sky  There are countless stonies of these
far stresating woods where—
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A CHILD'S HWONDERLAND

The next mportant thing 15 to name the chuld &t
15 best to guve hun some name that wilf gne the bhute
or ghosts a false umpression of fus value  Many of our
chuldren bear the names of lower custes—hite Bhng
(for what eul spirit would bother to molest a mere
sweeper?) or Pankin  (The Gonds say of the Pankas
that sf 2 Panka can find a pumphin you wdl get vo
more work out of hun that neel) Others are called
Ghurha a mle of condung Buahu something bought
n the market and Jigrery or Nanws  the heele un’®
Other curious names are Matches Birs hntta (or Packet
of Cigarettes) given because the father bought 1 picket
as the cild was bom and D F O —after the Distnet
Torest Officer

The chuld grows older nd slonly begins (o explore
the wonderhind that hies about hum  For the forest
child has this one great joy that the whole world of
nature 18 hss  he 1 the duld of the open ur of moun
tans and streams of the lonely forest path and of the
wild rushing winds At fimt he goes to the forest
strapped to hus mathers bick as she goes to cut wood
but later he hymsell takes the cattle our to pusture m
some glade or clearing s those thich woodds—

Whose bottom never kissed the sun

Or he sets our with a few Inends to dig for roots or
gather *nuts more brown than the squurel s teeth that
aack them  or to bang pied bulets full of jungle
frurt and berries

Here be berries for & queen

Some be ved some be green

These are of thal hutious oex

The grest pod Pan himselt doth ext
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RIDDLES

bring wood from the Jungle and the Tinde mxls cook
them a dinner At the end of the ramns the guls make
holes 1 3 black earthen pot and put a lamp mside it
Somettrnes they add the mud tmage of a dove Then
they go tound singing and danang to collect food
the same wav as the boys had done at the other festial
In August you may see many children gomg sbout on
stilts—it 13 the festval of Ginmata—with the wdea of
making the crops grow as high as they are,

The children love plagmg at nddles T remember
stung be the fire one cvening with 2 group of boys
and there was no stopping them  Some of them knew
cighty ¢o 3 hundred nddles and they were very scomn
ful at my slowness tn guesnng them " Withont feet
it dimbr without a tongue 3t eats 3f 1t dnnks water
it dies. What an earth s that?  Fire of course very
earv when you know the answer It has a neck bue
no head it has arms but no hands™ That 1s 1 shurt
“When 1 was 2 uirgin they were alwavs beating me
Bt now 1 am mamed no one dares even to pat my
tead  That w an earthen pot which before 1t 1 set
is beaten and ponnded but after 11 has hardened must
be kept oarefully both for fear that 12 will be broken
and alw beeanse o someone of anather caste touches
1t it hat o be thrown away  Thisis a very hard one

A Tedless thiet eame and stole an udderfess buffalo
A healless meak uent off to telf the tale That 1s a
#13ke whuch €2t 2 fror while 2 crab sees 1t and runs
2y Fyery ampect of village fe bs refected 1n the
nddle,

And then at last the chiMd

must prow up  Th
have 3 100z rather 3 sad one abour that, v 7
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CHILDREN'S GAMES

The nimble footed farmes dance thesr rounds
By the pate moonstune d pping oftentimes
The ¢ stolen culdren 30 1o make them free
From dying flesh and dull mortaliny

But by the time he s five the forest-child must go ©
work  In the blacksmuth s shop guarded by Lohar Sur
Demon of the wonhilns figoery a uny gul wath a
buge stomach puffed out with round wornm works the
bellows Ranger a f1t and smuling baby drives out the
cattle with a flow of gals of which 1 costermonger
nught uell be proud httle Harter not more than ten
sleeps afone all mght m the whewt fields to drne away
wild prz and other tueves  The htde guls nft the
rice wmd plaster condung and nurse the batnes  Rut
for all that they manage to 41t sn 1 Jood desd of phy

The Gond chidd has all sorts of gamses  He loses to
mtate the old people his grandmother weepshy at 1
deatk hs father drank at 2 marnage—

Fling from tme o hime i T umorous stage

W th s the Pessons d wa to pylyed Age

3ta L fe brngs wib ler o Moy equyage
You may see a group of httle bovs solemnhy pesform
g the Sula dance or offering saarifice before & stick
with a feather tied o 1t wlile one of them falhy o
costiie comuluens to the delight of the onlookers
I once found a group of chrldren playmg  cards with
feaves of diffcrent sizes plaving o with the utmost
earnestness and smpartance  dathng down 2 wanmng
leaf wil the sery asr of 3 successful gambier At
Dassera ume the boys cover therr bodies with ash Iike
sadhus improvie begging bowls and go abaat to ol
Ject what food they can When they have enough they

20



RIDDLES

br ng wood from the jungle and the hutle guls cook
them 2 dinner At the end of the runs the gnls make
holes 1 2 black earthen pot 2nd put a lamp nside 1t
Sometimes they add the mud image of a dove Then
thev go round singing and danang to coliect food
the tame way as the bays had done at the other festival
n Aurust you may see many children gemng abont on
stilts—tt 15 the Testa) of Ginmata—wth ihe 1dea of
making the crops grow as high as they are

The children love playing at nddles I remember
sittinz by the fire one evening with 2 group of boys
and there was no sopping there  Some of them knew
ervhty to a hundsed riddles and they were very scom
fal at my slowness wn guesning them  Without feet
1t chmbs wathout a tongue 1t eats of 1t drinks water
it dex What on eanth 1s that? Fue of course ety
e3n when vou know the answer Tt has a neck but
no head at has army but no hands  That 15 a shart
When I wat 2 vomin they were always beating me
Bt now ¥ am mamed no one dares even to pat my
head  That 15 an earthen pot which before 1t 18 set
1 beaten and pounded but afier 1t hay hardened must
be kept carefully both for fear that 1t will be broken
and alo beaause if someone of anather caste touches
it 11 has 0 be thrown away  Thisss a very hard one
A Jeless thief came and stole an udderless buffalo
A heaflens sneak went off 10 el the tale  That s a
tmle which €ans a fro~ while a crab sees 1t and runs
wav Frery aspect of village bfe s reflected 1 the
nddien

Ard ten at fat the chitd

must grow up Th
Bave 3 40n2 rather a s3d one about tﬁr::. ? i
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PRULMAT
O when I was a child 1 played 1n mather's lap
But now I am grown ¥ must share another s fe
Tell me, O tell me the joyy that lie beyond
When © was 2 fittfe gt ¥ played with other children
But now I must share the Life of 3 man
Yet remenber, my lord that X am anll 3 child
If your child canvot content you,
You must be patient with her

v

Twenty four yers ago 1 a uilage set high among
the forests that cover these sacred Mukal Hilly there
was borm a lutle girl of the romantic stock of the
Pardhans, the wmuastrels and fortune tellers of the
Gonds At her birth, her father nwent to the mer and
made a long three days' hunting untid at last he caught
and lilled~a Lengfisher, the kngfisher tha hovers
above the dancing waters of a stream ts wangs dinang
1 the awr the kingfisher that ss full of viealiy and
beauty, gay-coloured and always dancing 0 the danang
arr  He brought &t home nd gave s hittle danghter
a tiny fragment of the flesh to eat

She grew up and as ber father had desired the spirnt
of the Lingfisher tned i her and she beaame a dancer
fit—

To awake

The numble hornt pupe and the timburine
And mix our songs and dancex in the woed

wWe will call her Phulmat Long ago Forsyth des
cnibed Gond women thus

Great tobust erevtures finer anunals by far than the
men In the intenor bevies of Gond women may be
seen who ate more Like monkeys than human beinge
“The features of all sre sirongly marked and coarse The

2



A GIRL OF FURIOUS GOLD

rly Ny possess such 2] as attaches w0
Emml plumpn'cs‘swznd a good humopured expresyion of
fice but when therr short jouth 1s over all pass at once
into 3 hrdeous age

Well well well. Now let me show you Phulmat
comung from the nver on her head a polished brass
sestel that shines wath all the glory of the morming 2nd
1n her beanng the grace and dignity of a princess  Her
face aval and Iight 1n colour her smooth dark hair
breaking mto curls abour her temples round her
throat bright vancoloured beads and coloured rbbons
wning back her busr she will e you 2 sensauon of
light and Iife but zbore all of colour a gul of furious
gold

Then see her dance. Tt 1 as the Gonds say like
the wind moving 1n the branches of a great tree 1t 13
the kingfisher flung above spakhing waters In her
the forett has come to fruit and flower  And not only
Phulmat 1s beautsful but there are hundreds of Gond
girhy who have more i them of Tess than of Audrey
1f the Gonds were once ings therr women are sull
princesses. And they still rule  There 18 none of this
subjuzztion of woman w 2 Gend stllage  The wife 1
the real ruler of the house she 15 wndependent free
and therefore happy Phulmat tndeed 15 2 strong
femimst  She 1ells with great pleasure the story of the
Striz Ray or Repiment of Women which was once
tmablnhed i 2 neghbouring  distie. Crowds of
women gathered together and declared that they were
il and would rule. They marched from place 10
Flace sending a goats head before them sn token of
tat cominy With hur unbound and fiying n the
breere apeany and axes wn therr hands, they “3\.(,4 an
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A WICKED GIANT

Gawads and Rat Linga weat to get 1t from bim  On
the way be made the first Amgr, wath three gourds and
2 bamboo stick and two hoirs plucked from his head
and when he reached the guant s field he began to play
A he played the trees and hills were silent, and the
gunt arose longing to hear mose ‘Whence has a
oreature come here today to sing like the mama burd?
And then as the thythm of the music entered his very
beng that wicked old giant began to dance

Ste came to the road and near (0 the 6re in the mudst of his feld

Sometimer s it ng and sometunes wanding fumping and roll ng
‘e began to dance

The muos ¢ soundad 21 the day dawned  His old moman came
1o 3¢

She heard from the field 8 melod ous mus ¢ plaping

When ke arvved near the edge of the feld she heard musc
In ber aan

That old womsn called her husband ta her

W th stretched hunds and 1ted feet and with bis neck bent
downy ke danced

The ¢4 woman Joaked at her busdand and sad My ofd man
my hesband

Surely thot Am e i Ty melod ous 1 will dance aud the old
woman

Huwving made the fold of her dress Jocse b Y
dawe naar the hedge, e qudly begn
[t 15 oy interesung to find that the Gonds have 2
veron of the Ramayana alt therr own n which
Latahman 13 the hero and the whote story 1s based
oo the poner of muste. For lakshman also has a

wondctful kingrt 3 mmmat kingn 2 fiddle that played
e o of fove  Onee when he g0 e

laying e
2 e 10d bung bis kimgn up on thepv‘:\jl pn gm;p:
Freat sexs of muery  So beaunfid was the munc that
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A WICKED GIANT

Gawadi, 2nd Rar Linga went to get 1t from hum On
the way he made the first hingn, wuth three gourds and
2 bamboo stick 2nd wwo hairs plucked from s head,
and when he reached the giant’s field he began to play
As he played the trees and hulls were silent, and the
gant arose, longing to hear more “\Whence has a
ocature come here today to ang bike the mama bird?’
And then as the rhythm of the munic entered bus very
being that wicked old gant began to dance.

Tle came to the road and near to the fre In the mudst of hus Beld

Sometimes utting and sometimes stand og juarping and relhing
be began to dance.

The mmic wunded as the day dawned Fls old woman came
© tee

She beard trom the Bield a melodiows mysic playng

When the srmved nese the edge of the eld she heard muge
in her aan.

That old woman alied her huband 1o her

W th siretched hands and Lited feer and with bis neck bent
down he danced

The ol women booked at her hutband z0d aid My old man
my huthaad

Jarely that munic b very melod ous 1 will dance, sald the old
woman

Warleg tuade the fold of ber dress toe the quickly began to
dance near the hedge.

It is very mnteresting to find that the Gonds hase a
venion of the Remayana all thewr own, 1 which
Lalshman is the hero and the whole story 1s based
en the power of music, For Lakshman also has a
wonderful hingn 3 mmmat fingn, a fiddle that played
the wngs of love. Once when he sopped playng for
3 tzme and hung has kingrs up on the wall, 1t dropped
Freat teant of musery  So beautiful was the music that
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WORSIHIPFERS OF MUSIC

the ccho of it went up to hemen and Indrakamam
the fairy goddess heand 1t and feft her celestial court
to wander on earth mn search of the muncmaler Nt
Lakshman was punty aself s fiddle was the hmgn
of truth and with all her wiles she could not tempt
mm  But Rama came to suspect tus relations with Sus
and hnd him put an an awron gramn b to be burnt 10
death  But Lalshman sat there playing gah on hus
fiddie and when mine dus were passed came out
unscathed

One dw 1 party of Bhumas came to the Ashram
the men strumming gaids on the tuma while the women
danced before them  Like the Pardhans the Bhumas
are an offshoot of the Gond tnbe devored to music
and the dince  Long ago Ssta had 1 quarrel with
Ramachandr wnd he w2 i despur not hnowing how
to reconale her  But the great gt Bhunsen took
some of the rubbings of hus bods and made a hutle man
oust of them  Then he took a gourd an Atur 1 hamboo
some wax ind 1 cord made from the sinew of a black
buck and made the firyt fums Bhimsen gave af to ns
fntle mn who danced and sang o beautifulhy that
Sty forgor her temper Ind thereafter the fuma was
known ay the motantam the gunar of comfort and
the hitle man became the first Bhapa  baer umie s
tribe have wandered from willage ¢ village singing and
danaing e vou any fiel 102 1 aded them Thus
1 our field and bullocks  they rephed ponimg 0 the
tyma the nurument that trought them ther hang

The Blumas actuath wonhip muwe  Thear leoa
Bhumsen Ines sn she tuma and dances i the tune at
males The Bhimas keep two festinah an honour of
music. When the new nee v ready they Uning wme
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A MUD-RUT PRILOSOPUY

of 1t and place it on 2 sap leaf 1n front of thewr tuma
They make a hude Fre, and scatter the nice on the fire
and on thewr instrument, sayng ‘O Bhimsen, receve
\his offersng  For the music 18 thme, thou first madst
1’ At the Festival of Dassera they make a goat out of
a pumpkin and four twip for legs. They place 3¢
Yefore the tuma, wuh Nowers and Lide lumps of
cowdung and at last saenifice the model goat by cutting
it half, and sapng as before, O Bhumsen, recene
thisolfering  For the muasic 1s thine; thou first mad'st 2t

Has the pnioattise any message for the modern world,
or thould we try to bring lum as soon as posuble, 1nto
the man streams of cislization? There are many
elements 1n the Gond ethos whach should be conserved
~~therr ymphiaty and freedom, therr love of children,
the posion of therr women, thew wndependence of
spest (no slly ducking observants thesel) thew free
dom from many of the usual onental inhsbstions. I
think that the pnimitive has a real message for our
sophutiated modern world  which s once agam
threatened with dusntegration as a result of ws pasion
for possessions and ats lack of love Panda Baba and
Phulmat and their neghbowrs have had to work out
2 philosophy of Lfe than can face poverty and disease,
frustration and disaster with unwearied courage

Thus mud hut philosophy buds us not to demand too
much from hife not to st o much store on things,
ot even (o expect too much from the immortal gods,
but 1o love mott where love will be Teturned, m the
darmed family asce, i the frends who wilf stand by
you tll death. A gay freedom of spimt 1« the most pre-
«wous of povicivions, and sumpliaty of heart the greatest
texsire man or woman knowt.
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1932

January 2§ Ser out with Shamtao 1n buffalocart
for unknown willage of haranjia thuty three mules
dutant  Pass small temple by rosdsde where we are
informed a holy man was recently devoured by a nger,
% thoroughly thay when after dnoees mien3l sonow
1 dusciples gatherad for hus obsequies all that could
be discorered was unfortunate man s nght leg and a set
of false teeth. Shamrao raises nteresung problem 23
to how far false teeth cn be preserved as genine relicy
A Wtle {arther along the road find Gond shriae with
iwo feroaous looking mud ymages of tigenn  Here sy
our cartman 1n between the two tigers it 13 always per
featly safe to aleep But as there 13 not room for us
all in thy haven we halt our buffalocart and after
rather curtous meal prepared mostly in utter darkness
chimb into can which 13 full almost 1o brim wath dned
g3, and which while fitting Shamrao Iike a glove s
{ar too rovnicted for my medmgmgxan Tumbs How
ot in the end Nature asserts itself and I sleep fitfully
ull dawn.

January 29 Sull thentyseven miles of jungle and
£*3t before ws but we make much better progress
teday aneting seventeen miles, artnng after dark at
sl sestlerient Kabwr Chabutes appareatly on roof
of werld and very old In aenng et panther
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TOO FRANGCISCAN TO LAST [1932

rupees 2 month  Distant memories of rents chasged by
Oxford landladies convince me that this 15 cheap and
dose with offer at once though subscquently discover
that the house wself could bave been bought for less
than 1ts monthly rental

February 1 Return by same lesurely method of
progression. which agamn takes three days to avilization
10 fetch Property which consists at present of old black
leather trunk (which has been several umes to West
Afnza 30 will probably find this new adsenture rather
commonplace) contaming 2bout tuenty books and odds
2nd ends of dothing- more food and some bedding
Refer nadly that this happy freedom from possessians

s probably too Francsaan to lan long sn a3 tropical
dimste

February 5 Reach Wardha where property bas been

deposiied bt £nd most of old Iriends i jail on 2ccount
of Satyazraha Campaign revived a month before  Mrs
Jamnalal Bapp howeser sull at hiberty and gnes us
soyal welcome lending us a parr of Jamnalaly s pyjamas
—which are roomy enough for Shamrao and self to
excupy together tf we wished—and khad; zosquite-net
whith thouzh utterly patnotic and highly mosquito-
proof appears to admit no air whaterver  Chuldren ask
ot to cllet stamps for them agarette cards baing
naturslly banned tn Gandhran ardes which we pro-
mise 10 do though sery doubtful whether letters will
€rer reach wy agan
February 6 Leave Wardha wuth regret, feeling hik
marners about to be marooned on dmcm is;:lndghlm::
oul having firgt solied that most important of problems
~‘1! You could only tale wree books with you then
whh? Calcutts Magd held up for half an hour
p13



1932} KARANJIA

whose gleaming eyes e 18 the thullers say, tvin pocls
of enil but after giuang us 4 hneenmg look, it departs
to find more rexdily rccesstble dinner

January 30 About mudday finallh reach harangs
whith rurns out to be collection of twehe scatsered
hamlets i realhy beastrful vallev  Feel vern tired and
have been mustaken enough to get two hours ahead of
our supplies  Sit on cold bt of rock and think wist
fully of beer 1nd ovsters  Viliagers refuse to gve any
help and not even large money will tempt them to pro-
vide us with o much 1« a pot of water  But at last
police come to mspect w3 wd 18 mageath shart ture
all necewuinies are supplhied

Januars 31 Fxplore Rarinpt which has o brck
butldings  the police station and the offices of the
Forest Deprrument and 1 serv snuch lesy tmpoung
schaol nnual cost of which o mare or lese equal to
that of one ordinin Foplish soldier resident i Indis
There 1 also a himar entire contente of which confd
be bouzht up for about L1 and ¥ hquor shop which
Wty dirt and sonk sshapmly beany no resemblanee
to 1 countrs pub s Fngland At some distance from
this centre of commerce eubture il abmssustration
discoves proturesgue hale hamler wirh deb heful name
of Tikera Tola  n veny edgr of forest with great trees
among the homwses  Walk straght on to Wil overlook
ing willage and {rel instmconely that thin an spue of
fact that 1 3t present appatenth ned 31 public Ina
tory Iy the mhabuants s the very apot for our Ashram

In cienmy go to village and almme pnmedrateh finid
dizmfied but imporernhed Musalman named Huder
AL who offers to rent us smaff it ar provens oorupnd
by tus goats and to put st anto order (of wum of thiee
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COOX GOZS ON STRIXE [1932
be further claims ta be member of C. of E (but 13 not
aware that gt 15 Ash Wednesday) and as drng siaff
consunts of three buzly fellows one to dmve and two o
push and there are three of us happily all emaaated
making seven—or perhaps six and 2 half—n 2l have
to hue wupplementary bullockcart to carry baggzge

1t is now 1130 when drnver discovers that he has for
gotten hus petral and b eolleagues go off for thewr
dinner  Meanume stranded for an hour and a half m
aponobe discomfort heat and pubhaty only shghtly
anuaged by reflexion that policeman 18 enjoyRg €X

penence cven Yess than ourselves. Finally start at a
tutde after one and after indescnbable journey over
mountasns duting which @r has to be pushed carried
and cajoled atzoss numerous guihes swamps and mers

at sunses resch village of Bondar sull tho pules from
destmation where road peters om altogether  Dravers
dump our bazgsze by side of road and drne off raprdly
with nowy pobeeman who 1y waung sardmes off 2 du
of newspaper  Ask passing rusues to help us camy
things 10 haranpa but after ganng at us m shocked
amatement tho take to thewr heels and run away

One of them burss anto tean. Fipally deade to carry
¥hat we @n and lene the rest. But hese there 1y
another hitch for cook goes on stnke fayng that to
cary thiozs oot bs wetk  So we lemve tum there sir

oy en ofd Black vunk and go on to Tikera Tola
which we teach after nightfall to End hut empty of
14 but otherwise umimproved.  Persuzde o neigh

""’“" {0 g7 aut to rescue cook and temanmg bagrage

Cargh privately of opinton that we would all be much
mexe tomlortable n open jungle While we remove
from bt gromer forms of dirt and make 3 bed from

3
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1882} INDESCRIBABLE JOURNKY

somewhere near Balaspur whale police board trun and
prosecute lengthy and exceedingly wmpertment exanuns
tien of seff wnd belongings  swspicion haung been
arowsed so T am informed by weedy and stugmatie i
sestymator by my cunous appearance and the fact that
I wm trasellmg thardcass Asks me of T hanve any
seditious hiterature with me and I repls ves an aasmer
which causes grreat exasement ulf T produce Bible and
tell policeman that thit iy most disturlang book in the
world and that it wall revolutiopze tus hife of he will
read 1 crrefulh Police take thew departure wih
cunous celenity being wacertam 8 o what may be
coming nest

February © Return 10 nhoypiable hittde town
Pendri Road and find (ool—appirenths of lowent pov
uble cavte bur ells himsel Rrhmin Chostian—and
bus necessars wpples  Mach encouraged by Joal
pudre who sperks enthusisticalhy of the aussionatices
who died 1t harwnpa unhin three monthy of thew
Al and by Musstdman merchant who otisenves that
st walt be veny dhifficult to get any meat there

Fedruar 10 o i Wednerday  Ven sunmable open
g of leaten campagn of morufication  Haung
hired smsll tumbledown Ford (o take us and belong
mngs to Raranga driver has promusad to be readv at
seven in the morming 10 that we may hase a chance of
reaching desunanon before dark At ten sharp toud
chassening and rowrng noscs anhounce annal of
frons scat complcteh oerupred ¥ enormout Sub-
Inspector of Polie with gun who declares b lnten
uon of accompanving s for our protection av he alw
a2 Christan Greave fJoubts of this being fus true
motive, but can hardh forcibly cjeat him specially as
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COOK GOES ON STRIKE f1932
he further daims to be member of C. of E. (but 15 not
aware that 1t 19 Ash Vednewday) and as dnving s138
tonusts of three burly fellows one to dmve and two 10
push and there are three of us happdy all emacated
wmaking seven—or pechaps six and a half—wn all have
ta hwe supplementary bullock-cart to earry baggage
1t 15 now 1130 when driver duscovers that he has for
gotten tus petrol and s colleagues go off for thewr
dinner  Meanume stranded for an hour and a half
aportolic discomfort heat and publiaty only shghbily
assuazed by reflexion that policeman 1¢ enjoying

ence even less than ourselses  Funally stan at 2
htfle after one and after wdesmbable journey over
mountans during which car has to be pushed carmeed
and e3poled across numerous gullies swamps and rsvers
at wunset reach willage of Bondar sull wwo miles from
destinaion where road peters ont altogether Drnvens
Qump aut baggaze be 1 de of taad and drwnve of sapudly
with stout pohiceman who 11 eaung sardines off 3 but
of newspaper Atk pasung rusucs to help us <y
thingy 10 haranpa but after ganng ar us tn shocked
smarement, thev ake to ther heels and run away
One of them bursts into tears, Finally deade to carry
what we an and lave the test, But here there s
anotter hiteh lor cook goes on smke saping that to
ey things not hus work, 50 we lenve hum thers st
¢y on old blak 1runk and o on to Tikers Tola
wudh we seach afier mghtfall 1o find hut empty of
1‘7» + but otherwase unmproved.  Persuade 1wo neigh
% o gn out to rescue cook and 1 - o
ouzhs privately of opimion that we :‘::1‘2:,1? 3513\:\;;\
wore tomioraable in open Jungle while we remove
Yo hut groner forms of dirt and make & bed from
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1932} INDESCRIBABLE JOURNEY

somewhere near Bilaspur wiile pohice board tram and
prosccute lengthy and exceedingly impertunent examna
tion of self and belongmes susmaon haung been
aroused 30 T am informed by weedh and asugmatic in
sestigator bs my curious 1pperrance and the fact thay
I am taselhng thadchn Asky me of 1 hae any
seditious laterature with me nd I reply ses an answer
which causes great exatement @}l 1 praduce Bible and
telt policernan that tha s most disturbing boak m the
sworld and thit se will resolutionire hus hfe of he will
rerd wt carefullh  Police take thew departure wih
curious celersts  being uncertain w1 10 what ma be
coming next

Februam B Retum 1o mhoyptable tade town
Pendra Road and find cook—apparentiy of lowest pos-
aible caste but calls himself Brahmin Chrnuan—and
huy  necestany suppher Murh enrourimed B lToeal
pidre who speaks enthusisnimily of the muunnanes
who died 3 Rarinpa withn three months of ther
arrinal 1nd by Musalman merchant who ohserves that
st will be venn difficult to get ans mraf there

February 10 —4sh Wedneday  Ven suttable open
g of lLenten campugn of morufication  Havng
tused small wumbledown Ford to take us and belong
mgs to haranpa driver has promused to be ready at
seven in the morning so that we mav have a chance of
reaching destinatson before dark At ten sharp Ioud
dattering and roanny posses announce arrpal of ear
front seat completeh oreupted n o enormons Sub
Inspector of Police with gun who declares huy anten
uon of accompansing us for our protection as he alo
1 a Chrstan Grase doub's of this bemng his e
motne, but aan hardly forably ejea him apecially as

L



COOK GOES ON STRIKE [1932
be further <laims to be member of C. of E (but 15 nat
aware that st i Ash Wednesday) apd as dniving staff
consssts of three burly fellows one 10 drmve and two 0
push and there are three of us happily all emaaated,
making seven—~or perthaps six and 2 half—m all have
to hure supplementary bullock-cart to carry baggage
Tt 1s now 1130 when driver discovers that he has for
gotten hus petrol and s colleagues go off for ther
dimner  Meantume stranded for an hour and a half in
apostolic discomfort heat and pubhicsty only slightly
asuaged by reflexion that policerman 1 enjoyng ex
perience even less than ourselves, Finally start at a
hude after one and after indesmbable journey over
mountains during which car has to be pushed camed
and rjoled across numerous gulhes swamps and nvers
2t sunset reach village of Bondar still two miles from
desunauion where road peters out altogether Drnivers
dump our baggaze by nide of road 2nd drne off rapudly
with stout pohceman who 13 eaung sardmes off a bit
of mewypaper Ask passing rusucs to help us carry
things to harangpa but after ganng at us n shocked
amazement they tale 1o thewr heels and run away
One of them bursts into tears.  Finally deade to carry
what we can and lease the rest But here there as
another ek for cook goes on sinke saying that to
Gty idungs not hus work. S0 we leave hum there mt
unz on old black unk and g0 on to Tikera Tola
which we reach alter nightfall to find hut empty of
fcm but otherwise ummproved,  Persuade two negh
TS 10 £D out Lo rescue ook and Temauung hagpa
though privately of optnion that we would all be mug:h
more comfornable ¢ open jungle while we femove
from tut gromer forms of dirt and make 3 bed from
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1932] A rOPULATION UNTHINKABLE

heaps of warm dry grass  Cool turns up at last but
s3ys he 13 too tired to prepare supper besides no wood
or water so we all go to sleep as we are

February 11 No one witling to sell us mulk exzs or
vegetable or come amwhere near us bur at last an old
Madge Mumblecrust alreads out of caste on account
of an srregular madenhood now enidently long over
declares herself wilhing to help with our water supply
Huder \li our Indlord calls to explun that he has
been mueh occupred wuth the affawrs of tus semar wife
who having pushed her aister inhin down a well hat
been compelled to hide in distant village  However
he ammediatels begins tenavations and repawes which
conust of dibbing holes m wall wah wet mud and
wishung floor with soluton of cowdunz  This gives
us great rehef for even one niche had hrought v mane
vsitors atels resident on the bicks of the goinr so that
I find mvself wang cemarkable words of [afcadio
Hearn— I an indinidual an mdoaduat soul? Sy 1
am a populanton a2 population unthinlahle

Felruary [7 Vot grave of German mnnonartes
under the shade of a great tree Iooking ¢ ut acros
fields Five of them came here i 1812 an apc theeary
a padre a mason a carpenter but within a fes months
four were dead and the Gfth out of s mund  Vidlazen
g1y that the Farch Mother smte them berause they
abused her cuntoms but they do ant ad ) openly ith wzh
T suspect they think i) that she will smite oy abn

February )1 Night broken by toud i from
neighbour s field and 3t fire feel antpired to 2o to the
tescue but sy prevade

February {4 Essby in morning spitated Gangd tow
ager brings pews (hat hey mntand who enjovs an

%



BELABOURED TO EXTREMITY  [1032

astonushing msckname Leybugga or *The Fellow who
Carmes Them Of, was caught last mght by one
Bukkoo 1n 2 field with Mrs B and there belaboured to
extremity  Go 1n haste to house and find unfortunate
1., handsome man with face of a genial leopard, but
surely a tmfle old for this sort of ching, covered with
brusses and bleed which 8t band. with a
quiet efficiency of which X had not thought hun apable

February 15 Our contact with L's household pro-
duces immediate change of atmosphere and by midday
half the village scems to be sittng 1 front of the hause
which 18 now more or Jess it for habitanon, cow shed
being transformed 1nto 2 chapel and the wood shed 1nto
2 itchen while we Ine mostly on small serandah
between the wo and make it fanly comfortable w
spite of the fact that 1t 15 normally full of acid smoke
from Yatchen and always open to mspection by the
pubhic.

February 17 Suffer arutely from old and typically
monastic complex of daustrophobia  due to bemng
watched all day by villagers. L. sull recumbent. Mrs
B who to our surpnise has only one eye and that one
aquint abo exhibits distinet signs of having been
disaplined.

Februany 22 1. stll in bed bue recovering rapudly
under muaistrations of Shamrao who already has con

tiderable fame 38 2 doctor
fallingy

Old gemleman, nearhy
to pieces wath teruary syphibis comes for treat
mtnt and takes up his rendence 1n chapel.  But since
1 have hutherto supposed that this disease 18 only ta he
m:lmmd watall i Jow and averted vorce, have no
wediaine for 1t 1 stock, and feel thay

Tty nadenues t dose of Enos will
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ViSITATION BY FPOLICE f1932
twrn green and basuly descend, all difierences forgotten
in this change of coloury

Yarch { Small boy, with enormous head and legs
like two exiguous twigs brought by mother to eur
hense  Shamsao prescrsbes regular doses of Balamnt,
admirable though yaeet and stcky tonu, good food a0d
daly masage So from now on Ganesh takes bu
meals with us svery solemnly ac Grst but Jater with
more abandon hiy greatest pleasure beng to beat uy
with all bes might with ooy fists.

March 2 Early in the morung cook as Tesult of
indisartet inquiry about oser rapid disappearance of 2
un of ghee gines notice and pads hi baggage To
afternoon  two magnuficently umformed Indian police
officers arnve with search warrant.  Suggest that we
have tea first  Cook who has not yet departed 13 50

h d with disung PP of wisiors
that he deades to remain with us alter all  After tea
and a very uphfting comversation about Nature of the
Ataclute officers produce therr warrant but unfortu
nately can find among our scanty possessions nothing to
prove us guilty of death or bonds since only 2 week
previondly in a fit of ducretion, I had desroyed a prices
8 collecuon of revolutionary psmphiets which I had
»ped one day (o present to the Bodlenn  The police

'part Toiled and baffled but still talling about the
bulute which almost immediately vindrcates us by
nding wiolene thundenstorm oyt of a blue sky and
un pours through our sool  Cannot however, decide
hesher defimte emotion of pleasure that net as we
in doubt ate policemen must be gHung even wetter,
¢ 9 ben wadition of Chrusuan Ethies or nat Alrer
M hizh authonty for believing that bliss of saved 1n

1




1982] DECIDE TO OPEN A DISPENSARY

February 23 Victoran atutude to venereal duexse
will dearly have to be abandoned 'O wese alt got
that” says L cheerfully on heining of new patient  See
m some satsstica] record thar there » only one reps
tered doctor to every 35714 persons i this Province
We are 5o touched by this speaniy by that extra M
which must surely be the last straw to the overwothed
doctar that we deade to open 3 dupensany without
delay

February 25 Yatle boy wath termbly barm arm 1
brought to us and s doctored with nanural remedios
and sturt torn up for bandages Order an stock of
medianes mosth fool proof mils wnd omtments from
mivatuable tnststutron hnown s the A Indix Missions
Tablet Industey which in sprte af disconcertng habn
of packing m sith ther pills hittle tracts nddmg one
prepare to meet one s God provude excellent medicines

Februars 26 Go to great festnal ar Amarkantal
sacred source of Ruer Narbada which acoording 1o
anaent Puranie prophens 15 ane day to be held oven
more boly than the Ganges Immense conrourse of
greasy anrens while no doubt picturesque  preaenty
any real enjmvment of sight of rows of saifus ntuny
completel naked  Am struck afresth v truth of
Samuel Butler s remark that there 13 only one shing
yuner than the vamts of human wishes amnd that o the
vanity of having no wither  Meet Subfnipector of
Police who his come from haranpx ostennltly for
spivitual punificaton but actualis 1 suspect 1o look ot
for oprum smugmlers  Hle suzzests politicaf rapproche
ment and conducts me 1o woaden metrygoround whch
s whitled about by half 2 dozen Runty fellows  Afier
some minotes of the curious form of plesture we hoth
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VISITATION py POLIGCE [1932
fuIn green anq h:uuly descend, a1 differences forgotten
coloury

aily mAtsaze. S0 fro NOW on  Ganesp takes by

m
meals with yg Y1y solemnly g¢ A5t but Lager with
mote abandon

with al] by might wyp tiy §,

8%age  In
alternoon two Mazuficently uniformed Indian Police
offi e gy VANt Sypres that we
hase teq first

Pately an fing among santy Possessiong nothing 1o
Prove uy guilty of death o bonds 5, only a weeg
Previoudy a fitof discrey,

not hoyw &, deade
ite emotyon of Pleasury

T wet ag gy,

00 doyly are Policemen must be Eetung ey eny Wetter,
' Tadition o Chnistiay

s aulhomy for beliewy, 4






CANESY AND GANPAT 1932

nd to the nght a wide expanse of hills and felds
After heated arg , Sh that 1t
will foster anumusuc supersupans we have walls deco
nted m Gond fathion wuth wud ammals, tigers,
elephants camels and a peacock, Stations of the Cross
are armanged round the cowrtyard, and everylng 38
made white and dean by a wash of white mud from
the hills. As we pay unprecedentedly high datly wage
of four annas for men and three for women, cost of
the Asiram comes (o about 2 hundred rupees of which
the chapel s share 15 thirty ot less than two pounds ten

Mareh 12 Ganesh beginming to look fat and happy,
but not yet able to walk upright  Begin to be haunted
by anaent Gond, of great presuge and dignaty, naraed
Ganpat who forty years ago, was headman of the
village. One day to celebrate visit of hugh offical on
tour, got very drunk and in this condition was anspired
10 go to the camp and there e down and vomut exces
nively oo high ofical s bed  Somewhat relieved by this
unusnal exerase he strted home bat fell mnto bwsh
on the way xnd 13y there tll he was extracted by ho
who bemg aleo a man of the world forgave fum on
condition of his sweanng on sacred condung and wig
of the holy aj that he would never again touch wine
or tobacce il be died. Ganpat though feeling that
posubly 2 good straght period of imprisonment would
te preferable made the vow and even tept 1t probably
owing bt long hfe o the fac Unfortunately, hus
deeply religious nature compels bum to believe that we
hare been sent nto the distract for the sole purpase of
fwing hum 2 blanker,

Aprt 4 Exourvom
Bhumbunds on banks

o picturesque nllage named
of Narbada Rwer, where there
Ll



1932] WE BUILD AN ASHRAM

heaven is greatly increased when they see the sorows
of the damned n hell

March 3 Prestige among willagers rises enormously
2% 2 result of yesterday's vistaton it beng generally
assumed that we must be persons of great importance
if police officers come m full uniform to pay us thes
respects

Marck 7 Two large parcels of medicines are delt
vered. One from 2 friend n Bombay contamns castor
oil, quinne, aspuwin, sulphur balances bandages,
several rolls of very old hint, some cotton wool and 2
bottle of small white pills mysteriously labelled *For
All Diseases  The ather parcel gives us a good supply
of sodium salicylate potassum iodide ichthyol omt
ment, etc., and with this stodh we open the dispensary,
which 1s immediately crowded with anaemuc looking
husbands d ding remedies for e, for which
we unhappily have no cure

March 10 Bank balance now suficiently established
for us to start blding the Ashram on brow of fulf
overfooking willage  Send men for bamboos for which
we get an order at eight annis a hundred from the
Forest Department, and for long poles and pillars of
wood which we get for two or three annas apsece
Women cut grass for thatch and prepare stichy myxture
of mud and straw to spread on walls  After a weeks
feverish actisaty  extraordmary budding emerges In
centre 1s Little chapel, and round 1t 13 a mud plastered
bamboo wall making a spactous court whie wn front
13 a house of five rooms, but without doors or outside
walls, so that we sit i the rooms as if we were on the
deck of 2 shup, and look out over the edge of the hall
—immediately 1 front 1s 2 beautsful wooded salley,
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SHAMRAO AND QUAXER 0ATS  [1932
he nnot move, employ Quaker Oats tn 10 place of
useful bt seldom discusted, piece of bedroom ware.
4pni 13, Somewhat perturbed to find party of Gonds
bave penetrated to Chapel, and are prostrating them
whes before Shamrao’s Quaker Oats uin under the
mpression that 1t 1s the Christan God.
Apnl 14 Watch Gound ceremony of dnoree, so
dexfully simple 2 per

that ¥ am surpnised
1t has not yet been adopted at Hollywood. The iwo
parues appear belore elders of the village, and break
an earthen pot (which presumably symbohzes domestic
happimess) and then snap a piece of straw 1 half, and
all is over
Apnl 15 In evening, parents bring hatle boy with
head and arm badly tom by panther Panther had
aept into house and dragged chld ont mto jungle, but
mother, hearing screars, ran 2fter tum and saved him
Apal 16 While sitang on edge of our hull for even
ing prayem, two bears come by Ay we are engaged
1 holy exerases try not to hiuten, but s Mrs Cluppins
once sud the vosces was very Joud and forced them
wives upon the ear Try as 1 mught, wn muddle of
Magnficat, a verse takes shape tn my mind,
When bears wnh hanh 2n0d agly cnes
At Fy TOUr prayers sucprioe,
How hand 10 mortily the eyer.
Apnit 17 Trying hard to compase Life of &
that will be intelligible to Xndmio readers, R::::t::
lending copy of Father Cuthbert to \LA. of Bombay
Umveruty, who began at tlepage and worked onward
¥uth great apphicaton  After he had read Preface to
Thurteenth Edation, Pretace to Eighth Ediuon, Preface
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19521 AN INTERRUPTED BATHE

s 2 large crcular hole n rock where it 15 smd the
drune hero Bhumsen ance put down hus foot but foc
my part do not believe 2 word of t  Exceedingly hot,
so bathe 1n secduded part of rner 1 rather madeguate
costume  So engrossed in aying to Leep perfectly still
whale floating with the current that fail to notice most
of the population gathered on bank and gazing at me
with absorbed and enthusiastic eyes.  Humedly shehter
beneath rock and adjust my garments and then emerge
feelng wet nd foolish and make my way to cattle shed
1 which rather superios Brahmin has allowed us to
rest In the evemng sery exating ceremony takes
place  Several people become possessed with Spurt of
Monkey God and chmb tall poles adorned with pea
coch s feathers  They also very bravels st seems to me
scourge themselves with spshed chasns and  protruding
thewr tongues stich sharp panted won rods through
them Feel that this everase would have been more
appropriate to sewson of Lent now happily over but
surely remarkable at any fime

April §  Another expedition this time to house of
nell todo Brahaun for weddmg feast  In mddle of
dinner Shamrao s mssted to sing wd mistakenly 0
my opuon chants Fimous song of habir abour the
emptiness of wealih and the tranntormess of 1 human
pleasures an effort which is hardls greeted with the
enthusiasm which the techmque of the singing deserves

Apni 12 Shamrao falls siolentdy s} of unknown
complaunt aed at the sume (une tarrents of run fal}
upon us our roofs affording hardly any shelter . Remove
tum to the chapel wiich 1s the only dry place i Ashram
and spread his bed on floor 1n front of Qur Lady As
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sHANRAO AND QUAKER oATs  [19%2
be cannot move, employ Quaker Oats tn 1n place ot
usefu! but seldom discussed, piece of bedroom ware
Aprl I3 Somewhat perturbed to find party of Gonds
have penetrated to Chapel, and are prosuating them
whes before Shamraos Quaker Oats tin under the
mpression that 1t 15 the Chnisuan God
Agml 14 Watch Gond ceremony of diwvorce, s0
wonderfully smple a performance that I am surprised
1 has not yer been adopted at Hollynood The two
patues appear before eldens of the willage, and break
an earihen pot (which presumably symboluzes domestic
happuness) and then snap a prece of straw in half, and
all 1 over
Apnl 15 In eveming patents bung hitde boy with
head and arm badly tom by panther Panther had
Sept into house and dragged child out mto jusgle, but
mother, heaniog screams xan after lum and saved hum
Apal 16 While stting on edge of our hdl for even
g prayers o bears come by At we are engaged
1 holy exerases @2y aot to hsten, but as Mrs Cluppins
once tid the vorces was very loud and foreed shem
tedves upon the ear Try as § mght, ;0 mddle of
Magmficat 2 1etye takes ahape 1 my mund
When beyrs with hanh and ugly eries
At Evenong your prayen surprise
How hard (@ mosesty (e eyen
Apnl 17 Tryag hard 10 compase Life of St Franas
;!:,; ;ﬂl al;c mz:l;;g.;le 10 Indnn resders. Remeraber
oing copy of Father Cuthbert to MA, of Bombay
Y who began ¢ titlepage 20 worked onward
;"‘:.h great apphiaton  After he bad read Prefact 1o
irteenth Ediyon, Preface to Eghth Edan, Preface




1932} AN INTERRUPTED BATHE

15 a large arcular hole mm rock where, 1t 15 smd the
dwvine hero Bhumsen once puc down s foot, but for
my part do not believe a word of it Exceedingly hot,
0 bathe an secinded part of river 1 rather sadequate
costume  So engrossed i trying to heep perfectly still
while floating with the current chae ful to notice most
of the population gathered on bank and gazng at me
with absorbed and enthusestic eyes  Hurriedly shelter
beneuth rock and adjust my garments and then emerge
feeling wet and foolish and make my way to cattle shed
in which rather superror Brahnun has allowed os to
rest In the evenmng verv exaung ceremony takes
plce  Several people become possessed with Spust of
Monkey God and chmb tall poles adorned wuh pea
cock s feathers  They lso very bravely st seems to me,
scaurge themselves with spihed chamns and  protruding
therr tongues stich sharp paated won rods through
them Teel that this exerase would hue been mare
appropritte to scason of Lent now hippily over, but
surely remarhable at any ume

April 8 Another expediton this ume (o house of
well todo Brahmun for wedding feast  In muddle of
dinner Shamrio 1s miated to sing wd  mustarkendy
my opmion chants famous song of habir about the
empuness of wealth and the transstormess of alt human
pleasures an effort which 1s havdls greeted with the
enthusiasm whach the techmgque of the smgmng deserves

Apnl 12 Shamroe falls violenty Wl of anknown
camplunt and 1t the same ume torrents of run fall
upon us aur roofs aflording hardhy any shelter  Remove
fum fo the chapel which 1s the only dry place i Ashram
and spread s bed on floor yn front of Qur Lady  As
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MAKING A PIRST CLASS ORATOR [1922

A notable victory for the Prince of Peace

Apni 21 Gganhc storm bursts upon us had dnving
almott horntontally wnto the yooms, and we expenente
all the benefits of wmgauon. Foruons of toof fly
cxatedly mnto the ar, and one coraer shows tendency
fo fap up and down ke the wing of an aguated ben
Hold on to this and keep it frmly under control while
Shamrao props up one of the walls

Apni 22 Go through Felds 2nd find scene of utter
desolanion  Crops of already half-starving Gonds almost
eatirely runed by yesterday € storm and at same twme
tecene mformation that fields of rich Brahmin recendy
vuted were undamaged  Ways of Providence surely
very odd?

May I Elderly Agana (blacksmuth) badly mauled
by bear in dsstant vallage hronght 10 vy 1 a hter  For
Ihree Qays bhe had been delayed because ne one would
@ty hum becanse he was shghtly lower caste. A Gond
Tmust 1ot CTY even 3 dying man if he comes of 2 wrang
family  Theological ausis occurs 10 Ashram on Agana
tequasng that s hitter should be stung from the roof
10 that he may be suspended between eanth and heaven
and thus be sale from the spinsts who wnhabit both, This
Samraa sterely tefuses whach annoys me, and I pomt
out that according 1o our ideals respert 15 due ta every
form of relrgrous conviction

May 6 Hear of good method of tarmng a new hom
culd into a firstclats omator  “Touch the up of his
tengue with 3 raor ap old Ganpat, and when he

Frowt up be will be as albatve ay a2 ‘barber
May 10 Vumted b

¥ Buhep supported by th
mivonane of lewer tank, Thcymzep mit‘t;o?s :;
when entetiag the Ashrama and &nd some dilsculty 10



1932] NEW COOK’S LIFE THREATENED

to Fist Edwion Errata and Table of Contents he
deaded that he had had enough and gave the book
back remarking that the life of the sant was not so
mspinng as he had hoped  Progress of wnting greatly
hampered by multitude of ants who dimb bravely and
persistently all over my body and refuse to go away

Cool goes at last to our great relief and village boy
takes his place

4Apnl 18 Witch threatens new caok with hngermg
death sf he does not leme our senvice while stomach
warns me of semilar fate for myself if he cobtinues mn it
Very great dilemma  Ultimately inform wiliage that 1
also 1m a panda or priest of great power and that they
had better take care No more trouble from anyone
or anything sase my own indigestion and that apparently
15 beyond the reach of magre

Apnl 19 1 am sent small pamphlet 1bout misstonary
work 1 the Mandla District published by the Church
Missionary Society enutled In Tiger Jungles and bear
ing on cover thrdhing pictare of some ferocsous mumal
being pursued by Anghcan dergyman with a gun We
are greatly struck by progress of Chustian spint Among
the Gonds
That the teaching grien to the young {savy the writer]
has not been without result was stnkingly Hustrated
duning the war The efforts of Government to gun
recrwts from the Gonds met with lnle or no respanse
and an appeal was made to the Chnstian Gonds  \sa
result tuenty five per cent of the ehigible men joned up
and thirough them many non Christtan Gonds — To show
s apprecsation the Gorvernment inserted a speaial para
graph tn the Garette pramng n glowmg tesms the
Christian community and holding 1t up a3 a patiern
of good auzensup and toyalty
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MAXING A FIRST-CLASS ORATOR {1982

A notable victory for the Prinice of Peace,

Apnt 2l Gxguc storm bursts upon us had driving
almost horszontally into the rooms and we experience
A the benefits of wngauon. Portions of roof fly
cxatedly into the air, and one cormet shaws tendency
w fisp up and down like the wing of an aptated hen
Hold on to this and keep 1t firmly under control, while
Shamrao praps up one of the walls

Apnl 22 Go through fields and find scene of ntter
desolation  Crops of already half-starning Gonds almoss
enturely rumed by yesterday's storm, and at same tune,
reeene informatron that fields of rsch Brahmin recently
wnted were undamaged  Ways of Provid surely
very odd?

May ] Elderly Agana (Blacksmith) badly mauled
by bear in dutant village brought to us 10 3 litter  For
three days be had been delased beciuse no one would
cany bim because be was ahighaly lower caste, A Gond
must not carry even a dying man f he comes of 2 wrong
Lmily  Theolomial s oecuts 1o Ashram on Agana
requesting that hus huter should be slung from the roof
10 that be may be suspended between earth and heaven
xnd thusbe safe from the spints who ohabit both, Thn
Shamrao sternly refuses winch 2nnoys me, and I pont
out that according ta our sdeals respect 53 due 1o ey
form of selizious convicton.

May 6 Hear of good method of turming 2 Biew borm
il into 3 fnstdut ontor Touch the up of his
tongue with a yazor s old Canpat, and when he
¥rows up ke will be av walkateve as 3 bagher

g of ey o T b1 o aths
when enteruny, &.:k;&a: TP thei boows on
4 o and find some difficulty 1o
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1932] NEW COOX'S LIFE THREATENED

to Fust Edition Errata and Table of Contents he
decided that he had had enough and gase the book
back remarking that the Iife of the sant was not so
wspinng as he had hoped  Progress of writing greatly
hampered by multitude of ants who climb brasely and
persistently all over my body and refuse to go away

Cook goes at last to our great rehief and vallage boy
takes has place

Aprl 18 Wuch threatens new cook with hngenng
death sf he does not lewse our service while stomach
wirns me of similar fate for myself of he continues 10 st
Very great dilemma  Ultimately inform willage that I
also vm a panda or priest of great power and that they
had better tke care No more trouble from amyone
or anything save my own mdigestion and that tpparently
1s beyond the rewch of magic.

Apnl 19 1 am sent small pamphlet 1bont missionary
work 1 the Mandla District published by the Church
Misstonary Soctety entitled In Tiger Jungles and bear
g on cover thulling picture of some ferocious wnimal
being pursued by Anghcan dergyman sath a gun We
are greatly struch by progress of Chrisuan spirt 1mong
the Gonds
That the teaching gisen to the young {says the wnter]
has not been without result was swihingly sHustrated
during the wiar  The cffonts of Government to gun
recruits from the Gonds mct waith httle or no response
and an apper} was made to the Christian Gonds s 1
result twenty five per cent of the chigsble men jomed up
and through them many non Christian Gonds — To show
3ts appreaiation the Gosvernment snserted 1 speaial para
graph n the Gazette prasng n glowmng terms the
Chrstian communty and holding 1t up as 3 pattern
of gaod atizenship and loyalty
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ANATHEMATIZED 1932
ham to ham s an effort to get comfortable on our rather
uncven cowdunged Boor ‘You, my Lord, were 2
chaplan 1n the war  You lived among those whose
profesnon was to kil others You gave them your
motal suppott” (the Bushop nods with emphasis) *and
you did all you could to help your s1de to win ¥ have
umply been a sort of chaplam ta an army whose hands
are not blood stasned but who are using the weapons
of non violence and truth  And I want my side to win
Why if I am wrong were you nght?  Haven t Congress-
men souls?® Bushop looks a hule dubious at this
audacious suggestion but ean only say, *Well, 1t takes
2 great deal to save the soul of a Comgressman’®
Finally visitors get up to go and as be leaves Bishop
pronounces an 1mpressise anathema

*You are a trator
to the cause of Chrust

You are a trautor to the King
Emperor  You are domg the work of the devil”

They drive off 1n 2 Burry of sndignant dust and only
then oo late realuze that n the excitement we bave
rompletely forgotten to offer the poor creatures tea.

Reflect that 1ts a topsy turvy warld Unequal, as
Mr Weller used 10 53y when his rum wasn ¢ mixed balf
and hall However console myself by compoung hitle
pocm

Remember hould you e er grow slack
Repreaing the sed tious Blacke
The Cross i1 on the Umion Jack
Uey 47 Litle Ganesh at fast walks a few yards,
encouraged by mother who tells him o smagne that
kehacok chavngaben Dendeto Pay a four months'
Wt 1o Europe,
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1952} A RECREANT PRIEST

squatting on the floor This may account for very very
curious conversatson which follows The Bishop apens
unpromisingly by saymg he cannot have anything to do
with us because (a) we are followers of Gandhi the
great enemy of Christ i modern India (B) we hawe
assocated with  that recreant priest C F Andrews
and (¢) we are wearing khadh the symbol of brute force
At this pomnt younger of the two missionares small,
pik and (I suspect) Fundamentalist who had armed
in India a month ago exclamms suddenly n very solemn
voice I do mot see any use my Lord i discusing
the affairs of Christ with a renegade  In fact he s more
than a renegade he 1s a trastor  he has betrayed his
country and hus Lord and has thrown m his lot with
thewr enemtes  What profit 1s there i discussing the
things of the hingdom with such a2 man? Ths almost
too good to be true 1s the sort of remark that com
pensates for the traals of a lifetsme and T wink delighted
Iy at Shamrao but unfortunately man of God ntercepts
this and turns even pinker than before
Nao pniest of mme says the Bishop may have any
polittcal views I suggest some precedents such as St
Thomas Aquinas and Archiushop Temple 1 dont
care about the Archbishop you mnght as well quote the
Dean of Caaterbury In my dwcese there will be
nothing of the land But if a Congressman wished
to become 1 Christan dergyman?  Then he must
forswear the Congress But your dergy have the
Unton Jack 1 their churches Isnt that pohnics?
Ab but the Union Jack 18 the standard of the Cross
* A bloody Cross exclaums Shamrzo unable to restramn

hamself further
Ity agan while the unfortunate Bishop shifts from
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A DISCIPLE OF THE MAHATMA {1932

adequite bedding, on floor of stone seranda which 18
well sentilated by tcecold wind n front of hospreal
Lwvatory (non Bushy which has no door 2nd 1 evidently
vsed by many sofferers from dysentery

Nowember 7 Orderly Tesponuble for deaming lava
iy dead Sh

hat better 1

tory apparently d
develop heavy cold

November 9 Mistionary Jady comes over from large
and comfortable bungalow and remarks how braang
this fine cold weather 15, Ruse from Soor on which 1
bave been squatting and seading Poems of Feliaty to
greet her wath old world courtesy but am unable to
endonse her curious statement.

Noember I8 Take Shamrao to Poona for treatment
3t the Susoon Hospital and stay myselt at the Servants
of Indiz Socety where catering and company are as
vsual beyond praise Lunch m aty wih perhaps over
ealous duaiple of Mahatma Gandhi who mforms me 1
avere voice that no one who eats salt can posmbly
xpect to retun s chastity  Constrained by this to
ltase Targe heiping of this commodity on wide of my
phate untouched while T awallow rather tasteless dal and
neeasbest Taan At dose of meal am gven bowl of
milk and according to hifelong custom remove un and
dnpe it over side. Distaple again rebukes me by pomnt
g out that no poor man could afford o waste food
ke that. In spate of this find myself totally mcapable
ol estng depressedlocking bit of crumpled skin and
Yewve dmingroom feeling both immoral snd an

Mert Tlindn foend who tells me thay he had ance
thouzht of beroming a Chnstian owiny 10 remarkable
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1932} VISIT TO EUROPE

June 15. Leave for Europe, while Shamrao goes for
three months’ medical training.

November 1, Arrive again in Bombay with gramo-
phone (old), stuffed African mongoose, rather senti-
mental statue of St Francis, and ancient leopard shin,
on which I have to pay customs duty of Rs I6, which
strikes me as excessive. Met by charming young
Brahmin, Srikant, who is to help us for a time and who
gives me news that Shamrao is sexiously ill, so lease by
Calcutta Mail that night.

November 3. Arrive in Pendra Road at midnight
and am, met by carpenter with good news that Shamrao
is better. A fine symbol~~midnight, a village carpenter,
good news! In early morning go to mission hospital
and find Shamrao entirely alone, except for carpenter,
and weak and thin. Custom in mast Indian hospitals
to provide only medicine, nursing and caoking to be
performed by wives, This js inevitable in view of caste
restrictions, but falls rather heavily on those who, like
Shamrao, have neither caste nor wives, However, as he
is just able to walk, I abtain his discharge at once. See
three cars and a bullock-care standing in mission com-
pound, and ask—hoping for more—for loan of bullock:
cart to carry Shamrao to dak bungalow two miles distant,
Rather offhand lady regrets that it, and also presumably
the three cars, are engaged, so we walk very slowly and
in the middle of the day back to the bungalow, and S.
is so excited at my rcturn that he is none the worse
for it.

November 6. Srikant, with other helpers and small
dog of good family named Rajah, go up to Karanjia.
Shamrao has relapse with very alarming temperature,
and we return to hospital. Camp, with singularly in.
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A DISCIPLE OF THE MAMATMA [1932

sdequate bedding on floor of stone Veranda which 18
well ventilated by wecold wind m front of hospusal
Usatory (non Bush) which has no deor and 15 evidently
vied by many sufferers from dysentery
Norember 7 Quderly responuble for

deaming lava
1

tory 2p y dead hat better I
derelop heavy cold

November §  Missionary lady comes over from large
and comfortable bungalow and remarks how bracing
this fine cold weather 13 Ruse from floor on which I
have been squatung and reading Poems of Fehaty to
greet ber with old world courtesy but am unable to
endorse her curions statement.

Noember 18 Take Shamrao to Poona for treatment
at the Savsoon Hospital and stay myself at the Servants
of India Society where catenng and company are as
usual beyond prawe  Lunch in aty with perhaps over
fealous disaaple of Mahatma Gandhi who mfotms me 1
severe voice that no one who eats salt can possibly
expact to retan hus chasuty  Construned by the ¢o
feave Targe helping of this commodity on side of my
plate untouched while I swallow racher tasteless dal and
fice 23 best Y can - At dose of meal am gaven bowl of
milk and according 1o lifelong custom remave skin and
drape st over side.  Disaple agam rebukes me by pamt
in3 out ¢hxt no poor man could afford to waste food
Tke that In spute of ths find mpself totally 1ncapable
of eatng depressed looking but of aumpled skin and
Yeave dining room feching both 1mmoral and an
oppresvr

Nect §1 ndu friend who tells me that he had once
thowg'yt of becoming a Chrstan awing to vemarkable
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1982} VISIT TO EUROPE

June 15 Leave for Eurape while Shamrao goes
three months medical tramng

November 1 Artive agam m Bombay with grar
phone {old) stuffed African mongoose rather sei
mental statue of St Franas and ancient leopard sk
on which I have to pay custems duty of Rs 16 wh
strikes me as excessne  Met by charming you
Brahmin Srihant who 1s to help us for a time and w
gaves me news that Shamrao 1s seriously il so leave
Calcutta Mail that night

November 3 Armive n Pendra Road at mudnyg
and am. met by carpenter with good news that Shamt
1s better A fine symbol—midnight a willage carpent
good news! In early morning go to mussion hospt
and find Shamrao entirely alone except for carpent
and weak and thin  Custom m most Indian hospit:
to provide only medicine nursing and cooking to
performed by wives  This 1s inevitable 1n view of cat
restrictions but falls rather heanily on those who It
Shamrao hasve nesther caste nor wives Howeter a8l
13 Just able to watk I obtamn hrs discharge at once §
three cars and a bulloch-cart standing 1 mission <ot
pound and ash—hoping for more—for loan of bulloc
cart to carry Shamrao to dak bungalow two miles distarn
Rather offhand lady regrets that it and also presumab
the three cars are engaged so we walk very slowhy an
w the middle of the day back to the bungalow and |
1s 50 excited at my return that he 19 none the wort
for 1t

November § Srikant with other helpers wnd sma,
dog of good family named Rajah go up to haranp
Shamrao has relapse with very alarming temperature
and we return to hospital  Camp wih singularhy
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4 DISCIPLE OF THE MABATMA {1952
adequate bedding on fioor of stone veranda which 1s
well venttlated by rcecold wind mn front of hospital
lasatory {non Bush) which has no door and e evndently
used by many suflerers from dysentery

\qvember 7 Ordesly responuible for deanng fava
Iy dead St h

tory 2pp Y better 1
derelop heavy cold

November §  Musuonary lady comes auver from large
and comfortable bungalow and remarks how bracing
thys fine cold weather 13 Ruse from Boor on which I
hase been squatting and readimg Poems of Felicity to

greet her with old world courtesy but am umable to
endorse her cunous anatement.

“ovember 18 Take Shamrao to Poona for treatment
3t the Sassoon Hospital and stay mysell at the Servants
af India Soaety where eatenng and company are as
il beyond prase  Lunch i aty with perhaps over
ealous disaiple of Mahatma Gandhi who informs me
severe voree that no ane who eats salt an possibly
expeat to retam his chastiy Constrained by this to
teave targe belping of this commodity on ude of my
plate umouched while 1 swallow eather tasteless dal and
uce 3 best T on - At dose of mead am gwen bowl of
rult and acoording to felong custom remore sk and
drape it over nde. Duscrple agamn sebukes me by pomnt
ing out that no poor man could afford to waste food
Ve that In spite of thus find mpself tonally ncapatle
of caung deprened looking tit of crumpled skan and
lene dinngroom feehing both tmmoral and an
opprenor

Meet Hindn friend who tells me that he b
ad once
thawshy o ‘bervming 3 Chrystsan owmg 1o remarkable
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1952} VISIT TO EUROFE

June 15 Leave for Europe, while Shamraa goey for
three months’ medical tramng

November 1 Amrnve agam m Bombay with grame-
phone (old) stuffed African mongoose, rather sentt
mental statue of St Franas and ancent leopard skin
on which T have to pay customs duty of Rs 16, which
strikes me as excessive Met by charming young
Brahmin Srikant who 15 to help us for a time and who
gives me nens that Shamrao 1s seriously dll so leave by
Calcutta Mail that mght

November 3 Armive sn Pendra Road at mudmght
and am met by carpenter with good news that Shamrao
s better A fine symbol—mudnight a willage carpenter,
good news! In carly mornmng go to mussion hospual
and find Shamrao entirely 1lone except for carpenter,
and weak and thin  Custom m most Indian hospials
to provide only medicine nursing and cooking to be
performed by wives  This 15 mevitable 1n view of custe
restrictions bur falls rather heavily on those who like
Shamrao have nesther caste nor wites Howeser as he
15 Just able 1o walk I obtam hrs discharge at once  See
three cars and a bullodocart standing m mission com
pound and ask—hoping for more~for Joan of bullock
cart to carry Shamrao to dak bungalos two miles distant
Rather offhand lady regrets that 1t and also presumably
the three cars are engaged so we walk very slowly 1nd
n the muddle of the dav back to the bungalow and §
s so excuted at my return that he 1 none the worse
for 1t

November 6 Srikant with other helpers and small
dog of good famuly named Raph go up to haranpa
Shamrao has relapse with very alanmng temperature
and we return to hospital  Camp with singularly an
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A DISCIFLE OF THE MAHATMA {1932

dequate bedding, on floor of stone veranda which is
well ventilated by icecold wind, m front of hospital
laeatory (non flush) which has no door and 1 evidently
wsed by raany sufferers from dysentery

Xovember 7 Orderly responsible for cleanmg lava-
tory apparently dead Shamrao somewhat better Y
develop heavy cold

November ¢ Musvionary lady comes over from large
and comfortable bungalow and remarks how breang
this fine cold weather 1 Ruse from floor on whch 1
bave been squatting and reading Poems of Fehaty to
greee ber with old world courtesy, but am unable to
endotse her cusious statement.

November I Take Shamrao to Poona for treatment
at the Sassoon Hosputal, and stay toyself at the Servants
ol India Socicty, where catening and company are as
uiual beyond prase  Lunch 1n aty with perhaps over
zealous duscaple of Mahatma Gandhs who tnforms me i
severe voice that no one who cats salt can possibly
expect to retun s chasuty  Constramed by this to
feave larze helping of this commodny on uide of my
plate untouthed while I swallow rather tasteless daf and
nee a3 best T an At dose of meat am ginen bow) of
milk, and sccording to bfelong custom remove skin and
drape it over nde.  Misoiple agaim rebukes me by pont
irg out that no poor man could afferd to waste food
e that In spite of this find myself totally ineapable
of eating depressed looking hit of erampled skan, and
leave dimingroom feching both  immaral and an
opfrenar

Meet §hndu friend who tells me that ke had once
thought of becoming a Christian oang to remarkable

4



1952} VISIT TO EUROPE

June 15 Leave for Europe, while Shammo goes for
three months' medscal trammng

November 1 Arrive agam mn Bombay with gramo-
phone (old), stuffed African mongoose, rather sentt
mental statue of St Francs, and ancient leopard skin,
on which ¥ have to pay custams duty of Rs 16, which
strikes me as excessne  Met by charming young
Brahmun Srekant, who s to help us for a ume and who
gives me news that Shamrao s serrously 1, s0 Jeave by
Calcutta Mait that mght

November 3 Asmrnve in Pendra Road ar mmdmght
and am met by carpenter with good news that Shamrae
18 better A fine symbol~-midmght a village carpenter,
good news! In early mornwng go to mussion hospital
and find Shamrao entwwely alone cxcept for carpenter,
and weak and thin  Custorn 1n wost Indian hospitals
to provide only medicine nursing and cookmng to be
performed by wives  This 15 mevitable 111 view of aisie
restncuons but falls rather heastly on those who, bke
Shamrao have netther caste nor wives However as be
s Just able to walk I obtam hrs discharge at once  See
three cars and a bullock-cart standmg m mission com
pound and ask—hoping for more—for Joan of bullock
cart 10 carry Shamrao o dak bungalow two miles dhstant
Rather offhand fady regrets that it and also presumably
the three cars are engaged so we walk very slow)y and
w the muddle of the day back 1o the bungalow and §
B so exated ar my return thac he (s none the worse
for 1t

November 6 Stikant, with other helpers and small
dog of good family named Raph go up to haranpa
Shamrao has relapse with sery alarmung temperature,
and we resurn to hosprtal  Camp, with singularly n
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SHE CRASTLTY MATLF {1932

Tt 1 30 Jong since I histened to lectuzes crganized by
Allnce of Horour that really hase forgotten Answer to
ths question, o try to pass it off by ashing 1f he approves
of interdiming bétween members of difierent Eastes

*Ram Ram, Ram, Ram, Ram My boy dimes with
lowaste Today, he takes tobacce  Tomorrow he
\nterdines. The day after, he elopes wath gl Then
you don’t know how to keep pure? I tel you Never
took onwoman Bow head in her presence, as Lakshman
neser saw anything bus the leet of Sita‘—not very help-
Fal thus T thought, for 2 foot fetishist, *See that. Bow
head  Not one single lutle peep It you allow only
one littde crack e Your soul, just b1 enough for ant to
get throush, chastity will run out’

Tinng somewhat of the chasuty mouf, I nise and
sk for bil

“We shalt not talk of bill My asustant will bring
Trolv some wellduposed dety directed you here
Wonld you had stayed tonger You really keep pure
without wurical operation? You are very fortunate.
Would vou had staved Jonger Today we are acquant
anted tonzht we had been Inends. tomorrow, we had
been brothers,  Alter all this ¢he least T expect 13 a
free dinner but when asnstant brngs bill, find that 1
have been onercharped

Noverber 29 Amwe back in Kavanpa, and mme
?“;" put In hand extension of Kshram  Everythung

b dome in Gond nyle by Gonds with result that a most
pttosque 3nd oneomforable {ser of binildings are
[::"“um\, The[ one hterate woman 1o naghbourhood

© narmes of every building jn leners of mud
e w3l Fond dog Ragth (ull tsabinbed o6 mcmber
\

. s Y



1932} HOW TO BE SANNYASI

effect of praying to Chnist during games of tenmis that
he mught win But later, he began studying the
Bhagavadgta, and learning there that it was 3 mauer of
profound ndifference whether he won or not be
femamed a Hondu

November 25 Returmng to haranya, find myself
faced with four hours wawt at hmim  Go outside staton
to small bulding msanbed  Ryall Hindu Restrunt ' and
order a Second Class Gentleman’s dinner  Thists senved
to me by the proprietor himsclf who having learnt my
name 1s an\ous to serve a person of such smportance
This 15 greatest of honours he began-—his Enghish was
almost as madequate as his dinner— to have great man
of learming at my table One day svery soon I shall
give up alt to follow you as your disciple  But now Tet
me tell you how to be sanmyas A sanmyas must 7ot $13¥
more than twenty four hours 11 one place It he stay
longer the first dvy he 15 an acquamtance n two days
he 13 a friend s four dnys he has a wife and children
He must cit nothing to exate passions—no chulls which
gres burth to anger nd no meat. A man cats meat
today and tomorrow he wamnts two dozen women 11 hus
harem  You cn only subdue passions on half full
belly

“This seems to me strange doctrme for 2 hotel keepet
and I sav so

\What care 1 for hotel? I tell sou lou smust aut

down 1our food from thirty two fistfulls 1o twenty mac,
then 1o twenty seven and then to nneteen  And T can
charge as much for tvents as for thirty two  But i me
you unmarnied manr  Then how you Leep purc?  Tell
me method 1 want to know best method
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A RELILF LXPEDITION {1e32

December 31 Deputy Commussioner of Balaspur
ammves with Tehied expedition conssting of medical
officer, s3ying that although I am outnde his ciminal,
I am wihin hus spirtual junisdsctsion MO gives me
enormous and panful wnjection, but we are all much
cheered by visit, and [ begin to feel better
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1932) s.u:mncuu. SPINNING

of Ashram puyq fear ss pop strictly vegetanan as ne at
Present are Uymg to be

Decemper 7 Dupcnsary now unrecognzable so well
€qQuipped 55 4 no longer wyp ool proof piils but with
tnctures aeyq, SPIfits mnor Surgical apparatus and
Sinuseer Iookmg rubber tyheg lay Bramophone for firye

Sittng 1ngde the box

December g Shamrag returng Tooking somenhat
Worn but almos, immedinte]y begms to improve Make
desperate attempts 14 Ntroduce Spinning and carding
having peen gnen o understand ‘hyy this 15 the only
really vapq form of ‘illage seryice but as no cotton
Brows (g Iocahty difficult 1o make 3 , busmess pro-
POsItion  Besygas Gonds ay 2y that they don ¢ want
10 Waste theyy time working anq would much rather
dance Try to Perform dayy 388N (sactifice) of spin
mng mysaf bue only Snkant\whosc character has been
purified p Jal—joms me an  thyy prous  exercise
Shamrag SUSBeEsts thay as pe Wil be an ygng for at
least ehpee more manghs Bt crosy 45 already heavy
enough Do oy belteve ¢ty

Decernber 25 Thirty o forty chygrep come to
dinner and n €vening villagers perform highly 1
Appropriate dances m front of chape]

Decemer 27 Davelop ‘ery alarming Jungle ferer
which evep Shamea fnow 2Ccomplished amateur
Physician fingds beyondlhus powery

December 29 World confused and misty by, aware
that car has come to fetdt me down to hospua ¢ Pendra
Road whyeh not unyturally dechine
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A RELIEF EXPEDITION {1932

December 31 Deputy Commussioner of Budaspur
amves with relief expedition consustig of medical
officer, saying that although I am outside his crimunal,
{am wnhin bas spurimal pumsdicion MO gives me
enormous and painful wnjection, but we are all much
cheered by vint, and I begn 1o feel better



1932] SACRIFICIAL SPINNING

of Ashram, but fear is not strictly vegetarian, s we at
present are trying to be.

December 1 Dis ¥ now unrecognizable, so well
equipped 18 1, no longer with fool proof pills, but wih
tinctures, acids, spirits, minor surgical apparatus and
sinister looking rubber tubes  Play gramophone for frst
time to immense excitement of yillagers, who g0 round
and round st trying to find out where the naise comss
from and finally decide that there must be a hutle man
sietmg mnude the box

December 20 Shamrao returns, looking somewhat
warn, but almost immediately begins to mprove  Make
desperate attempts to mtroduce spping and qrdieg
having been gren to understand that this 1s the only
really valid form of village service but as mo coton
grows n locality, difficult to mahe 1t a business pro
posiion  Besides, Gonds all say that they don't want
to waste therr tme working and would much nlhf’
dance  Try to perform damly yagna (sacrifice) of spin
nieg myself, but only Stikanc—whose character has been
purtfied 1 jul—joms me n this plous exercite
Shamrao suggests that as be wifl be an mvald for at
feast three more months, his cross 1s already heny
enaugh. Do not believe thrs

December 25 Thuty or forty children come (0
dinner, and in evenmy vilagers perform highly in
appropriate dances 10 front of chapel

December 27 Darelop very alarming jungle fever
which even Shamrdp, now accomphshed  amateur
physician, finds beyond\s powers

December 29 World confused and misty, bur aware
that car has come to ferds me down to hoamtal at Pendra
Road, which [ not unghrturally decine
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1933

January 2 Childrens School opens with ten tiny
boys and guls who are at once guen hot bath 2nd
drewed in guily coloured clothes. They are then pre-
wnted 1o exprnsne Montessor apparams fungle Gym
and & sandpit which they snspect with great solemnaty,
and then go away to comer of compound and begn
to piay a3t ploughing wih two or three bis of wood

January § Fever definitely over and begin to caawl
lowly about Ashram wishing that {posibly mnstaken?)
adherence 1o Gandhnan prinapies had not prevented me
fror 1aving 10 stock of beer

January 10 Montewor: school now m full swng
under ¢ of enth young cofleague who,
despite tendency 1o talk hike Rabindranath Tagere 18
evidently adepe at chuld prychology  Tremble 1o thuk,
bowever what will be the esult of any further develop-
ment of tacile sense of Gonds,

Jemuary M

Tleasant sensation of bewng almost an
Fatly Chrutan developed by outbreak of opposition tn
Al duecuom. Antiens witch of temifnng aspect, agan
threatems cook with lingering death of he continues to
woek for ot Forest offiaal apreads alarming tale thar
we e sexedy planming to any children away to
Englind and there ferally coment them to Chnstiansty
13






1933

Jonuery 2 Childrens School opens with ten uny
boys and grls wha are at onee guen hot bath and
dressed 10 gaily colouted lothes.  They are then pre-
sented to expenine Montessons apparatus Jungle Gym
and a sandpit which they snspect with great solemnuy,
and then go away 1o comer of compound and begin
to play at ploughing with ™o or three bits of wood

January 5 Fever definitely oses and begin to arawl
slawly about Ashram wishing that (possibly mistaken?)
adherence 16 Gandbuan prinaples had not prevented me
from laving 1 stock of beer

Jonuary 10 Montessony whool now n full swing
under d of emih young ol ‘who
doipite tendency to tatk hike Rabindranath Tagore
evulenty adept at chuld psychology  Trembie 1o think,
however what wail be the result of any further develop-
ment of tacule wense of Gonds,

Jenagey If

Pleatant umsation of bang almost an
Farly Chrustian developed by outbresk of opposition 1n
sl directsone. Anaent witdh ol terntying aspect agam
tresters cook with lingening death of he eonunues to
wark foe et Forest ofictal sprexds alamung wale that
¥e e weoely planmng to amy didren away to
trgland and there forably convent them 1o Chrisuanity
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1933

January 2 Chidrens Sthool opens with wen uny
boyr and girh who are at once ginen hot bath and
dresed 1n galy coloured dothes, They are then pre
sented 10 expensine Montesson apparatus Jungle Gym
amd a2 sandpit which they wnspeet wath great sclemnaty,
and then go away to comer of compound and bemn
10 play 3t plougimg with tvo ot whree tits of wood

Jenusry 3 Fever definitely over and begin to crawl
slowly about Ashram washang Tt {powbly mastakendy
adherence 10 Gandhuan prinaples had not prevented me
from favng m siock of beer

Jemuary 10 Monessort school now i full swang
under 4 ot enth young gue who
gepite tendeney 1o 1tk ke Rabindranath Tagore s
exidentty adep 2 ohild prychology  Tremble to thnk,

however what will be the result of any further develop-
ment of rcile wnse of Gonds,

Januery 14 Plesant wntation of beng almost an
farle Chamuan developed by owbreak of oppontion in
altd recions. Anaent witch of tembying aspect, agam
threy £y gook wah lingening death ot he continues o
word for en, Foren offal sproady alwming tale that
w¢ Rt weaudy panmng 10 ary duddren away ta
Ergiand and there forebly convert them to Christuanty
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1933} CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL

Another faction dubs our village Ksaitola, or the Jesms
Village, to the great wrath of its inhabitants,

January 17. Montessort children, I am told, can now
definitely distinguish between concept of noise and
concept of sound. My own senses apparently less highly
developed, for when I suggest that noise is what is
produced by children at time of morning bath (which
they resent) and sound 1s accompanmment of thew mid-
day meal, I am regurded as merely fuppant

January 19 First full moon and Children's Festival,
Boys dress, or rather undress, as sadhus, covering
their bodies with ash, and go fram hous¢ to house,
dancing and begging a httle nce or salt  When they
have enough, thes bring wood {rom the jungle, and the
tutle gurls prepare a feast

January 28 Densty of populanion m this dustrict
supposed to be only eghty eight to the square mile
but, to amone hving 1 the Ashram it seems more
bke eight hundred and eighty-eighe Buld very curious
hittle hut at back of chapel with concealed entrance, so
as to have some corner wn which to escape thus constant
publicity

February ¢4 The dog Rajh eaten by a panther.
Am misguided not to say heartless, enough to write in
a waggsshness following account of his death n a letter
arculated to {riends

1 hase to record a tragic event—the death of the
gungett member of our Ashram Brother Rapah, who
as been hilledl by 1 panther Rajh was a true
Franoscan, though I greve (o say that he wat never
admutted to formal membership of the Church of
England  His puncrualis at meals and ha constang

cheerfulness even after them set an example to us alt
1 have never known anjone less tanted with cice
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A PANTHIR GATHERS RAJAR {1933

prejudice  On the eseng of tis death he had been
utting lstemang wath thay air of quiet revgmanion which
w beame him to a long duscussion on the New
\foraliry when he got up and lft the room for Fully
Adequate Reasons, Out n the datk a panther was
waiting for just such an addiven tg hus dwet “There
wis 2 gwilt 1eap and wathout 2 bark Raph was gathered
1o hus canine Jathens,

Febryary 8 Shamrao yemoves a1l hair from hus head
(thouzh mot by pamful method~—adocated by Jam
ascetics~—of plucking 1t out hare by haw) n order he
1373 to become more spintual  Whether this weatment
will succeed or no remuns t0 be seen but the rest of
us by tocking at him wall undoubtedly ncrease our
sl foree punfying effeqs of pun bang well known
and Shamrao now looks ke Schopenhaner s wdea of the
teat nature of the Universe

February 12 Though children and parents alike

thow utmant suspicton of our whoal chiefly an curious
fround that we do not beat the children and therefore
must have something up our sleeves duipensary it
thronzed with pauents from wade arele of wllages. O1d
man mikes four days fourney 0 beg for something that
will take hum to another world  Gonds have extensive
medial tradition of their own bt their jungle remedaes
they v no longer wark in this Kal Yug the Age of
Dartkness which began when Government took forest
trom them  However vouune seems 10 have been esta
Blutied that sick perons should first 1y Gond mediane
1hen o for 2 lutde fanch healing at the nesvest, AN 3,
a3 then when all hope 1t pat come to ws, The other
€2y there was 3 chatd n village suffenng from what
woull peobally be aaffed frolapt of the intestine.
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1933} CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL

Another faction dubs our sillage Isaitola, or the Jesus
Village, to the great wrath of s stthabuants

January 17. Montessors chaldren, I am told, ean now
defimtely distinguish between concept of noise and
concept of sound My own senses apparendly less highly
developed, for when I suggest that nossc is what i
produced by chifdren at tsme of morming bath (which
they resent) and svund 15 accompaniment of ther mid
day meal, T am regarded as mercly fappant

January 19 First full moon and Chsldren's Festival
Boys dress, or rather undress, as sadhus, cnenng
therr bodies with ash, and go from house to house
daneng and begmng a btile vee or salt When they
have enough, they bring wood from the jungle, and the
bitsle girls prepare a feast

January 28 Denssty of populanon i this district
supposcd to be only eighty esght o the square e
but to amvone hung n the Ashram st scems more
tihe cight hundred and eighty-eight  Binld very curiout
hatle hut at baek of chapel wath concealed entrance, 30
a3 t0 have some corner 1 which to escape this constant
pubhiaity

February 4 The dog Raph emen by a panther
Am musgusded, not o say heartless enough fo write 1t
2 waggishness following account of s death in a ltetter
arcutated to friends

1 hase 1o tecord a tragic event ~the death of the
oufirest member of our Ashram Brother Ragh whe
{ns iecn lalled by a panther Raph was a true
Francsean, though I grieve 10 31y that he was never
admutted to formal memberstup of the Church of
England  fhis punciuality at meals, and hus constant
cheerfulness even alter them, sct an example 10 us alf
1 have never known amone Jess tamnted with race
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A LATE NIGRT {1033
head. By mdmght we resch Dindont and take shelter
in DX Dungalaw and am able to dry clothes s front
of amouldening fire. Up early next momng but bus
agam starts five hours Jate  Not for first ume regre
my lak of 2 really wolent tempes  About 110 go
down to motorstand vowing to texr dniver to preces,
and fnd tum cloly begmmng 10 ok his duner
Dlow of steam at tum i execrable Hindiand he
uniles and snwites me to share the meal and before X
know where I am we are roanng with taughter to-
gether and the bus 1 two bours later sull  When we
do stant we make good progress for thuty mules and
then stick tn a iver  After trying 10 get the ar out
for over an hour 1 suggest that it would be lighter 1o
me

ove 1f the purdah fadies would very fandly descen
Rut 2 thi \

seems g LR a3
nntamount to praposing an assaudt on ther vinue and
1 become 2 sort of monal outest At once deade to
£0 on by myself and walk the yemaming twelve miles
heme  After three miles it begins to thin agan and
won gets pich duk Lose my w2y wandering about
in felds and junzle tying to get direction by hghe of
vivid finhes of | ghining  Hase already i imapnanon
tad wverat of ¢y own obitusry notices, when a
spenalty brzht Rash reveals that T am tanding withan
3 frwe yardy of home  With a foud ary 1 dash {nude
enly to prove truth of saying of RS, that 1t 53 better
10 travel hopefully than 10 amve Tor 1t hat been ramn

inz vea tidy in Karanges enee 1 el and there s not 2
2 19t {n the Asheam,

Fe'mary 27 Develop  ahicken
pez, umabls
Nateres way of reminding me at T am l\}:;lﬁa dn\d’.
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1933] EXPEDITION TO HMANDLA

Parents catch 3 river crab, roast it and give it to ild
to eat. Child is completely cured.

February 18. Go on expedution to Mandla on busi-
ness concerning land, and am lavishly entertained by
Iawyer whose acguaintance I make in bus. Nearly
drowned in storm of ramn which, most unseasonably,
bursts upon us.

February 22 As these are the days of great Amar
kantak Fair, buses are runnimg all way from Mandla to
Karanpa and beyond, roads hawvng been specally re
paired for thus purpose  Book seat m bus scheduled to
s1art at 100 am and take my seat at 130 At 20 main
begins to €all. while bus ss slowdy foaded with tas of
kerosene o1, purdah ladues, baskets of vegetables, bed-
ding, men of God, peasants and a polceman. At 30
we mahke a start, and 2 few nules out of Mandlz run
mito a heavy storm  No side screens, and roof leaks in
three places just above my head. Coser myscll with
thickest blanket at my disposal, but this affords no seal
protection, for water steadily trickles down my badk and
a small pond rises about my feet Ramn, 1 gusts of
relentless ferocaty, blows sidenays through window

An hour's ram quue sufficent to transform this
district anto 3 sea of mud, and to place swollen ruers,
roads hke ploughed fields and fallen trees between ut
and ewihizanen By nghtfail, bus s canling aver
mountamn roads through farest av about four mules an
hour, sometimey gomy sideways hike an enormous crab,
sometimes stopping dead with the engune sareamung
and wheels whirling 1n douds of mud, and somettmes
stalling altogether i uncanny sdence braken anly by
means of frightened purdah fadses. the werrd crses of
unseen animals, and appalling crashes of thunder aver
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THEL BLYGND THAY IS ARIN {1983

of God. Walking 1n the farest by moouhght, follow
ing lines ocour 1o ¥0C

THE BEYOSD THAY 15 ARIN
A1y Gaod Companion Up apore
1 tall of hezsty buman Jov®
T Heaven 11e wll det poe 8
To the Beyond that & Atig
A boundlen sobjanty
1s ahat appeads 10 wodern e
And i my honest doubt 1 pa
On the Beyond that {s Akir
Let Otto falk of Hol nen
Vagt truthn 31 wh th we & oy guess
1 s ruply gove 2 fnendly prin
At the Beyodd that Is Akin

Pl though e good 10 have & Lok
W ih Heaven yet § samet met b ak
Theology u weaahing thn

Y 1 this Beyord vha i AR

March 18 Ducover tats hyve been drinking our o4
by ingeniows mabod of Jetung down thewr taly snio
un and todang the upy. Raranpa rats show tpecual
Iiking however for luerature axpeaally for the more
whd pulosophiol mviews. Shamrao set 2 trap for
shem It week and baited 1t with oilseed fnied w ghee
10nd such ke volzar dehiaces, but of oowrse wihout
soorem. What he thould bave done was o set 1 with
s lew pazey of the Hibbert Jotwmnal Only this morn

fng they broke into library and ate a copy of the fevue
€ Gedngue ot de Mytigue

Herth 2 Mame lantern amves, and we pend
wverad Bt iping o make 18 work before we discover
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1933}  ANTI-ILLITERACY CAMPAIGN

but cannot understand why sa many wisitors should
have chosen just this week to come and sce me

March 3 Complete works of Saks arre just m
ume to save me from dying of humiltation over vest
cular disfigurement

March 10 As so few children seem anvious to come
to school decide to carry education to the Very Doons
of the Masses and draw up compheated scheme of
might schools for four villages This means that every
nght we are to go out to 1 village and occupy some
bodys house There we play grimophone distnibute
medicme teach the alphabet and lecture on such sub-
Jects as Simple Laws of Health Simple Laws of Pros
perity Smmple Laws of Sex (this very populir subgeet)
a htle geography saence nd history Deade to pet
magiclantern to help forward this scheme Note that
for every thousind Gonds 1n this district only four are
hterate and name our plan rather ambitiously
Ant: Ithiteracy Campaign

March 12 Esen to this remote walley, howerer,
some clements of European culture hme penetrated
Today while teachmng a boy a hutle Enghsh a Gond
who 18 sitting by announces that he too has been tn
touch with sshibs and knows thesr language Ask
eagerly for evidence of s acquantance with the
tongue of Shakespeare and Milton ‘Dmn  fool
bloody psg’ he says.

March 14 Friend sn Fngland sends me account of
2 sermon by very modern divine who had altered great
and profound phrase ‘The Beyond that 1 Within*
o * The Beyond that is Akn ', apparently m the
terest of the curious new dacnne of the Drotherhood

(24



THE BEYOND THAT (S AKIN 1933

of God. Walking in the forest by moonlight, follow
g Jnes oty to We*

THE BEYOND THAT 1§ ARIN
My Good Companion yp abore
1 ful) of hearty humsn lave
To sleaven He will fat me is
To the Reyond that fy Akin
A bowsdlen subjectivity
1 what appaals to modem me
And 2}l my bonest doubt 1 pin
©a the Beyond that fa Akin
Let Ots ik of Holinew
st troths at which we dily guess
1 simply give & friendly grin
At the Beyond that b Akin.
Rut though (8s good to buve &tk
With flaven yet § wometima thisk
Thenlogy i weuring thin
With thy Beyond that is Aun

March 18 Discoves rats have been dnnking our ol
by ingenious method of fetting down ther tads mto
tin and axhing the ups Raranpa rats show speaal
Wling however for hterature espeaally for the more
whd phulowphical reviews. Shammo st 2 tap for
them fast week and baited it with oiaced freed 1n ghee
4 sach e vulpar dehicanes, but of course without
fuccert. What he should have done was to set it with
A frw pares of the ihibbert Journal Only this morn
ing they broke into Library and ate 3 copy of the Revue
L aseingue et de Mystique

Mereh 20 Manc lintem amives, and we spend
several T tryies 10 make it work before we discover
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1933]  ANTIXLLITERAGY CAMPAIGN

but cannot understand why so many vistors should
hase chosen just this week to come and sec me

Aarch 3 Complete works of Saks armme just m
ume to save me from dyng of hembation over ves
cular dusfigurement

March 10 As so few children seem anasous to come
to sthool decide to carmy cducation to the Very Doons
of the Masses and draw up compheated scheme of
mght schools for four villiges This means that reny
night we are to go out o 1 wilage wnd occupy some
bodys house There we plav gramophone distnbute
medicine tewh the alphhet nd lecture on tuch sud
jects as Siople Laws of Hedth Sunple Taws of Pros
penin Sumple Laws of Sex (thi 1en popular subject)
2 httle geography science nd historn Decrde to get
magiclantern to help forward this scheme  Note that
for exery thousand Gonds m this distniet only lour ate
Iiterite and name our plan rither ambinoush  an
Antt Diterzey Campaign

March 12 Even to tins remote ailey  however
some elements of Furopemn lture hae penetrated
Today while teaching a boy a hitle Foglsh a Gand
who 1t sithing by announces that he ton has been 1w
touch with salubs and Lnowy thewr language Atk
eagerly for evidence of his cqumntance with the
tongue of Shakespeare and Miion  Damn  fool
bloady pig  he says

March 14 Friend in England sends me actouny of
2 sermon by very modern dpvane who had altered great
and profound phrase The Bevond that i Wahin
mito The Beyond that s Akin apparenthe o the i
verext of the cumous new decmne of the Brotherhood
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A VERY EXCITING WEDDING {1833

dean. Fores Deparument fines them for fathing to pay
this 13x on santaiion

Apnl 25 Rather unpleasamt pockmarked youth
chased by even more unpleasant snake for over 2 mile
Finally ought and biten but beyond turning black
for a few hours suffers no further sileffects.

May 2 Very exatng wedding m willage  Brde
groom s membey of Tager Sept that 15 he has speaal
1elanuons with the uger world and 18 under 1ts protec
ton  In middle of proceedings which even normally
tear 4 doser tetemblance to an QUDS Smoker than
anything elie four celebrants become posscssed with
apint of ger At once they bein 1o toar m alarmung
fahion jump in the .t and bounce about on all fours
Prosemily they Jeap on 2 godt 2nd teaning Open ns
theoat with ther teeth dnnk the hot blood

ay 8 OW Ganpat sl alter blanket attempts to
twaken the benefactor by interesung the naturahist
in e Ponty oot bud of an Who once when her
tus' and was going; on 2 journey poured ashes on his
Teatimtead of flowers and was lucky not to hane her
beak cut of for downg s At all events her irate
rraster went off wuh another prl and now all she an
do st o erv all dav long mor prhu mor puhy my Jove
my love  The hvena alo aceording 1o ofd Ganpat »
oo betier than noousht o be Tt goes by might ta any
rrwlemaie prave and samps on 1 fire mer with its
fet forefoor Then the corpse nises dowly from the
gre nd of s awn accord and the hyena does the rest,

Mey 10 Hanng announced m my fener ihe facs
emel unler february 4 of thn year am inundated
Wity dettery of wmpathy many fhends having wken
Rajth to be & burman being  Extremely dfficul leters
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1933] THE LEAST INMIBITED CHILDREN

that makers have omitted 10 send essennial part of the
apparatuy

March 28 Nightschools enthusiastically attended
by about three hundred villagers 1n all  Pleasant sight
of children teaching their parents 1o read  Montessons
school even mare flourshing with tuenty Little poly
morphous perverss busdy developing thesr tacule,
ductile  wisual and aural senses Possibly howerer,
Montessort Gospel not so much needed here as clse
where for Gonds must have the least smhibited chuld
sen in the world  Angeliclooking babes of six hawe
command of language that would flater a costermonger

Apnl 10 Vit 1o hapiddara waterfal} of great fame
and sanctits seven males anway  Tradition 1s that water
wiil only fall on head of a sant bur shrinks back
horror from all sminers  Shamrao and 1 walk beneath
falls 1 confident expectation of being able to pass dny
shod to the other sude but we must be better men than
we thought for we both get thoroughly wet~Shamrao
1o my annovance 2 htde wetter than myself

4prl 17 Lamtern now wmn workmg order but deve
lop curions tendencs no douhbt roated obscurely n my
Id to tread on ppe connecting gas gencratar with
lantern thus extingaishing flame

Aprl 1S Excepuonally mpecumous Bagas who
eamn scanty tang by beatng drum at weddings come
with stary of woe the face of ther drum having been
eaten by rats and arc curiously unconsaled by story of
my copy of Norths Plutarch having suffered same fate
They are followed by party of women who have just
been caught brngng  without heence  white mud
from hills with which to make ther houses neat and
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A vrRy pxciTing weovine (1938

clesn. Forest Department fines them for fathing to pay
this 12t on sanuation

Apnl 23 Rather unplessant pock marked youth
chawed by even more unpleasant sake for over a mite
Finally caught and biten but beyond wwrning Black
for a few hours suffers no further (lleffects.

May 7 Yoy esoung wedding o wllage Brude
groom 11 member of Tager Sept, that s be has speaal
zelations with the Lger world and 18 under 1ts protec
yon  In muddle of proceedings which even notmally
bear 3 cioser tesemblance to an O UDS Smoker dhan
anything else four celebrants become possessed wath
sputol izer At once they bemn 1o voar an alarming
Lahon jump n the 21 3nd bounce atious on alt fours
Presentdy they leap on 3 goat and teanng open Us
throat with theit teeth dnnk the hot blood

ey & Old Ganpat suil after Blanket attempts to
awken the benefacter by interesung the naturahit
in me Pomnts out ird of mn who onee when her
hud and was going on 3 journey pouted athes on Ty
bead instest of flawers, and was tucky not to have her
best cut off tor donz 0 At 2all events her arate
Taster went of with ansther gl and now all she can
do v 1o av afl day long mor prhu mor prhu my love
v love  “The hvema ato according to old Ganpat s
ra better tuan it ouzht o be. [t goes by might to any
rentrara {e grave gad S1ampy on At five times with ats
et farefot Then the corpse nises slowly {rom the
T 14 of 1ts own sccond and the hyena does the test.

Yoy 19 Hauny announeed in my letter the facts

rored under Fetruary ¢ of thus year am inundated
*th tewes of v

pathy @any Inends havine taken
RaaY 1o be 3 buman bewng  Extremely dxﬁmﬁ lertens
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1933]) THE NINETEENTH ELOPEMENT

to answer to say nothing of moral problem whether
donations excited hy supposedly dangerous conditions of
our evistence should be returned or no

May 12 Shamrao delnvers Jantern lecture on Japan
but his fund of wformauon eviporating halfway
through he calls an me for help  On spur of moment
however can thunk of nothing whatever abont [apan
except poetrv of Hitomaro and curious sex phalosophy
of Samurar but feel this hardly susted to rusuc audi
ence  Create usual diersion by treading on gaspipe
and lecture ends

May 14 Magnificent looking cowherd brought ¢o
us by dhobi as 1wxshan cook  Sohor the Ak for
such 13 this supermans name 1t once mukes himself
at home He has long black hae 1 sng of wd
red beads agamst glorious brown thront and when
drunk can perform unusualh romantie dances  Have
Little doubt that sn a week or o he will have made
tumself indispensable

Mav 17 Unnersd exatement m village over the
elopement of Tiblu long conudered our local sunt
with the Gond wife of Hyder Alis brather  After thy
no one can be conudered safe  As our cook sus You
never know where the hlow wdl fall next  This makes
the ninetcenth elopement from our vilige within the
year

May J§ Heavy srmn all dav  Lame company
gathers in dispensary where corpulent policeman soon
t1kes centre of stige with stores about robbers wnd
tugers  The Bamas savs he cin dose the jawns of 3
tiger and lead 1 about by the ear  When Lord Read
ing he says ame to hunt sn this dismet 3 Baigp
warned all the tigers to lease the jungle and the
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A GRAMOFPRORL PARTY {1933

Viceroy had 16 gpive 2 hundred rupees before he would
permit them 10 eturm. The Baga then led them one
by one befare the Viceroy s elephant with the result
that thiny two were thot. These stories accepted by
alt espectly by the Bayps present with eathunasm
May 19 After oyl bowr of apiated preparatians
mnd Nent tey prepared by Sh go with large
panty for an expedition to Ramnagar, small wilage
under the shade of taltest hall i district calted Dhutt
Amhving 3bout nix, Shamno plays gramophone (which
we have rather injudinously aliowed hum to bring) to
the willazers We are accommodated n tumbledown
and {ndewennbably dirty hut known as the Rest House
~for minor oBiaals,  After supper whach 1 not ready
tl} 950 Shamrap again plays 1he gramophone. At
mudagght party from another willaze comes for the
“tamnha 0 Shamrac plays the thing agan the fre-
quent repetition of the same two records giving pleasure
toone and Al AL20 2. go out and oy o dleepn a
field but am ducovered and dragzed back 1o a short
294 buzinfoted bed  On asting why at 1s thar what
the Gandt call beds are made 10 short 1 am told that
e it to prevems evil tpints sitting on the end and ook
Irz at you As always, theology can make almost any

ducomfort bearable and fall adeep in a glow of reh
Bout erthuniagn

May 20 Up a1 30 am 10 dimh Wl for the
Atirim expects evrry gan 16 do hus Dhun, On way
vy dututh farge wild anbmal of indeterminate breed
nleep in 3 cave Mamifieent niew from 1op and on
m:rm mte fnends with movt of the village
€ 2% Actvmities of Ashram 2y
ot fa Saleriny well known to bep;c::“pq:::[lg
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1933] THE NINETEENTH ELOPEMENT

to answer to say nothing of moral problem whether
donations excited by supposedly dangerous conditons of
our exsstence should be returned or na

May 12 Shamrao delisers lantern lecture on Japan
but s fund of wiormauon evaporating  halfway
through he calls on me for help  On spur of moment
however can think of nothing whatever about Japan
except poetry of Hitomwro and curious sex phifosophy
of Samury but feel this hardly suited to rustic andt
ence  Crente usual diersion by treading on gaspape
and lecture ends

May 14 Magmbcentlooking couherd brouzht to
us by dhobr 18 ausihan cook  Sohors the Al for
such 1s this supermans name 2t once makes humsell
at home He has long black hawr 2 surng of vind
red beads sgamst plorious brown throat and when
drunk can perform unurnaile romantie dances Hae
ltrle doubt thu m 2 week ar o he will have made
humself indispensable

AMav 77 Unwierstl exatement 1 wllige oser the
elopement of Tiblu lony considered our Jocal sant
with the Gond wife of fvder Alvs firother  After thus
no one cin be conmdered safe  As oar cook sny Yoo
perer Loow where the blow will fall next  Tius malkes
the mneteenth clopement from our sillage within the
year
AMay IS Heaw rain aff dw farge company
gathers i dupensary where corpulent policernan soon
takes centre of dage with stores about robbers and
tgers The Bumas sws he an dose the jans of a
tiger and Jead 1t about by the ear  When Lord Read
g Be aws ame to hunt i thas dutnct 2 Baiga
warned all the ugers ro leave the jungle and the
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A GRAMOYHONZ PARTY {1933

Viceroy bad to give a hundred rupees befare he would
permut them to return. The Baga then led them one
by one before the Viceroys eleptant with the result
that thirty two were shot. These stories accepted by
all especiatly by the Bagas present, with enthutiaym

Moy 19 After usual bour of agtated preparations
and excelient tea prepared by Shamrao, go with large
panty for an expedition to Ramnagar, small willage
under the shade of fallest hll m dystnct called Dhut
Arriving about six, Shamrao plays gramophone (which
we have rather mjudicously allowed hum to bring) to
the willagers, We are acoommodated i tumbledown
and ndescribabty durty hut known as the Rest House
~for minor offcsals. After supper, which 13 not ready
Gl 930 Shamrao agwmn plays the gramophone At
oudnight, party from another willage comes for the
‘tumaha 3o Shamrao plays the thing agaw, the fre-
quent repeticion of the same two records pving pleasure
toone and all At 20 2m go out and try o sleep in 2
Geld but am discovered and dragged back to a short
and bugiafested bed  On asking why 1t s that what
the Gonds all beds are made 5o short I am told that
118 to prevent evil spints sitnng on the end and look
ing atyou  As always theology can make almast any
duscomfort bearable and fall addeep 1 2 glow of rels
ous enthunaym

Moy 20 Up 21 50 am 1o chumb hell, for the
Abram expects every man 10 do hus Dhutt. On way
op disturb large wild ammal of mdetermnate breed
aleep i3 2 cave. Magmficent view from top, and on
retam make friends with most of the village

May 28 Acunnes of Ashram 2 present mamly
et 1w Seffenny, well known to be mast powerfu)
£%



1933] SUHAMRAO ON ENCLISH SOCIAL LIFE

agent active 1 world todsy  Shamrao has what he
calls bad bronchutss [ bad temper Smkant fover A
great storm of ramn at mght and the roofs not yet Iined
with leaves to mike them waterpsoof

AMay 37 Shamrio talhs at mght schoof on English
Soctal Life which he vivadly sllustrates by putting on
an old black swit of mise but as the collar has been
Tost he looks ble a cross between an Fagrend Thag
and a musichll comedian  He gises a clear 1dea of
the exact geomriphical position of London by telhing
the villwgers that if they go towwds the sunrise that
15 where 1t s

June 2 Sensittonal wisit of Amentmn  mussionary
sith Jarge double barrelled gon wnd twehve huah school
bots domg willage uphft Thes show much nterest
in childrens school and muswoniny who 35 2 PAD
tells fus company that Madame Montessary was an
Amenican and that therefore they must pas case atten
tron te her methods  Before leaving thev sing Nerro
Spirwtual beginneag rither surpringds Hatle Bre
ther Flnmn  how dn vou dot  Inwresung dnersion
csed by discorvers of cobrr under hed of young mem
ber of Ashram Tt had been there he ans for four
davs hedden in 2 box and sesterdas he sus i e 2

mouse  \shed why he let 1 there sus he hought 31

»as 73 large toxd

June 1 Polue come to nquure about \merian
mussionans who fter lenang us diegaih ot a deer
Get bbb feser and nteresting delirium  connerted
with ulumae fite of Revad Famols Go 10 Hrasen
and mect Miracle D Stanley Jones and Hentvion g
famous Ale Wof 2t the cetestrl mn The Sign of the
Homooustor byt harmons  of psoceethngy  marred
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THREE MOST SINISTER snaxes (1933
through Disraclt showing marked ngns of impauence
with conversation of Dr Stanley Jones

June 6 Shamrao gaves lecture on malania at Bondar
Aty Who are our greatest enemies? A vowe Our
wwes  General mpresnon in willages as result of
health propaganda that syplubs 15 spread by mosquitoes

June 16 Dhobs Teports popular view of me that ¥

am inmensely wealthy and live as X do 1n order so to
engage the favour of the Gods that they will give me
mare money sl Idea common m Europe that the
aseetic bfe creates good impression on the orental
mind dearly very eroneous,
June 37 Chidren protest agamnst music lesson
1thool  We have come here for knowledge not to
ang  In afternoon three of the most simuster snakes
1 have ever seen wmvade my room nmultaneousdy
Toully unable to handle stnation but have one in
fallible remedy n all such arcumstances—1 jump on
bed and shout for Shamrao By the time he comes
snakes have all disappeared wmito different parts of the
budding  Lengthy snakehunt follows and ultumately
all three are kitled  Later 1n day begun to suspect that
snakes were less deadly than they looked.

June I8 Definnely establnhed that snales were nat
the deadly krat but the harmless Sat Bahum the
Good Sisters whom they resemble Feel hike a mur
dezer of) day At mrght another large snake 1n Ashram
which escapes.

June 21 Ashram as uwal full of chidren In
aftermoon staggered by heanng Shamrao ung n loud
and throaty vowe Irs o Long Way to Tipperary in
order to gwve adminng authience some dea of Englsh
mune. The Athram of St Franas however dlearly
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1938 ESCAPE OF BABY LEOTARD

unwilhing to put up with such marsal nosses and at
540 precesely the entsre wese wadl falls fag wch a food
wndignant crash, discosenng vien  of great  beauty
across the valley  Buy a baby leopard which Shammo
rather dirmngly takes to bed with bim A fovely luttle
creature a [iwaharfal Nehry among feopards alf breed
and backbosne

June 22 Roused at 20 am by escape of baby
leopard  Loud roaring owtside suggests theory that
mather has come to ferch 12 back and snsist that pro
fonged Ieopard hunt both unnecessay wnd hazardous
Hunt however s lept up ol diwn but wchout
success

July I Make tour of mitlages to sav pood bie before
deprrung to Bombuws for the rams Al goes welf ull
we come to the official viliige schaol where we find
schoolmaster supervising the work of seven of our own
villigers whom he has xmpmmdcd for forced nd un
pud labour  Great row follows n which ¢venone
talks at the op of his soice nd the schoolmaster (who
h1s been modern enough to dve Ius beard a yoad
scrrfety waves hus arms and wags his bewd bke an
agitated munor prophet  Announce my wtention of
putting doun forced labaur 11 bad Hadh but heroie
tanes  Returning home  after praver and 1 mceh
balanced mel proceed to present evervone who sub
mitted (o the forced Iabsur with hangles ttus appareatly
beng the Fastern equinalent for the white feather
A profound sensition thus created expecaily afrter we
have told the willage headman who way really ees
ponuble what we think of bum ull we are hoarse

July 2 Headman sends tonz winded and e lacomss
cpuﬂc. hoping that I have secavered from my had
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I ARRIVE IN POOGNA {1938
temper of the previous evemng, and asking for 2 loan
of ffty rupees 3nd an elecne torch  He armes hule
later 1n person and, with most of the village, spends the
greater part of the day situng 1 the Athram After all,
one may zs well be there as anywhere else, and there may
be some piekings

July 3 Depart, leaving Ashram 1 charge of Sohart
and very senowsmnded apd trustworthy Mussalman,
Mustapha Khan  Large crowd assembled for fatewells,
covers the Wil and looks very pretty, the women in
coloured satis and the children 10 gaity-coloured school
dothes I hed company, rep! g both
Church and State mcluding & magican two watches,
Ganpat as the Oldest Inhabutant, our local Man of God,
ont Musalman friend Hyder Ali a Forest Guard, and

the Headman still hoping for hus torch see us on our
W‘y

July 15 Arrdse 1 Poona to see Bapu who
staying at the great marble palace, Parnakuti, where
he bas been fasung on behalf of the untouchables,
Met at sauon with message that Bapu has wnwited
me to stav there with tim but on reaching house
am told with tome embarrasment that 1 am 1o go
to Servants of India Socety mstead  Wat for some
fhours n great antechamber full of persons of Impory
ance but like St William Lueas 21 Lady Cathenne's 1
do ot 1y much but stove my memory With anecdotes
and noble names At tast see Bapu for three mimutes
and find fum exhausted alter hus long fast but full of
happiness and wit Take tea alterwards with famous
poctess whom ¥ now meet for it tme  She makes the
asust remark—of which T have now gtown a hule tired
~-that she expected to find me an old old man with 2
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19331 1 MEET MR SHRINIVASA SHASTRI

beard Retort by telling her how I have recently
recersed an advertisement of lantern shdes ilustrating
the Great Men of the World  The first four names were
Jesus Christ Lord Buddha Mrs Saropnt Nawdu and
Maulana Shankar Al

July 16 At the Servanis of Indra Society meet for
the first me Mr Shrnnasa Shastri after the Mabatma
the greatest Induan T have scen Have a long talk with
him about the Gonds  Find he s agunst bringing the
corruptions of the electoral machine to the aboniginals
Thes should first be represented on the Councils by
nomunated spokesmen and then v some of ther own
leaders  You must go slow—b stow—hy  he savs

In the eveming go to dinner with some very dehightful
Furopeans mn business at Poona  There st for dinner
famous poetess Mr Shastn Mr hodanda Rao (Fdutor of
The Servants of India and Puck to hss fniends) a
pleasint Mussalman fady and myself  Charming to sce
Mr Shastrt chuckhing awas at great pociess s jokes nd
despite his vears putuing dawn 1 verv senuble quantity
of foad Our houtess dopes his glas of mulk with
brandy while he unt laoking  Famous poctess now
revzals win 1 had oot been owed 1o atn at the Marble
Palace Afr Elwin she st wrrived from the station
loolang quute duty enough to be 1 hashmurr Brahoun
and Bapu way encouriged o suggest <o i hostess chat
she should extend tum her hospstahis — But there are
not enough rooms 3she exclauned That docsn ¢
matter  he can pig 1t anvwhere — Aut there ase not
enough bathrooms — That docsn ¢ mauer  he neser
washes — But there are not enotgh of the Other Plaies
- That dossnt matter  he never needs them  he
sublumates 1t — But you kaow ' 33p mming o
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£11T-CHAT AND TALKING TO-AND-FRO {1933

the open at fast, ' that T will never have Christians stay

sng in my house’—' And even for us’ concudes famaus

postess *she 18 goIng to stk all the aockery we used

and hnve speoat ceremonses of punficauon after we have
ne*

FP also tells 2 story about her entertarament of an
Indian Minwster of Agneulture along with 3 young
Enplish g} “The Momwer, aftey ogling the preity pnk
cheeks of the Iater for a time bent forward and pomt
ing 1o them sard *Muss, 1 3¢ natural?’ When later she
temonytrated with hum he sad ‘Y understand Western
ditchat and t2lhung toandfro At Viceroy's dinners
1 alnays et 2 1ady 10 take 1n’~" And what do you talk
abouty~' Oh 1 always ask thew ages’

Our host deseribes how b mother, wha 18 very oid,
had been ta see Bapu the previous day and had med
ta convert lum to Chnstiamty  Bapu bearsng, all over,
ok her face betwern his hands and said, * You sweet
lutle darbing wonderful nnetyyearold missionary, i
God wants me to walk 1 your path He will make me
doso’

July 17 Go to Canema with Mr Shngieasa Shastrs
fechng sery important at bewy seen 1w such 2 place
with 2 Pnvy Counalfor Tense moment when the
herowne 18 cught in the willan's bedroam and offersd
et honour or her bfe and a hush falis on audience, m
midse of which Mr Shasiry s verer booms through the
theatre Aha now shes wapped 1 the sedncer’s den”

July 2 Bapu goes to Ahmedabad and we to Bombay
;ﬂd alter 2 day of tho 3 card comes MVitng we to

Abarmaty

Shamrio has joued me by now and we
st off by the Kathaawad Mad. '

July 25 Ous welcome very very different from Popna
n



1933] 5 MEET MR SHRINIVASA SHASTRI

beard Retort by telling her how I have recently
tecesved an advertsement of Iantern shides Mustrating
the Great Men of the World  The first four names were
Jesus Christ Lord Buddha Mrs Saropm Nudu and
Maulana Shaulat Al

July 16 At the Senvants of India Society meet for
the first tume Mr Shrinnasa Shastri after the Mahatma
the greatest Indian I have seen Have a long talk aith
hun abous the Gonds  Find he 1s agunst bringmg the
corrupuions of the electoryl machine ta the aborguals
Theyv should first be represented on the Couneils by
nomunated spokesmen and then by some of their own
leaders  You must go slon—h slow~h  he says.

In the evemng go to dinner with some very delightful
Furopeans m business 2t Pocoa  There s {ar duwner
famous paetess Mr Shastni Mr hodanda Rao (Edier of
The Servants of India wnd Puwk to e friends) a
pleasint Mussalman lads nd myself Chirming o sce
Mr Shastri chuckhing awas at great poctesss jokes and
despite hus verrs putting down 3 very senuble quantity
of food Qur hostess dones his gliss of nulk with
brandy while he isnt loaking  Fimous poctess now
reveals why 1 had not been Mowed to stay at the Marble
Palace Mr Elwin she sivs arenved fram the station
Jooking quite dirty enough ta be 4 hashmnr Brahumn
and Bapu was encouriged to sugrest to hss hostess that
she should cxtend hsm her haspitality — Dut there are
not c¢nough rooms she exdlaimed  Thar docine
matter  he can g i anvwhere — But there are not
enough bathrooms — That doesnt matter  he never
swashes — But there are not enough of the Owhter Places
~*That doesnt mater he never needs them  he
subltmates 1t —~ But you know she sapp comung {nto
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CHIT CHAT AKD TALRING TO-AND FRO w3

the open at fant, *that 1 wll never have Chnstuans stay
1ng 1 my house'—' And even for us® condudes famous
poctess * she 33 gosng to smash all the crockerg we used
and hase speaal ceremantes of punficatson after we have

ne”

TP also 1ells a story about her enertainment of an
Indsn Numster of Agnoohtuse along wuh 2 young
Engheh gl The Muuster, after ozhng the preuy pmk
cheeks of the latter for 2 tme bent forward and point
g to them sud  Miss 18 1t natwraly’  When later she
remonstrated with bim he s2id *Y understand Western
chitchar and 1afking toanddro At Viceroys dinness
T always get 2 lady to take 0~ And what do you talk
abae? ~ Oh 1 always ask thewr ages

Our host describes how fus mother who 18 very old
had been 1o 3ee Bapo the previous day and had med
10 convert tam 0 Chastianity  Bapu beaming all over,
took her face berween hus hands and sad, * You sweet
Jutle darhing wonderful wminety yearold missionary, if
God wanty me 10 walk i your path He will make me
doso’

July 17 Go to Cimema with §r Shrimivasa Shastm
feeltng very vnportant at beng seen 1n such 3 place
wih 3 Pnvy Covntlor Tenwe moment when the
heromne 1 Qught in the vittam ¢ bedroom and offered
her honour or her hie and a hush falls on andience
mudst of which My Stastns soice baoms through the
thestre * Aha now shes trapped m the seducer’s den ’

Jely2¢ Bapu goes o Ahmedatnd snd we to Bombay
3nd alter 2 day or w0 3 cand comes snviting s to
Sabanmat Shamrao hay jowted me by now and we
set 0% by the Kathiawad Man,

fufy 25 Qur welcome sexy very diSerent from Poona
"y



1938] BAPU IN RARPTURE OF RENUNCIATION

Bapu staying in charming, and comparatisely simple,
bungalow on the autskirts of Ahmedabad untroubled
by crowds At once shown into the Presence, *Sham-
ra0 fooks as if he had risen from the dead, says Bapu,
grinning all over his face.

As usual we are woken up e the middle of the night
for prajers and as 1 am slecping beside the Mahatma,
I hop out of bed with some celersty  Shamrao, how-
ever, for once docs not seem to be i the mood lor
prayer, and stavs where he ss unul suddenly Bapu
ejaculates ' Shamrao”’ in a tone of sowce that makes it
sound lhke 2 peculiarly bad swear ward, and Shamrzo
shoats aut of bed, hu features concorted wnto 2 bastily
assumed expression of piety

Find Bapu mn a perfect rapture of renunciatsen and
have never scen hum so happy  He hay dnbanded the
Congress and now he 15 disbanding the Sabarmati
Ashram, and proposes to hand the buikdings 1o Gorvern
ment or to ansane else who wants them  He s breaking
all the ucs that hold lum to the world  Onlv by utter
most reaunciation @an s canne succeed  He s gather
g round lum a tinv compsny of political ascetrey
swho will be dead to the world owning nothug sowed
to cehibacy ready 1o go 1o g2k agan and agan 1) their
hairs are grev The parl will be ther monaswery the
coarse jul dress thewr rebigious hibat the prison belt
their Angedus  the Supersmendent and  Jator their
Abbot and Prior  Fettery and handcufls will take the
place of haststirt and scourge Yor some time the
members of the Ashram have been Itnng on jaid food
so that thes may be ready

In the afternoon Bapuy took s 1o the Ashram  Tr iy
an antonishmy nght to see everybody going about sheir

2



THE PURE MONASTIC LIFE {1033

daily tasks 2t though nothmng were ever gaing 16 hap-
pen although they know that on August 1 the Ashram
will be abandoned and most of them go to jal  After
exghteen years therr hfe 1 10 be broken up 1 will die
1n order to find fuller hfe 1t 15 smposuible to under
stand the latest developments mn Indsan pohiical hie
apant from the wdeal of renunaiation  The penance of
the nation has been madequate people are sull ding
ing to property 1o pleasure to the dawns of family—
all these ties must be broken 1f the nation 15 to be free
Then you regard the monastic Wle as the highest of
3112 § asked Bapn  ‘Certanly he replied  Xtas the
tughest development of the human spitit - But & moust
be pure  The collapse of Buddhist monuuosm way
due © w1 beeoming romfortable  And 1 have been
afrand that our own Ashram was m simadar danger
Bot now (beaming all over) it will be no longer com
fortable 1 should think not.

Bapu me to g A
who has attached herself 10 hus reluctam count  She
has shaved off her bawr and wears a shurt and dbots in
order she sapy to forget that she 18 a woman  This
docs not however prevent her approaching the
Manazer of the Ashram (who 1s the tneamation of
Victorun and Puntan yespectability) with the news
that her Inner Vace s urging her 1 dance at she even
g prayers.

July 26 Retumn to Bombay and go im0 KEM
Hopital  Qeeupy tame room that was once ued b
OMI flntnd Richard Gregg Y

¥y 30 Take precaution of wismng operaung
By o ey el bappens Much encouraged
erly gendeman under focal anxsthesia

7
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1933] MORPHIA AND CHLOROFORM

cuTHNgG of amimated comersation about Mtate of the
Share Market while large poruons of his nside are
being removed

July 31 Walke feeling very amportant and not nearly
so nervous as 1 expected  Go through the prehiminan
ritual of being shaved all over and paaced a brght
yellow wath prenic aad  Tath i stightly hushed vowe
to emphisize dignits of occwsion  About 100 gisen 3
delicious ngectson of morpia (sall this possibly tur
me into 1 drug fiend?) but unable to enjor thes fully
1 room rapudh flls nwauth large comprny of frends
who having heard that usitors will be dmitted o the
gillery are clearhy determined (0 muss nothing

Qperattion by famous surgeon  under loral anves
thessa exceedingly interesting  Scth Jamnalaly amves
m mch of tme and sns by e head b Shamrao not
lowed 10 do so For My Gun Good the Matron tells
me  Se Shamrao nd srikant weth rather distmgnshied
compans of friends including gentleman in punk tur
bin whom  hase never seen before go up to the
wallery and watch from there waving cheerfully to me
At inservals Al goes well sl undostunieh half way
through expersence <ensation of beng poured out like
water nd conmiderable azon as anwsthetse wears off
Very properly deade this 18 no orrason for stoscism
so shout 1t 10p of my voue and b am given chioroform
which [ bBreathe in with atmost refiel and pleasure
On walinz find a regular (03 party 1n progreu round
bed and curemely prefty nurse pits bits of i o my
mouth  Feel very cheerful till nightfall when alarm
mg puns bemin and am unable (o (onvince house
surgeon of necesnry for another dose of that debightful
morphsz

ke



ALL ABOUT MALARIA {1933

August 9 Swiches vemoved. Hospuel cat places
hitter of ittens under my bed

August 10 Matron points out (1 anstere vosce that
pe1s not permatted 10 hospttal This under the ar
cumstances seems to me 2 duttle hard but ¥ submut and
Kattens remared forthwith  Shamrao begins to study at
the Muntepal V.D Clime and Snkant goes for a year
to Shanttntketan

August 22 Abous 10 be discharged when suddenty
attacked by malana.  Usual refections about the Royal
Family Recall that 1 never yet met anyone in India
who had not an wnfallible cure for malana  Once met
1 man who damed to have been tompletely cured by
having 2 red hot poker apphied to hus left heel  Direc
tor of famous firm once told me to plant tulst all tound
my house hnow a learned doctor in South India who
makes iy patients seep m the goatshed where they
soan {otget all other suffenings

Someone brings me from the library a mngutarly
grubby and inngnificant looking book wih a singularly
weresting wude Al about malana by one Jones.
The powot made by this Jones 18 that 1t was malana
that ruined Greece and Rome, With a great deal of
learning hie proves that wt was between 500 and 300 B
that the Greeks fomt thesr wigour and their bramns
They became fess patniouic 1in polnes sentimental 1n
art pessimutic o phidosaphy  And at the N&Ty ame
time malarix arrsed 1n Greece and has been there ever
"”;“" Today ht‘::‘) \r[| every fve Greeks have ot

rame probably from Afna.
how the mansh-dwellers 1n !‘,gyy\ \‘:goi:l‘:,:u;?:
selves up by nght 1 the nets with whach :
fihed by day \Wh ach they had
Y 2t mights they must have hadt In
k)



1933} THE POINTED FIEND

456 B the Athenians were il advised enough to go to
Egypt on some sort of war, ind not having thew fishing
nets with them all got malina and brought 1t back to
Awica  The Romans got it also but where malama
made the Greeks weak and mnefficient st made the
Romans bloodthirsty and brutal
Be that as «t may one thing 13 certain that malana
18 “perhaps the most meapacieating disease to which
man 3¢ hable® It does not kil st wmeakens and
depresses and the race afflicted by 1t tends to moral
and physical degencration
Mauritius was an earthly paradise til} the mosquitoes
started biting m 1866
‘The Japanese have a certmn immunity from malana
China 13 ravaged by 1t How much that explans!
§ Amenica has ' N America 1s free W Africa has
it S Alnea 13 comparainely free  The contrasy are
enormous
Just the kind of cheerful reading for the nck bod
But very important I India 11 1o be frec she must
be it The qumine pill 13 as potent 2 weapon for free
dom as the Gandhs cap
It w D H lLawrence who hay drawn the classcal
picture of the mosquuo that ghoul on wings  that
*pomnted fiend winged blooddrop  sounding 1ts
*small tgh hateful bugle in the car
1 beheld you stand
For 2 second enspusnted in obl rion
Obrnely ecstadicd
Sucking 1 ve blood
My blood
Such 4 leacr  such suspended txepart
Such gorging
76



JAUNDICE {1933
Such obacenity of trespass

THow @n you put w much dewilry

fnto that fra} transloreny phantom shred

0f 3 fra) corpus?

Queer with your thun wingy and yout strcaming legs
Hlow you 521 1 ke 2 heron or a dull clot of air,
& nothingaess

August 26 My treawment chart remarks Jacomcally,
‘laene dueoloration moted’ A courteous phrase
1 am unaware of my fate and laugh at st.

Jaundicet

What 2 diseasel

“There 13 none of the fine frenzy of malana nor the

heticalt P 1 of an op
‘is onty 1a‘§nd|cz.' tay your friends, and cease thew
sits,

Only jaundicet

But there are others who understand. These are
they who have themselves succumbed to this Yellow
Peri}, they have themselves been drowned in this Rising

Tide of Colour They are an elect group a body of
tiates

Jaundice a3 they know well may be dinded into
three Purgatonies  In the first Purgatory, winch lasts
a fortught you feel a3 1f you were n a rowing boat 1
the Bay of Biscay during 2 storm It 13 Tike being on
a merrygoround which has forgotten to stop  There
U no cure. It there to hope? you ask the doctor
*Welt® he replies with 3 gemile smile of encourage
ment *the liver may atrophy 2nd then you die at once.
But~' with that splendid oriental wdifference to tem
potal thinzs which we 5o admure in the West it will
PHL Yes probahbly t will pass’

kil



1933} THE THIRD PURGATAORY

The second Purgatory v the Great Fast lIa the
Middle Ages, the standard tume for fasung was forty
days. Now, m vsew of the rush and hurry of modem
Hife, twenty.one days 1 normally considered adequate
It has always mortified me that I seem 1o totally un
able to recapture the ecstaties of the samts in therr fasis,
I always enjoy my most profoundly relig
when I am on a regime of high hving and plan tunk
g When T fast 1 think of nothing whatever but
food I remember evenything I have ever eaten

Happily for this stage there 18 2 certn cure Tum
ta your Pickwick 1nd enjoy the pleasures of vicariow
eng—the broled fow! and mushrooms so dear to
Ms hingle the tunch in the Wardles cammiage at Roch
ester (fowls capon pugeon pie tongue veal and hwm
Tobsters and seal patues are specificilhy mentioned) the
cold punch and beer on Captan Boldwigs land the
cod fish and ovster barrels which Mr Pichwich brought
as 3 present to Manos Farm the snapdragon and mutle
toe and wassail of the Christmis Party when they got
there and Iast but not lesut the Istdde warm supper of
a couple of sets of pettitors and some toasted cheese at
Ars Bardells  The cheese was simmersng anay most
delightfulls 1n a hetle Duteh oven before the fire and
the pettstoes were getting on delicously sn a2 un sauce
pan on the hob

The thuird Purgatory 13 Melsncholy  In the Timaeus
Plato describes how God put the Iner where 1t was—
at a dncreet dimtance from the bram—because st has
na faculty of sense and af 1t were Ingher up mighs dis
turh the mund by its obstinate rumblings  He gocs on
to say that by contracung the lier and by obstruct
ing and clonng s ventricdes and gates God causes sm
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DIET SHEET YOR MELAKGHOLY {1933

pressions of pain and dwgust’. How wue this i1 For
tx weeks my ventrides were obstructed and my soul
way disgussed with mankind, My dugust was not
lessened by the smpossibility of gettng anyibing to eat
At the dose of the second Purgatory I took up my
Burtan's Anatory of Melancholy, tbe sovereign regi
men for this stage, and drew up what seemed to me
would be a more or lesy adequate diet. * My jaundice;
1 w}d the doctor, “1s now cured. My only trouble is
melancholy, and for that the best physicant of all ages
have recommended tus'~-and 1 handed hum 2 paper
on which 1 bad copied Barton's grescnipuion for The
Rectification o} Diet At the top 1 wrote 3 quotation
from someone called Rbasis— Make a melancholy man
fat and thou hast finished the cure’~and then

DIET SHEET

Y‘u\mg fesh and \mhder. as of kéd' Tabbus, cuckens,
vral, mutton, capons, hams, partndge, pheasant, sy
=ng‘r\\ moumagx)x“budx P Y e
manner of broths and potage, with horage, I N
:n?x mg\ }%holmme herbs. poage. e fettuce
read of good wheay pure, well ed from the bran
Perch trout gudgmn‘j smelts, ﬁ%l:ngdm
Sweer chermies, marmalade of plume, sweet apples,
pearmans, and (pn&pms. quuices, pomegranates, ripe
grapes, Thanns of the sun, musk mggns. figs, almondy
blanched, peaches, pears—to surengthen the stomach and
kecsy down t:':p(mn \
pinage, beets, bugloss, endive, § o
bu‘\.( al} corrected Iu§ wind. eanel, amseed, bl
01¢ Water 16 be used 0 evety dush
The thinnest, whitest, smal)
M b«r“ aest, est wine.

—and for fear of acndents 1 conduded with 2 note,
ke



1933] THE INCARNATION OF LOVE

“Milk and all that comes of milk, as hutter and cheese,
curds, etc, incease melancholy; some except agey
milk.

My doctor looked at this document a little coldly—
he is 2 vegetarsan and tectotaller—and rang the bell
for a nurse 'Bring the pauent's dictsheet, please
She did so  ‘From tomorrow,” he began  *No, from
this etemng,’ I interjected *From tomorrow this
patsent will cease to hine on glucose and barley waser,
He is to hase a Iiberal dier Goe hum some curd, two
oranges and an ey dady

So I wrned back ta mv Burton
The melanchols man [I read] 1s the crewm of human
adversity, the quintesience and upshot all other diseases
whateser are buc flea brtingy to melanchaly 10 exteny;
‘tis the psth of them all and a melancholy man s that
true Promethens shich ss bound 1o Cavcasny the true
Tittus, whose bowels are suil by a sulture devoured

September 18 Visted by hearty friend who sy he
15 sorny to hear thar I am seedy  “Seeds?’

September 20 Bapu comes to sce me i wonderful
spirits as usual and half the hospital assembies in my
ward to look af hun  Am remunded of what Rabert
31a3l sad of Wilberforre  * Wilbetforee Sis g3 3 hiile
oreature he 5 an ugly creature but look in his face,
hear lum speal you forger at aB, he i the inaarnanon
of love’

October §  Abont to he discharned when Shamrso
—wha (¢ now staung weh me—fall ) mycad  So
settle down for our cleventh week of hopttal Sham
rao has obscure malads cauted apparently by eaung
earth, which we assure evervone 8 one of the pormal
practces of Christian ascetsasn  Peveeprble e of
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DISCHARGED {1033

presuge a3 2 xesult. Attend lecture by celebrated
Bombay veneseologist who sayy the Chaumaa does not
need an introducton to any one of us.  Am apparently
only member of audsence to notice that thus 13 one of
those Temarks that might be better put

October 8 Letter from my ssster 1 Egypt who has
gone there with her fishingner, I told one of our
Evanzehanl ladies she writes  that my brother had
wntten a hife of §t Franas  But sud she looking at
me 1 a cow bike manner I understood that the Lafe of
St Franas bad been wniten some tune 2go

October 12 Actually ducharged and depart with
Shamrao to Matheran charmung tull station near Bom
bay for convalescence.

Ortober 20 Shamrao has recurrence of cunous dis
ease camsed by eaung earth  Cap tins be a vice he s
practising tn private? 1 am moreover haunted by
clderly Brahmin who has mvented 2 new eype of WCL
and an alk of nothmg dse He has also designed
what he calls a nosebay which 1s to be worn on enter
ng public Tavatones for reasons which he desernbes at
fength  Bear all thyy with some patience uatd he asks
me how T manage to keep pure on which we both
decde that convalescence 18 very overvated form of
plessure and depart hasuly for Bombay

October 2¢ Leae Bombay for haranpa. Veny
panful scene at radway stanon. Amive rather late
after heavy meal at Green's where 1 have been talen
cmouly enouzh by Jain fnend 10 find tram crowded
3‘";’:“’ and new cook Maruti musning and m middl

Tz what appesr to be three enormous tree
s up in tading Fail to recognize mango &
orange bme puava and other frat beanng trets an
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1933}  THE INCARNATION OF LOVE

“ Milk and all thas comes of milk, as butter and cheese,
curds, ete, increase melancholy; some excepr ases’
milk,”

My doctor locked at this document a little coldly—
he is a vegetarian and teetotaller—and rang the bell
for a nune. ‘Bring the patient's diet sheet, please.
She did so. ‘From tomorrow,” he began  “Ne, from
this evemng,’ 1 interjected *From tomorrow this
patient will cease teo e on glucase and barley water
He is to have a hiberal diet  Gove him some curd, two
oranges and an egg daily *

So I wmned back to mv Burton
The melanchols man {1 read] s the ream of human
adsersity, the quintessence and upshot afl other diseases
whatever are bur flea bamngy 1o melanchoh i extent:
‘tis the pith of them all and a melancholy man s that
true Prometheus which 13 bound to Caucasus the true
Titrus whose bowels are stlf by a vulture devoured

September IS Visted by hearts friend who says he
is sorrv to hear chat § am scedy  * Seedi

September 20 Bapu comes to sec me n wonderfl
spirits as wwal and half the hospial assembles m my
ward to look at him  Am remunded of what Robert
Hall sud of Wilberforce " Wilbesforce S s 2 hule
creature, he s an ugly creature hut look s ki faee,
hear hum speak vou lorget st all, he o the inerrnaton
of love’

October §  About to be dischamped when Shamrso
~who 15 now staung with me—falls i mtead %o
settle down for our cleventh week of boymtal  Sham
rac has obscure malady cused apparentdy by ranng
earth, which we anure evenone i one of the aaranal
praceices of Chrintan ascenewin Peyeepuble 13 of

£



DISCHARGED {1533

preuge a8 2 yesult Atend lecture by celebrated
Bombay venerectomn who says the Chawrman daes not
reed an introducuon 1o any one of us, Am appasently
only mesuber of audience to notiee that this 18 one of
those remarks that might be better put

Dctober 8 Letter from my uster m Egypt who has
gone there wih hes Bstungmer. 1 told one of tur
Evanzehical ladies she wmtes  that my brother had
wntten 3 hie of §t Franas  But saud she loaking at
me 10 2 cow hike manner [ understood that the Life of
St Francs had been written some ume ago

October 12 Actually dicharged and depart with
Shamrao to Matheran charmung tull station nexr Bom
bay for convalescence.

Otlober 20 Shamr20 has recursence of cunous dis
case auwed by eaung earth  Can this be 2 viee he 1s
practescag o provace? 1 oam marcover haumted by
elderty Brahmin who has myented 4 new type of W C,
and can lk of nothing else  He has also dewgned
what he calls a nose bag which 1 to be worn on enter
sy pubhic tavatones for reasons which he deseribes at
fength Bear all ths wuth some patience untst he acks
me how I manaze to keep pure on which we bath
decde that convalescence 15 very overrated form of
plexsure and depart hasuly for Bombay

October 26 Leave Bombay for Karanpa. Very
punfal scene at radway manon  Amive rather late
after beavy meal at Greens whers ¥ have been taken
amouly enough by Jam friend to find waun erowded
Shamrao and new cook Maruti musing and an mddle
of baxage what appear to be thres eNOTIMONY trees
feem up o oacing Fad to recopnze mango fig
ornze Tme guava and other fruit beartng trees and

8t



1933] FLOODED FIELDS AND MOUNTAIN PATHS

tell station master that we hase enough jungle at
Raranpa already, and that he can keep this one for
htmself  Fuie munutes before tran 15 due to stant,
Shamrao—who has been getting me provisions—armves
and on discovering that T have mven trees to station
master, declares passionately  *You treat me hke dos
Those trees are worth hundreds of rupees” No ture
to pornt out that myv subject was hterature and thee
logy not forestry as whistle blows and we have to
cimb hastilv on bowd Shamrao repewung agan and
agmn “You treat me hike dog vou treat me ke dog’
Can there be amy hnk I wonder hetween Gallie and
oriental tempervments?

October 26 Reach Pendra Rotd at mudnight under
shy of splendsd stars and as saon a4 possible set out for
Kinpa Ve adventurous journes  acrosy flooded
fields and three mountun ranges Home carrang
wheat and sugar falls snto river

October 27 Arrne n dark  after mrucchng 2long
mauntyn paths for hours at tumbledown liquor shop
on banks of 1 rner Tumbledown hquorendor
apprenth (and quite mutabenh) ppoune me to be
a Prohibnnonust refuter (hike tady 1o Poonay to admit
me mto house but offers us con shed ainstead Remark
mncantionsh that this s qust ke the Parable of Petleat
Jor 10 which Shamrao seplies that of this is Pesfect Joy
he bas had enongh of it and that of 1 sas snather ward
about St Francs he will go mad  Subsequent evenu
show deep common sense of the atetade  After long
argument  hiquor sendar admuts us to wann zoom on
condition that after our departure we employ a Hhindu
10 punify 1t with cowdung

October 25 Crom ned waters of the Narbada
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ADVICE {1933

Rever o ot own dinet  Immedate change of
one Receved at every wilage with great love and
enthusaem Take midday roeal m guava grove of
sillage six miles from Karanya, Reack Ashram under
briihiant moon about eight o dock and find all w per
fect arder and many vegetables and fowers planted by
Mustapha Rhan and Schon in our absence Part of
our wheatstore has been damaged by sects and 2 few
hooks eaten by white ants among them bemg-un
happily—our Breeches Bible of 1588 (not of course
really valuable but 1t spunds well) and an early Jeremy
Taylor
October 30 Plant out the various trees which for
tunately Shamrao had not allowed Bombay station
Toaster to keep and find that what T had mistaken for
three was in reality forty  Seres of letters adwnung me
vanously to return to England and do something more
important get marmed ext mote witatmns and cease
to be mixed up with so many heathens and trying to
see the best in all ther relimons.  Cunous tefiection
aroused daubtiess by contents of maill bag why pecple
should be shocked at the opinion of Pythagoras con
cermny wild fowl  How good to be reborn if one had
ta be rebom on this planet as an amimal preferably
3% 2 prize P % novel by P G Wodehousel Im
mense but unprofitable field of specutation thus opened
must be teft as bell sounds for tunch
November 10 Reopen childrens schopl with help
of Ranik 2 Gond of astomsthung wydmess the yumost
amubility and unusual abiiny  He 1 the Eather of
fm:; \!;u;hlm and nearly related ta old Ganpat whish
g " i 2 gnod deal of Qerved respectability  Sham
Prepares great un of toothpaste out of salt and

2
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1933] X DECIDE TO START A GARDEN

ashes, but chuldren not yet wholly reconciled either to
this or to hot bath.

November 11. Decide (o start garden. No idea how
to do this, but find a few mangolds and zinnias grow
ing here and there on the hull, and transplant the most
promising of these to chapel garden, where for some
obscure reason Mustapha Khan has planted a row of
seedy looking  cabbages, apparently believing  with
Thackeray that,

There s not & plant an the garden Iaid,
Raised by the dung dug by the spade,
Mone by the gardener watered, § wern,
Sa sweet a8 the cabbage the cabbage green

Navember 12 Shamrao, now cxpest on dssulled water
and the Kahn Test, busy fitung up duspensary ull, if
anly we had a stuffed crocodile, ¢ would look hie the
shop of a mediesat apothecary  Chumdu's wile, mother
of lutle Ganesh, our Lady Preudent of the locat eollege
of witches, casts spell on son of Julan head of one of
most smportant famibies m uillage and himself 3 wuard
of repute becawse—he amys—Jjulan thinks hes 2
‘gennteman  (Gond: for gentleman?) and hay got above
humself  But the little boy does suddents dhe and when
Julan has recovered from ahock he goes o Chimdu’s
house. catches lady iy the har and beats her vl tus
urge for selfexpression ss fully satnficd  Chimdn goes
at once 1o lav complaing 3t police station but 5o does
Julan and be s ss sud can pay more 3o case proceals
no further

Norember If Maruty grear succes 23 ook and,
what 11 more, of 3 mmaculous affabiduy  Old Gangat
comes 10 state of utmon dejection wath newa that bl
2lmont equally aged wife has run awsy from lim in

.11



GANPAT IN DOMESTIC OIFFICULTIES {3833

2 sage~he had done nothing 1o Touse her tesper only
beaten her a ludle abused her parents and accused her
ot cuckeldmg Tam with bl the youths of the wilage 1t
way abwurd 1o take offence at hitle details Tike that
Veznwhile there 1 no one 1o cook for Tum  Shamraa
goes oft ta reason with o}d Jady but does not find her
zasy Perhaps 1o a day or two she will come provided
she 13 treated properly m future but at the mosent
ihe 15 quite comfortable where she 15 and she wdl have
to think about it There are plenty of young guls 2t
the old man doubtless knows only to well who will
be very glad to look after ham

Notember 15 While carrying cup of tea through
Ashram tead on very posonous sake but to tay great
pride newther get bitten nor apill tea  Village archangel
Tiblu now slightly damaged suddenly reappears
havng wed of by dopement and Teturns gl to her
proper hustand  Gart at once adopts very strong atts
tude and tefls the tatter that if there 18 even a suggestion
1hat she has been vnfathful she wall go away acam
and that in future all money and property 1 to belong
to her and he must do what he 1s told Husband so
aseonithed by thes thae e meekly agrees and the couple
set up house agun 1 complete harraony  Tiblu returns
@ b Tuln Das and comes segularly for injections.

NVovember 26 Deads 1o abandon policy of mghy
whools and general benevol and 10
inttead on establishing 2 number of branch houses in
vinom villages within 2 ten mile radios each 1n charge
of a revdent warker who will

rectwve an aliowance of
from ten to tweelie tupees 2 month.  Aftes Iengthy and

heated argument tesolve that our frst worker shall be
Muttapha Rhan fanhful Mussalman who 1 model of

8




1933} MUSTAPHA KRAN

many virtues—in fact he yrelds perhaps rather too readdy
to the ideal demands of hus Super Ego—and has only
one serious fault he suffers from a persecution comples
and s never really happy save when be 1s desenbing
some horrsd affront to us himsclf or hus rehigion
November 21 Sull fechng somewhat weak after pro-
longed diness i Bombay but well enaugh to go tno
mules to Bondar lecde siflage « neghbounng valle
and choose site for branch Ashram on banks of River
hanwa sery lovely spot red chiffs on one nde and on
the other forest cimbing up the lulls  Rest tn homse
of distinguished Gond dlergyman named Panda fHaba
and feel much restored by pleasantly  ecclesiastical
atmosphere of building which 1 adorned with many
symbols of his sacred cathing~wlips of horsehasr hang
beside spiked 1on scourges and sharp pointed rods for
thrusting  through cheeks or tongue durmg eostatic
dances  On the floar are wooden shoes hiberally served
with wron sprkes and an front of a hittte flagstaff w2
glowing coal some margulds and 3 bunch of peacocks
feathers  The Panda enfertams us with great aflablay
and condescension and undersakes all responsibility for
the Bondis school  Mustapba hhan with more fact
than 1 should have thought him capable at once begins
to flatter the old man  Presently we are introduced (o
what we are given to understand 1 dus daly aoss (for
he does not 13k even this andispennable accesory (o
sparninal distinction) \rs Panda faba an elderly party
remathable neither for wit nor beauty but {amous for
her poners of ceareless comenation  She begins to ali
at ance and the Panda hasuly bringy our intenview to

a dote
Novermber 25 Clumdu unsble to penuade police to
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CHIMDU AND JULAN {1943

take np hus case sends appeal to Deputy Ccmm\ssmnc;
and anniounces b sntention to sue Julan for 2 hundre

‘;\Ye:zmbef 26 Intan declares that 1f Chundu sends
hum to ju} then when he gets out he will buy thity
rupees wotth of food and hquor eat and dnnk 1t alt
murder fum after dinmer and hang wath 2 contented
hearr. Think st tume 1o intervene n dispute and after
much persuasion Chamda says e will accept Rs 80 1
compensanon  Julan offers Rs 15

November 27 After smoking nnumerable cimarettes
and sittng for mast of mormng i Ashram Chimdu
tomes down to Rs 60 while Panda Baba with jyust that
blend of push and deference that a B shop might emplay
10 extract a grant from 2 Provintial Gosernor persuzdes
Jolan 10 offer Rs 18

ber 23 Further i the course of
whith Chimdu comes down to Rs 40 and Julan nises to
Rs 24

Norember 30 ¥inal serlement when both parties
axree on Rs 30 and thes sum ¢ sadly and solemnly pro-
duced by Julan (who 23 3 matter of fact 1 very Tucky
@ get off 10 cheaply) and pocketed by Chumdu {who 1
lurky to get anvthing 2t all) and the two svn papers
TERET 370 to wouble the peace of the willage

December 5 Open school at Bondar queer hittle
mud budding bwt 1 glarous e Greeted by
inhabitanty with every token of enthusiasm guns are
fised coconuts offered garlands flung abour our necks
and the villazers dante alt meht. Thy bewme our first
cxpenience of the kind feed 1t our duty 1o warek pro-
ceedingy throuzhout, wrging on Bancers with cries of
1y and spprobstion Do not ga 10 bed ¢ all

£7



1933} CIFTS AND INTEREST

December 6 Regret thss all day

December 12 Wander nterminably m sectuded, but
Iovely, valley of the Thadar, m search of site for second
branch Ashram  Finally, discover pretty hitle hil} in
village called Ko, and decide to buald here, in spue
of efforts of clderly Die hard who recstes lang lut of
other villages schere education 15 more urgently needed.

December IS5 News from Bondar that nineteen little
Gonds are coming to schoo! Encouraged by thu to
sctoout ver agan  this tume 1n direction of Natbadz
Ruver  Anaent willage landlord rather hike decayed
mulestone overgrown with moss offers us but of land
but does not allow us co sleep m his house for fear it
will be ceremomally defifed and directs us instead to
buz infested shed

December 17 Landlord sends mesage that after alf
sahsb cannot have land a3 he may never gne o back
Creat dfficults in persuading gurly to come to school 3¢
it 15 fetred that educaton will spoarl therr aalue an the
marrisge market  After all the power to send and
recenie fetrers widens enormaushs 3 gls powers of
mingue  Mustapha Rhan reporn char he o beng
persecuted becruse be s 3 Munalman but on snquury
find that evervosne hikes hum very welf

December 23 Postman bringy enormous sack which
a3 1t has had to be camned well over 3 hundred mufes
on foot has been delaved not a lutle in it progress
Parcels from wmany frends—plum pudding  dates af
monds and ratuns  chocolates from mother  (ade
Scotch shortbread  catmeal biang frem fnends n
Bombar  Bundle of detective vanes capy of Persick s
Parables and some tore highbrow hteratute  ©inly one
res} Japse, when wealthy friend writes, Silser and gold
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SACRIFICE TO LORAR SUR {1038

have 1 none but such as 1 hawe, my blessing and
affectionate interest, send T to you”  Would tke to feel
that 33 Froneecans we could rejouee o thus kand of
thing but regret to find that my reactions to st are
enurely worldly n character

December 24 Chapel adomed with decoranions of
cojoured  paper i 4 from  adver
taved up dunng the past year, with Tows of candle-
stumps balanced rather drunkenly on bits of wood and
with guanuties of greenery from forest  Few flowers
23 these have all withered 2and feel that sunwing

anzmicjooking cabbages witl nat give a festve awr to
the occanon

Deeember 27 Garden swrugpies bravely agantt frost
Deode on strong recommendation of Panda Baba who
poch pochs recent lapse and says everybody does wt to
gue charge of new Kotn Schoal to romantic figure of
Tible Tiblu belongs to Agara or blacksmuth sub-
cste of Gonds wha daim to have existed from bezin
ning of world  In fact Tiblus mother assures s thers
was the ploughihare that first broke up the barren sod
of the prehutanic tulls  The easte saerifices black cocks
to Lohar Sur the great black spurst of the smelting kidas
but Tibla has long beent a1 vegetanan and does not take
Part i the ceremony

December 29 Go with Titla 2nd Pandz Babz to
open new school at hotr Fand 2 nidiculows hitdde dolls
howse of 3 building pesched on top of small i} by

niver  Even more enthusasuue welcomae yh:
a0 2t Bondar,
oven old Dhohard joun,

3w and wspinting dance b

small boy unfortunately extremely ugly drtgsxcd \cx; :s

2 gul with pot of ghee and tighted lamp balanced on
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1933} A REALLY PERFECT SITE

his head accompanted by concert party of two violm
and a dozen drums

December 31 Second attempt to apen centre on
banks of Darbada  Wander with Srdant across barren
and depresung country ull suddenly near viflage namad
Harra Tola find really perfect site where ssered nuver
cunes round like an embrace enclonng 2 hule hill
which descends precipreously to the siver an which gret
white rocks break up the curreat and i one place pro-
duce 2 hittle waterfall  Run to and fro with loud exated
eries  Spend muddie of day w home of dumnutne but
friendly Gond and I cook enurcly duvine omelette—
eating 1t 18 like some deep spirntual experience Tex
Yess successful but Srikants chapatts excellent



1934

this, with hotwater botties, and oppottunity o give
death bed exttacts from her autobiogtaphy to admuing
aowd quickly efieet complete recovery Presuge of
Duspensary greatly taused as a result of thus snadent,
Were yay the ttagees 1 sometinng tke 2 mediaine, 3
medicine that really works  tmmediate rush of patients

asking for injecuons that wjectiop the one that knocks
you flat.

Jonuary ¥ One of our tufaloes leaves this warld

of 101} 10 wallow 1n the vast coof mud bath of etermy
Cunious fecdmg dynng previous mght that 1t way no
fonger with ut Of coutse say the villagers on heanng,
s the spun of your buffalo came 1o take Yeave of
you belore 1t went away

Jenuary 14 By one of those odd coincidences that
mike one think that these things Teally must be meant,
o tewer han Bive lepery 1n vanous Kages of picturesque
decay ammive together and vefust 10 go away  One of
them establnhes huntelf and Pipe in cowdung Pt
whch hie says wath some trnnk, 13 the conast mr:q af

the Adnm, bang bowh ward and saaed—tike 3n
Fanglital tea pany

9



1934] ADRI's AbVENTUROUS YOUTH

January 16 Go to open Narbada Ashram  Qn way
there feel shocks of the great Bihar Eanthquake sery
feeble here  Note the tume by our cdock so that Iater
when the tune of the shocks 18 announced m the Press,
we aan correct it this bewng the first change we hne
had to set our clocks for several months  The Narbada
Ashram 13 to be i charge of Phuggu and hes sister Adn
hoth Pankas belonging to the Tiger Sept of thewr tnibe.
Panlas not highly esteemed by the Gonds who have &
praterh about them that ' A Panka went out to war
but he met a froz in the way and ran home again’
But Adrt and Phuggn at lewt have no reason to fesr
the tervors of the forent for as members of the tiger
farmby no tiger wadl hurt them  On thewr part when
they hear of amv tiger bemng Kalled they break afl the
earthen pots sn ther house shave thew heads and
distnibute food mn tolen of mourming  Adn hay had
adienturous vouth  daguised as a boy  the aranelied
widely on the tender of an engine with the draver for
whom she had an unmortified attachment  Her family
1 the manner of Limsdiey stopped her marmving hm
Tyen so disguised now as a purdah Mussalinan woman,
she tned o run away with him but war caught

Crowds of children come from different sillages and
all sleep together in cnormous bed of iy gran
Dehghted to see hitde Ganesh s ho eighteen manths 230
was campletely fame going about m verv fively manner
encouraged this tume by hartuk who tells him to ymagine

he i a bull chanung a whole kerd of coms He u o

inspared by this of Lifeing chought that be rurs hye males

without a@ying
Jonuary 17

New mit of wees sour hmer snd
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LABILS ARRIVE, ALL SGREAMING {198

mangoes amrves and all are planted out i auspiczou
ntes with hittle roofs to shelter them from frost.

January 18 Feel very pious at the sight of so many
Sepers 10 Ashram but remnd myself firmly that we are
lving n the twenteth century and deade that they
must be sent home. Shamrac however says why not
2 3eper home?  Looking 3t bank balance 1 1¢li um why
not and declare pasnonately that T am as fond of the
poar s he 13 byt that 5t 18 quite ympotble and we
decde to start bulding a leper refuge as Bondar to-
morrow

Jenusry 19 Band of Gond ladies srnves all soeam
g at onee.  After eonuderable hime discover what 1
the matter namely that the widowed and wmpaoverished
Wankuar borrowed Rs 20 from her motherintaw four
years azo and has been paying her back at 333 per cent
interest ever nince the onignal sum remaining the same
thouzh she has actually pad over Re 35 Mother in law
Happens 1o belong to famly which we have convtantly
befniended and 1o which we have forgiven several debrs
Good opportunay therefote to wll Parable of the Two
Debtors which 13 well recesved by mother in law 41l the
reaties as imphications  As these dawn upon her she
beains to tafk at the top of her vouee whule Temaining
fadies weep and am stnck not for the fisst time 2t
singular mappropriatentss of William Blake s description
of the Tongue

The Tongue 3 §ule mostore £, & 1 ti)e food

A Lutle sound € nutert and o eries wre Emnu, i;:x?

Finatly mother in Jaw consents 1p arzept Rs 10w sentle

ment and gaves u3 in retumn Mankyary stamped bond,

Tha s sclemnly torn up and Mankuar thumbamarks
a9



1934} APPALLING NOISE

another paper undertaking to wotk for us tidl the R¢ 10
without mnterest 1s repmd

January 20 Rudding of Leper Refuge begun none
tog soon as an incredibly deemed old leper with s
cows calted Dadhi Dolera (or the Old Rody wuh 3
Beard) arrnes and lying on the ground covers hmsell
pathetreally with hay

January 22 Two bears hae a fight in the Retrest
House apparently unawire that the Greater Silence 18
perpetually 10 force these  Appathng nowe augmented
by Sohort comsngy home drnnk 1bout the same ume and
beating s wife  Curions Gond method of drnlinz
to gulp down entire ponon at ance idea bewrg not 1
enjoy the taste but 1o achiese 3y quicklv as passible the
excitme senswion of hemng drunk

Januars 37 Cold so intense that 1 can handh hold
pen Wonder why India 1t calted a tropiesl country
Dying Brahmen friaress arsnes v Ghihy condiion and
Shamran bathes her and shaves her hmr  Shontly after
wands comes epleptic Gond youth Tunta by name of
age aboot twenty fne whn havng b nghe hand
paralvied already Bas an one of by firs f3llen snto the
fire and burnt s left hand ternbly When he ammoes
the burnt hand s on the serpe of gangrene and we
send him at once n charpe of the fatherh hartk o
hospnal at Brlaspar

January 29 Fanda faby el sy an exatng story
of phost who Ines 10 3 semur ree neas wilaze He by
a raktha name goen by Gonds to 3 man who fas died
without 1astinzy the dehahis of Iove  Now he 1y g Black
and hany ghost wah a fire burning alwaws withun tum
At night the burming hecomes intoleratile and be creepm
out of hus tree and v the masdens af the villsge
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THE FIKST BAIGAS ey
February ] Old fraress dies having adopted
Shamrao 23 ber son Tutta having previously adopted
hem a¢ Ins father Shamrao dutifully prepares her
funeral pyre and performs her obsequies
February 2 Set out with Panda Baba and Srikany
on tour among the Bayas. Marut the first cook with
whorn 1 have ever been able to yemam on speaking terms
and half a dozen camiers comes with us Travel ten
miles, and sleep at the forestuillage of Chauradadar
Panda Baba pots out many objects of snterest by the
way dhelly the dufferent kinds of dung lutening the road
this is 3 tigers thus a bears  Here a deer dathed across
the road and here 2 wild pg sat for rest
February 3 Penctrate as far a8 Karadh where we
find the first Bagas longhared dark almost naked
pethaps not foo atelligent {at Oxford they would
probadly get Thyrds o Hitory)  Sutung round the fire
in the evening we atk one old man adbout hus youth
Then 1t was Sukhuray the Golden Age hessd  How
we used to eat in those days  And then his old face
beaming he went on 1o enumerate at leatt thurty articles
of diet nll evenbodys mouthy were fauly wateting
But then he conduded  wath the coming of the Forest
Guards the Rali Yug the Age of Darkness began  Now
2 tude mller duease and death—thar 1 21l our 1ife
We are rather touthed by 1his reeta} ang are Just feel
irz for an approprate gift when Panda Baba who hages
10 € MOneY PIING 28 1t were out of the family curs
him thort and sends him away before we have tme to
:;l\m the imquittes of the Kali Yug with 2 few anna

February 4 Leave the man road 1o
wiltzes with the fasananng names of Ludey 'll:!ll;yc:pg(::
8



1934) APPALLING NOfSF

another paper undertaking to work for us i} the R 10,
without wterest 18 repad

January 20 Buslding of Leper Refuge begun none
too soon as an neredibly decaved old leper with nix
cows called Dadhi Dokera {or the Old Body with 3
Beard) arrsves and lyng on the graund covers himeell
pathencally with hay

Jenuany, 22 Two bears have 1 fight s the Rereat
House apparemtls unaware that the Greater Sdence 15
perpetually in force there  Appaliing nowe augmented
b Sohors coming home drunk abomt the same tme and
beating his wife  Cuniowy Gond method of dnnking
to gulp down entire ponon at once 1dea being hot to
enjoy the taste but to achiere as quickh 15 posuble the
exoiung sensation of bang drunk

Januars 27 Cold so mtense tha 1 can hardh hold
pen  Wonder why Inds s eilled a tropcal countny
Dying Brahmin friaress srries m filthy condiion and
Shamro bathes her and shaves her hair Shorghy after
wards comes epsleptic Gond south Turts Iy azme of
age 1bout twents fise wha having by nghe hand
pirahsed alreads has m one of his fits fallen into the
fire and burnt hus left hand terrilils When he arrnes
the burnt hand v on the verge of gansrene and we
send him at ance n charge of the fatherly Rarud o
hospetal 2t Bodaspur

Jamunry 29 Pandx Raba tefls av an exannz wory
of ghost who hives 10 3 reemur tree near villsze He s
a nektba name guen by Goade tn a man who has et
without tashng the delizhes of tove  Now he s s Hack
and hai ¥ ghost with 2 fire burnmy alwas within lum
At night the burming becomes intolerable and be reeps
out of hut tree and ity the masdens of the sillaze

o



TRE NECEZSSITY oF BAIGas (198
witer Al the same, he adds, the Baigas are necessary
to perform sacnifices. How 18 that? we ask  Beawuse
they belong 20 the Eanth  When the first Baiga was
born, Mother Earth was glad and promused that what
ever by hands touched should prosper  They hive so
near the Earth that she loves them and tells them ail
her seaets

February 6  Another long and exhausting journey
night snto Baga Chowk, a reservation where the Baggas
arc still allowed to pracnse Bewar, a form of cultivation
achicved by eutting down forest burmng it, and sowing
seeds in ashes  This saves them from lacerating the
breast of ther Mother the Farth with the plough It
also 1aves them a great deal of energy it the expenditure
of which they are niot prodigal  In the eveming we reach
the willage of Silpin

February 7 Thrilling dav at Silpin Everyone very
fnendly  More wformation for projected thens  Gongd
membent of our party very scomiul of Baggas' haphazard
methods of wontup ‘' They all up the spmits any
how 13y Panda Baba who 13 2 ngd ceremomialist.

Have Jong wanted 10 White to Mahatma Gandhy and
tefl him that T have met someone who has never heard
of him. Here at least 1 will find someone, But no,
evervone knows the name at least, even though one dear
old man thinks that 2t 13 omething to ext—but az last
they point out an old woman sitting by the fire 1n 2
coemer  She haa never heard of bim* Splendid, think
T wow T can emte that levter and w will do the
Mabatma 0o end of good *But! they continus, * she
h‘; '*:ﬂ stonedeaf for twenty years

" afternoon
many photor, u;ﬁ:\m‘fi‘:&‘lﬂz‘“{:ang 1 ke
't songs, afl of

9



1934} LUDRA TALIYAPANI

Chakmaktola, and Pakarpam By mghtfalt have not
amived at one of them i spute of traveruing senumer
able mountamn ranges, forests and watercourses.  Pands
Baba, howerer, finds hus discaples in erery village {fed
as 3 T were tourng »with reynabnt preacher m one of
the more superstitious Amencan States) and these with
much reversnce dirget by on our way  Fualle at what
scems abaut mudnight reach Ludr Taliyspam and are
grven astonshung welcome by mhabatants wilder, fercer,
but more handsome thm the Baigas of what vou mught
eall avilization Huge fires are Bt sinmg beds and hade
seats are pliced i village guesthouse (small hut
constructed of straw and lemves) and after att the in
habuants have gared ther Al we ate allowed ta go to
sleep

February 5 Spend enchanung day at Talwapani
which dawn reveals as tny hamfet on sanhit rocky sfopes
of a tall tull overlootang 1 sea of talls and forest Very
ntelligent Bagra  {Second (. Mathemaua?) named
Hothu provides us wuh stream of nformanen abont
his trihe and—hie evenane clse who hat ever walied to
an Indin wilfager [ decude 1o wnite thews en the subjeat
The Basgas Hothu tellt me were reated immehiately
after the beginnung of the world  Born of serpenns he
afds a bude defambh Saked  But God aw them

and offered them a mece of <lath mine vardt long They
tare off a vard but gave the ren back  \What war the
need of 117 Siner then ths do pot warh of drew pus
i Panda Babs oficomsly A Panda why te w w0
down on the Buza  {eans towards me and m amuwed
and confidential tone lde that of an Atehileaion un

bending after tos third glan of port explainy chas g i
heramse they dean themselves with feaves and ant wath

o6



ADVENTDRES 1N civicrzation [3934
Gule Pardhan, famout Don Juan who muwst have
infected many gkt with the disessy and who, even no¥,
1n spute of hs dusfigurement, has 2 sort of kingly dignaty
and splendour about hirm, his astistant wife, Phulat, 2
most besatibul gl who Jooks after tum devoredly—his
senior wife has not caught the duease and stavs at home
to lack after the family affairs Dadin Dokera the old
man who is Yiterally falling to pieces, Raga Ram 2 very
handsome young Gond who has Tost both s tees and
fingers the soa of Mrs Panda Baba by & former husband,
and Gamirx another very tharming and handsome
Gond who 1o far only has the prehimmmary signs of
Leprosy

Februgry 14 Tutta returns from Balaspur, bos hfe
having been saved by 3 muade of care and kindness by
ihe Government doctor there  Enen his arm has been
sned one finger only had to be amputated  Tutea guves
gt exonny account of s adventuses in onlyzation
Alser bang discharged from hospital he was given hus
faxe and e 1o the taton  Avhe seached the platform,
he sxw che train weaming out of the staton So he ran
after 1t He ran along the line for seversl males uill
he came o another nauoh  Thers he Tay down and
went to Aleep 10 be awskened by another train going
b So once mote he jumped up and chased 3 along
the hne At the Uurd sauon, 3 kindly station master
explamed the situation to bam, gave tem some food
and when a train did arnve put im o §r

Tuta now almost entirely belpless and has to be
fed snd wushed and put 10 bed thoush he an walk
2402 and €25t hus Annema ¢ 1a LY

= e
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1934} BAREFOOT TRAVEL

whith tum out to be entirely proper and with not x
hule poctry w thems  Bum girds perhaps 3 bk
hoydenish  the Gonds mught produce a Tess the Diign
would hardly rse above an Audrey

February 8 Reach Dharkata but there 15 wineshop
here and willige celebrates our armival by getting heavily
drunk  Panda Biba  however enfivens our everang
with account of Creation of Warld which  though
differsng in many respects from the Inspired Recond of
Genesis at least avouds the Frrors of Charfes Narwin
and Mr H G Wells

Februar 9 Atiempt 1o make the thirty five miles
between oursehics and Ktmanpa n a wungle dav Ruse
very earhy while ground s sl wet with frosr  Rub
vaselime on soles of feet nhich have beceme cncked
Gomyg barefoot as usual feer are ohserved to shine a8
they tread on frosts pround  Look ™ whupers Pands
Baba to the others *thouch there is frone hie feet are
stuning with seat Surely this » some Inrarmation”
By evening have come twents mine miles and strafn of
unng onlv such language as might be conudeed suitable
to an Incamanuon almo intolerable Take shelter in
tumbledown sdlage hut but too tired o0 ex¢

Februan 10 Short journes of nx muler and rexch
home 1 grem eontent o find —somewhat to my tur
prise and mortifientson ~that evervthing has gone on
perfectly tn my absence  Find new pohiceman o2
bhished 2 blend of Doghern snd Mr Grummer short
black, with 3 squint that makes us feel that he o able
to keep an eve on 3l of us at onee S3vs be b brep
told that T am a chorough pentfeman and that be expeets
me 10 be bis father 1 toth word and derd

February 12 Open Leper Refuge with five fepery—

o9



WILERIR ABORICINALIZED {1934

tracty which would normatly be passed aner n sience
ck\md, 9 Spensl dance n honout of Witind who
1ts on Asheara Toof in order 1o obtamn better view }(Y
awn apy of Rrst<lass

marred by fear that 3t any moment he way Eall through.

Mareh 10 We alf go 10 the Narbada Ashram where
Wilind now thoroughly tnbalized sleeps on grownd
2and depans next mormng Alter providing us with the
First Ravour of intellectual tonversation that we have had
or wonthy  In tetum we forget to gue tum botle of
dnnking water for journey

March 15 Visned by Exase Officer with strong views
on Ayurvedie medicine  He 1s sorry that we are nat
do ng anything of pracucal vatue for the Gonds and
after visitng dupensary declares that we are acwaily
dony themn harm  But when be sees sacred fuls plant
frowing in Athram he 18 more reconciled  Your work
it alter all truly retlidous Find consersation as wath
% any persors of thas kand exremely dficalt amee—
tike Cardereagh and the wilage pomp—at i thewr rustom
hot to conserse but to ANTY on agitated monologue

And coolly tpowt and spout ang spout 2wy
n ooe wal wahy evetlasting Sond.

Mareh 15 Leuer from affable Mussalman addressed
Fatermaly to Vemer Unwim Servant of God haranpa
and offering humsell  and 10 fay nine chiddren to the
tervice of the Asham.  Concludes by saying that of e
::A:mse:d hun 2 fee lgirc Tigess ot Leopards for smle
Thumbaunds ex o Y:lf‘" )] ‘:Sﬂm:m Yandlord of
Qe mizhe Bh““""t villaze on banks of \atbada where

Aty Bhimsen gnce sat on the ground in front of
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1934) XI1SSING THE SACRED CHEERK

points to the lonest button of what you might esil bis
waistcoat  This is then undone, the lapels of the coat
fying apart with a drisk nolse, and he continues witk
renewed energy and more ample accommodation,

Februan 17, Mustonary, apparemly of type described
in Census Report as * nunor and unspectfied Protestant |
who hnows fanuly, visits Ashram, but am out.  Remards
to Shamrao, ‘ What a grief 1t must be to a wonderul
waman ble Mrs Elwin to have a son hle that® Should
file t0 have had thus cunious remark eluadated, but
Shamrao clearly anxsons 1o bave o presened in 35 un-
pleasant a form as possible

February 19 Shamrao assaulied by constable, who
stnkes hum on face ¢ bayaar  Spend mast of dyy
persuading wdignant vsllagers not o go and beat vp
pohice statton Manv villagers fast, and some o more
attractive ladies (to my secret annovaner) go so far as to
weep loudh  Imotute new nite for memben~Kiung
the Sacred Cheek on spot where hand of Oppresson
has struek st Vidlage ladies siacely hanned from this
ceremons as we do not wish o spread rstualistic practices
among Gondy

February 2% Feutnal of Hoh  More beatng and
asszult ths tune by women who wander about an bands
arracking evert muan they meet tl he buvy them off
with present of fice wine or money Tutta gets ven
drunl  When [ ok bum of be o drunl be e33s Yoy
and nods fus head with mnfinite complacency

March 6 Sudden arrnal of Welfred Davsd author
of successful nove) Momioan  Cook exeels humzlf an

roducing new and sstonirtung dnbev under impression
that visstor ss 3 peran of vase wealth  Wilfnid pristuces
Texts end Pretexts, and reads 10 Joud sorce pute thowe
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THY WORST SIN [os¢

3 greater 2est and thers were munety mne s Jast year,
2nd 2 hundred and vaenty five the yeat before  Davorees
2re not Listed for obvious reasons

Apnt 10 Heat settles down on us hike a monsteouy
blanket Vague hope that owing to the Second Law
of Thermodvnamics zanth will gradually gee coaler bur
fear that this will be posiponed oo long to be of any
practial advantaze 10 U P ity Polwce
ity books recently sent v by enthustastic friend which
we had not read and did not want but refuse my offer
of 2 Targe quanuty of secondrate thealogreal warks
which are conuigned to the bonfite tnstead to the great
horror of villazers  After al) they say a book 15 2 boak
and they rescoe several from the flames  Debightful ught
of anaent Gond dowazer carrying off shightly charred
¢opy of For Sinners Only w trumph to her house where
1t will probably be warthipped as 2 houschold god

Apnil 13 Three visnors from Chnsta Seva Sangha
Athram 1 Poona formerly inhabited by ourselves Take
them and all our wotken to Kapildara Do not pass
beneath the Falls 13 usual having previousty proved
them {maccurate and misteading but bathe tnstead lower
dawn rever in the Falls of Milk whose warers—ateording
10 Panda Baba—wash away ali min  In fact the Ganges
herelt wn the form of 3 cost black tow mum come once
2 year 1o bathe in these healing waters Perhaps
mundlv fong discusson {n evering on mature of sin
fat anbite Group Meettny but notce everything kept
arclully on academic plane and nobody mves himaels
v General azreement that the Worst Sin 15 10 kol
& coow thoozh Mustaphs Rhan duazrees with thus and
syt in rather a Gandhuh vosce that 4t 13 much ‘wotle
1 bettay truth The eye obsenes Schare 18 the veal
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1934]  OUR DISTRICT'S CRIMINAL RECORD

the Sacred Rinver as she was flecng away from the moun
tasns towards the sea and dared her to pass hum. Dut
she turned herself mnto the fish Bhami that looks hke a
snake and went underground coming up agmn a fow
males farther on Where was J? Less affable
Mussalman landlord refuses to let us open school n
this enchanted spot  We send a deputation of four of
our focal Mussalmans to rewon with him but when
they atre st ss found that thes all belong ¢o different
sects among the followers of the Prophet and what was
to have been a peaceful discussion about fand turns into
an acnmentous theolomieal duspute abour the snterpre
tation of history and the correct reading of the horan
Al chance of getsng our bit of land lost by tryng to
be 100 dever

Mareh 20 Howeser Gond landlord ar Bamal two
miles {rom Blumlunds offers uv land for school
Bamar nerther healthy nor besutiful—all water brought
froms feehle stream wsed by ihabuants as public tavatory
—but excetlent centre for chldren  Shamrao goer and
chooses nite and on seturn to Ashram is bitten by
scarpion Panda Bahs howerer rehicves him of pain
w muraculomshy short ame In holding foot sn hand and
muttening incantations over at

arch 27 Find ome cunous statistica not interessing
but curtous about our District s resord of aime which
does not scem o flourndung 2 1t mighs be  In the
whole of fant vear there were only nine mnvietiony {n
Riotsng and 1'nlanfyl Asembly ffieen for Offences
Affectinz Human 1ife cleven fot Grievous Hurt twenty
seven for Cawtle Thett nx for Dl Laschh sl one
under the Opsm Act and four under the Frene Act
fouschreating and Thelr however wesr praciped with
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ANOTHER ViSIT FROKM THE FoLicE {103

to an cnd leases us with Brother Tom €83 who has
had quue enouth. Tom separated {rom Stkant, gets
Yot {n the dark n the jungle on his twenty fne mile
mp down 10 the radway  Meets motor on road and
stops it only to discorer that 1t contans o less 2 per
sanage than Yer Yhzhness the Mabaram of Rewa {the
Sue tat hordens our dunat and through which we
Bane 1o paw n order (0 reach the railway)  Bur the
White Shin can do amything  Tom 13 not shot without
warninz but 1 taken 1o the Maharams camp given
hot bath excellent dendter (saup Gtk chucken 208 two
1tz sweet and savoury) and lots of azarettes  Search
panty even duspatched to find Snkant who 15 eventually
reseued and borh proceed sefreshed on therr way next
mormng

Apnl 22 Vint of Deputy Supenintendent of Poliee
Cerv mendty and amuting but confiscates our copues
ot Fishers Strange lattle Broun Man Gandhy and
Uaroomday 2 Gandh §evus the Frture both twen me
ty the guthory and contaming references to self hepee
prized bur apparently proscribed

A new leper comes ta the Refuze a sadhu an en
farter Wle man who meditates standing on by head
ar tametimes while sty i the top branches of 3 rree
Poor man tembles ike 2 1eaf when Shamrao 163y hym
what u the matter wath tum

Mav  flame of cocdronches  Fr BIM Lash css
fieorvers one perfectly conked 1n s nee For some
TN L2018 0o GIACC SUppRr Astonuhingly besnyfu)
Rl dammowed 38 deprous buttts o tears on sean,
‘d};‘ﬂ‘ sufferers, and Tunt away at ence, &

VNX vety anuous o gt marned Smtable
WINZ At preent in dwpensay  Shamro buig;
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1934] BOYS ASK RIDDLES

sinner; the eye Jeads the way and all the rest runs alter
it. Panda Baba advances novel argument aguinut
smoking, that u fouls the mouth and thay therefore the
Smoker’s huss 55 fess acceptable than others  Severs} of
the younger members of the company abjure todacco
on the mstant

April 21 Visst Kotrr Ashram with Shamrag  How
ever amateurish our teaching may be, notice that entire
aumosphere and dusaphne of * Progressine Schoolt”
seem to have been tansplanted here  Read some
where 1hy theve are three stages i bie of chld—
romince, preasion  and  gencralzation AY thee
children m romance stage, shen e 11 an advenmute
crther to pour a cup of tea down the Headmaster’s neck
or, when [ am victim, to hft bum Jugh anro the air 3nd
drop hun heaudy on the ground  Glorous bathes in
fier, and o everunz sit cound Gre and boyy ad
nddles '\ hule tird goes hopping along, and I
mne hundred ezgs as 1t goes What o that? aks pne
of them  The aaswer 11 a3 needle  Or again. *The
Uack cow hies sleepung on the graund bt ehe red cow
danievan the ar - That o the hee—the black charred
wood hviny on the ground wiile the sed fame leape
abose at

4pnt 2% Opeming of new whoo! at Bamna 1orge
amd enmthunre crande  Vidlazerr dance AW nghi
Nest mormng st down w rather scanty mes) il thae
remans after {eethng weseary culdien Suddenb s
nghey rutheag wind buyra oo wchonl emesing every
thung witl bt of wasd bay deblle  Grestly edibied
by cxpresson af fenznation on faeey of € 55 vautan
as they see thn spoiling of their gonds

Aprit 23 Sridant, tur period of srrvace Laving rome

]



GOKD PRIENDSHIPS {1984

the frst and dirnest children to come to schoat  The
willazge having decided that these two last reflationships
should be regulatized ereryone gathers in the court of
one of the willage houtes Shameao and T fecling hike
young brdes g0 down caryng large brass plates on
which are placed nice dal salt coconus and a shurt
and dhou First 1 ant down in centre of court with
hundru faung me. He also has a dush with riee dat
nalt and coconut Then the offcatng minister {2
rather well known mamaan known 2s a gunia and 2
disaple of Panda Babas) makes 2 fire 1 frant of 3
and burns incense 1n 1t After this we exchange our
dishes three tmes so that at fast hundru has my gifts
and I hase his. Then he takes 2 handful of fresh
barley shoows (the Jawara) and hangs them over my ears
and I do the ame for um.  He places 2 Gond rosary
tound my neck  Then the gunta smashes the coconuts
and we place a kitde bit of the coconut 1n each others
mouths and embrace in the Gond fastion  From this
day onwards we must neser address one another by
fame and we must support and help one another for
the tert of our hives. Then Shamrio and Suddhy are
dane and alter that we distribute sweets and coconut
and evenjane becomes very jolly

l:m villazers come (o the Ashram and dance alt
nght
Mgy 9 CS5 (mends, after bang awake all night

with the dante Jeave w1 at 340 tn the moring  Long
delay while horyes and men are got ready and Chrstian
chanty nrained to the tmost while we all droppny
with fuizue wait to 12y good bye to one znolh:rp Bug!
2t Iat vis tors depart and we setire to bed Chrsstian
charay reterming ke a flood a3 we put aut the hghts,

1w



1034] TUTTA'S MATRIMONIAL noOPES

negotiating  Acite tension all day but artadel shows po
ugns of falling  Towards evening, Tutta comes to re
2nd i a hoarse and confidentsal whisper says be thints
that of Panda Baba were to saafice 2 bladk codk, {t
might just turn the scale  Would I we my influence
with the old man 1o take up hus ease?  Suggest that &8
I abso am a Panda (pricsty I mught add my poor prasess
to those of the Chiel Magtarin  Tuua looks secpueat
but too polite to say what he obviously thnks At
least, he continues would I go so far as to make Pands
Baba place a blest coconut under the {ady s bed?
May ®  Gonds sery rominic pwople  Gond soqety
15 bound together by varrons kinds of friendstupr each
with its proper name  These are much more enduring
than therr marrages. There o the Bapl 3t che botten
of the scale then the Saklu (the soul matey the Jas e
¢x Daved and Jonxthan tspe of friendshup) the ety
prasad and the Gangajal (umque and hiclong fnends)
the drmarbel (name of a chinging creeper the love 1
suppose that will not let you go) the (oulabphul of
Floner of the Rase a hnde senumental the Arfapon
or Leat of the Plantxn the Narbadaal the Waters of
the Sacred Ruver and so on We have many of thae
frends  Shamtap has a Bah an an mesedibly ogly
Iimtie hoy who sticks out belund and a Gulal phul
Amur fat and smibing av an appledumpling My own
Gulabphul 11 a betde gl who might e stepped
uraight out of a story by Bestrx Potrer and 1 ke
three faaaras—the tiny Jugers (another bttle gied T
sorry €0 13y but at feast a oty uzly aney ¥ glotiom boy
at hotrs and Aundru onre of our own wills=tzn Shan
rx0 aho hat @ Jazara in the willage Suddha ahe faber
of uny Raager with the by unomrath who wa one of
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TUE K185 OF ST FRANCIS {1934

tons This no doubr very good for them but sight of
them runming on deformed feet reminds one of med
eval puntingy of dance of death  Ronald with 2 sinsster
and modernst look 10 his eye tnforms me that if the
Yeper kissed by St Franas was (a3 13 most probable) an
N case there was no danger as this type not contagous
St Franais however would not have known this so act
equally mentonous.

May 16 Al schoolchidren dosed wath cheno-
podism a2 nte which 13 atended by even mote tears
than the annust ceremony of vacanation  What we
had prevously atmbuted to enlarged spleen sy
Millicent 1 teally due to roundworm  Ronald and
illcemt always so pracucal devise spoon which can
be held by Tutta and he will now be able to feed i
self thus saving us 2 full hour a day

May I8 Accval of Dhetnct Viltage Uphft Com
mittee  conssting of Deputy Commusnoner Revenue
Officer and two assstants Armeulural Expert Veten
mry Surgeon Medial Officer  Curdle Inspector of
Toliee 2 Lawyer and several others 1o hold Uphh
Rally  Ther coming heralded by palice nvading our
willaze and beatnz pexsant to force um to prepare
omforts for Uplift Commuttee members  One whole
minurt‘ pit is dug and a bull castrated as 2 demonstra
ton In eveniny meeting addressed vangus
bers of Uphift Comntmnttee now well icdb:-uh tood :2;:\
free of charze from ha¥l starving villagers, Agnicuttural
expent telly willazers that they must have good ol
good manute and good water it they want good cops
:;h:‘n!ul and rather coarse 1peech by bearded Musat

n vetennary surgton who tates—moey mendacousty
~that the cow 1 his mother Other tpeakers urge
0



1334} A CURE FOR ASTHMA

May 10 Prolonged vist from legn) fnend orthodoy
Hundu who has never tasted an onion, an €97 of 3 op
of coffee  Tales his meals separately  Dubelierer mn
medicine  For asthma recommends four ounces of
con's nrme drunk fresh and hot for spleen 2 mivture
of urine and jyungle frut *No real cure for asthma’
savs Shamrap “has ever been discovered  * That® s
Our Lawver heavihy and umpressnch 1 beeause the
West has not et awakened to the curauve propertis
of con s urme’

Young wilfager brought to Ashram wih barbal
fisting spear drisen deep anto s foot  Impowdle (o
remone 1t wsthout operanon  Permade Ius fnends to
tike him to Pendra but on the way they meet the
Mahyram of Rena nho s ll Inang in the forest Jide
a famn godmother and her doctor aperates and gnes
the foot

\fay 72 Ronald and Millicent Freeman who seem
to know eventhing wt sarld about teprow come to star
with us Tuttas mtended natural and tupernatural
persuanon abke futile  defimteh gave No  Recene
news that gang of fizhty darous are ding in fotew
to attack us  Youngest member of Aditam  Sundar
aned nxteen posss guands of villsgess all oser the hall
and humsel! renrey 10 bed wath o guns two spean 2
bow and posoned arrows four 3ves 2 spnrt and a
bante of pure carbolie sad  Fortunateh for them
dacoits faid 1o put sn an appearanse

ey 4 \allwent who for sears bas warled ip
great leper home an Pursha son our bile Refuee
and gives expere and insafuatie belp She males shi
tepers with exeeprion of 3245y whn uandt on his head
run round the compound theee fimes slter eese dnjee
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orpREssoRs oF THE Pookx  [19%
atractive ofd woman with no possible ctaum upon hus,
day by day? 1 doubt st

J lalp sends s a b ful Yittle b
Anand—with a white star on tts forehead

June 15 Tale alt our workers for ten days educz
tional 1our to Caleutta, Three of them, Sukl and
Nanas both Gonds and Tibln the Agana bave never
been on @ tram before  All are quite unfamibiar with

d L

ts name

aty hie T n

P
sceing thew it tunnel, thewr fist tram ther first
seroplane

On getting nto Calcutta Man e Bidaspur, find entire
third<tass oomp pied by prosperousloaking
Gupnus who have spread thewr beds and baggage o
33 1o Jeave only standing voom for everyone else  Scene
of great wiolence follows 1n which Shamrao brandush
ing copy of Brave New World, proprictor
hoel 3nd unspeaified and dingy
attack on Guprans as oppresors of the poor  Skr
mu'nng continues {or three hours while gradually most
of out patty are pushed not only 1010 nttingspace but
even get room tosleep At lant only Shamrao and self
yemain niing up Iread D H Lawrences Porgis and
the Gipry by bad Ught with head of Tatlway coolse (to
wham 1 have never been formally wwroduced) snonng
v my lip Ac midnight Gujaraus discover who we
tally are  Immediate and efecnic change of atmos
phere. Two comfornable sleeping spaces immediately
placed at our dusponal their righuful posiestors express
g ther preference for keeping awake alt mght, and
in rormung they present us with banknote for no e
than Rs 30

of raitway
i lead

Sudden frruption {nto twentieth century on arnval
n



1934] ON THE NATURE OF MIRACLYS

villagers to dlean their houses (Gond houses are atwaw
spotlesshy clen) 1o use mosquuto nets and not to burn
con-dung {stock clichés of sillage uphft—forest people
with reads access to wood do not usualh burn manure
though they waste 11} After a vine of eghteen hours,
Dastniet Vatlage Uphift Commuttee departs and villazen
hme been enjorving fuller and richer hle ever since

AMay 20 Qur friends the Pochas celebrared Seed
Merchants of Poona send w larze hox of seedy for the
runs. There are packets of tomate cabhaze (we @n
never get away from ) bringal lettuce beans peat
beetroot radish and pumpkin bags of mare and for
flowers—rnnma balsam periwinlle dasies cosmes sun
flowers and gallardia—the onh flowers that can stand
up under our heny ram

Mav 22 Open school at ullage called Rvarwar 2
farge mud building in shade of great wood (heee mider
from Karanpa Villagers dance all night but by now
have Jewrnt technique of retining unobirusively to sore
ancs house 1 remote corner of village and going 0
steep  Retarn 3t dawn 1o wene of revelry and fnd
Panda Baba mpired apparenthy by some jocal txeile
danang about hke a twoyearold

May 30 Case of cholera m vilbge  Vigorom pro
phylactic meatures

June & Chalerx pauemnt i ber precamtiorary
meawres seem sucecarful av no ane el followr example

OId lame woman who ha been tn Athram for month
under Shameao ¢ care gets up and walke  Reflernion on
aature of auracdes  Suppate Shsmean had wived hn
hands oser her and aaid Arise and wall would thae
have been a greater micacle than the tove and patience
which inspired him to manaze and care Jor an an

1e



MAGNIPICENT MORASTIC LUNCHEON {1534

Stking example of value of Eurapeans adopt
ing Indsan style of hiving—a policy which otherwise has
hnle to commend 3t

June 20 More het. More mosquiaes Ran
Vise cotton mill.  Now get cup of tea at ‘breakfast, but
feel a8 though 1 was permanently 1n Black Hole  Viat
New Market quue the best thing tn Calcutta The
party goss to Bengall drama 2and 1 to bed

June 21 Legs break out ail over with pouoned
wres. Sense of beng m hell intennfied. Vit Jute
At Spend muddle of day at Ramakrshnz Math
Delor famous engnal centre founded by Swami Vive-
tananda.  Astongshing welcome from many quite un
¥nown Sannyasis who say ibat they have been reading
me for years. Surely they must be mustaking me for
woeane ele?  Magnaficent maonastic luacheon and
uik afterwards with the Pror 2 grand old man his
almont maked body covered with thick black har eon
temtedly pufing at his hookah The Ramatnshna
Order has endently succeeded n adapung many of the
more anracuve {eatures of Wenern rmonastsasm, We
ultimately get mto a boat and are rowed down the
Ganges to Catcutta. On the way our fint aeroplane
flis overthead  but causes fess astomuhment thap 1
sould have expected

June 21 Three membens of pary develop meastes
Untvernal agreement that aviliation 1s 1o good. v
denly no uinfication for Satish Babu s fear, expressed
ta ut on the day of our artmal that viw 1o oty would
unk*lle out people snd make them want 10 Jeave thew
villize Sa we uy goaddye o om *indly hoss to
*50m we muyt have been quite unusua) burden aad
mate duh for Tife back 1o Jung

us



1934} AT CALCUTTA

at Caleutea very dusturbing, though stightly modified b
medieval atmosphere of the Harijan Ashram where
we g0 o 33y, and where our host is Satish Das Gupta
brilhant chemust and great gentieman  Heat, noise and
masg bevand temy description
June 13 Rise at 345 for prayens after nizht made
sleepless by tevonmtic efforts of mosquitoe. At 60,
already feeling faunt, go 1 to breakfasw, alt axog foo
a cup of the Mfeguing 1e3 but am presented fostead
with 1 glass of pure cold water  Set qut ta stit o
and drink severa) cups of tea on nay and feed slightly
better  Shamrao who oversiept, and did not get up till
555 15 s great form The 100 14 immense success,
espeeralls the ppopotamus Obese Benzah in monkey
house posnts 1o mopy of Thank You Jreres under my
arm, and asks malitanth *Is that copy of Holy flibley”
fote ms head and reph wildh * No why stiowld i be?’
To which he rephies * Yonu look the sort of penon who
would be carnving Yol Bible’ Returning home, bor
row murror and scrutnire mauelf fong and carefulle in
mood of deep deprewion A mght see veny appre
priate film Robin Hood and o to bed pist in time 10
get up for mormung pravers Sham ovendeeps azaim
June 19 Spend mornmg at Rengal Chemical Worls
meddn in Muncum everang 31 the prining peess of the
Anarnd Bazar Paterka where we ave guen 2 meal of the
most delicious Benzali sweets  See Victoriz Memornl
Black Inle Whirasn & Ladlans, the Fden Ganden
and Dr haldas Nag  baape {tom parey and pu far
Futopesn diunner of which v now 1 am tadly in aeed
while Shamran taker test for a prod Denzall mead
Mortsfied tn ke that my danngr ot pat twhr 3
much 21 tonal expetise of remnning eloven g embers of
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MAGNIZICENT MONASTIC LUNCREON {193

puty  Smitung example of nive of Furopeans xdopt
ing Indun style of hiving—a policy which atherwnse has
Tatle to commend

June 20 More beat. More mosquitoes Ran
Vit eoron ol Now et tup of tea 3t breakfast, but
feel as though 1 was permanently in Black Hole Vit
New Market, quite the best thang 1 Caleotta, The
party goes 1o Bengah drama and 1 to bed.

June 21 Lep break out all over with posoned
wres Sente of bemg n bell intenmfed. Vist Jute
Ml Spend muddle of day at Ramakrishna Math
Tetur famous origwmal centze founded by Swams Vives
Tananda  Auonnhing welcome from many quite un
known Sannyaus who say that they have been yeading
me for yean, Surcly they must be mntaking me for
wmeone de? Magmficent manastic tuncheon and
ulk afterwards wath the Prior 3 grand old man s
almont naked body covered with thack black hair con
sentedty pufing at b hookah  The Romaknthna
Ordes bas evidently succeeded in adapting many of the
more anracuve features of Western monastiqem. We
vitratedy get anto 2 boat and are Towed down the
Ganges 10 Caloutta On the way our fest aerophane
Res avethead but causet fess astonuhment than 1
stould have expected.

June 23 Theee membens of pany develop meastes
Univeral agreement that avibuation 15 no good. Ent
demidy 0o jusiieation for Satish Babuy fear expressed
19 s 0% the day of our armval that viut ta oty wonld
urtettle aur poople and make them want 1 leave theay
‘T’:' So we ay godbye o owr Wundly hoss 1o

*hom Wt st have been quite unngual
oate dah for hie tack to ngle, brden and

ns



1934] AT CALGUTTA

at Caleutta very duturbing though shghtly modified bv
medieval atmosphere of the Hanpan Ashrm whee
we g0 to stay and where our host 1s Saush Das Gupta,
brilhant chemust and great gentlernan  Heat, nose and
mosquitoes bevond temperate description

June I8 Ruse at 345 for pravers after might made
sleepless by terronstic efforts of mosquitoes. At 68
alrerds fechar famt go i to breakfast all agog for
a cup of the hfegnang tea but am presented meed
with 2 glass of pure cold water  Ser oyt to viut 0
and drink several cups of tea on was and feel shghtly
better  Shamrao who overslept and did not get up vll
555 15 1in great form The 200 18 immense suceess
especialls the hippopotamus.  Obese Bengal: in monker
touse powts to copv of Thenk You fertes under my
arm and uks muluanth  Is that copy of Hoh Bible?
Lose m head and reph wildly ™o why should 1 be?
To which he replies *You look the sort of persan who
would be carrving Hohy Bible  Rernrning home bor
row muror and sorutimze mvsclf long and arefulls
mood of deep depression A1 might see veny appro-
priate film Robin Hood wnd oo to bed just i ime to
ger up for morming pravers  Sham oventleeps agam

June 19 Spend morming ar Bengal Chemical Warks
midday in Musenm eveming at the prnting press of the
Anand Bagr Patriba where we are gnen 3 med of the
most dehicons Benmab sweers See Viaona Memanal
Black Hole Whiternay & Lasdiaws the Eden Ganden
and Dr hahdas Nag  Feape from parts and go for
European dinner of which by now I am badh 1n need
while Shamrao takes rest for a good Bengali meal
fortified to discover that me dinnier ot fust twiee as
much as total expense of remaming eleven membeny of
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AN UNEXPECTED VIVA {1954

July 18 Dhimar woman evidently dying and anxtous

to go home and see her children  but none of the
villagers arc willtng to arty her as she 1 of different,
thouzh not lower cne

July 19 Dhimar woman dies and have to send to
dystant sillage for her asie fellows as no one else will
help i funerat

July 20 Hold an cxam today in hope of finding
wioe surtable new workers  About ffteen peaple turm
up ncluding the Rotwar or Sub-Inspector s jackal and
we give them a short wrstten test and a long and un
expected viva  Qur questions were mainly on subjects
that had not previously been assoaiated in thewr minds
with eduation.

Please §1 the Undorgradiaies nad
Turn og 3 hinte blve

We dd not know 1hit was the sort
Of thing we had 10 do

The questions (hat give 18 most entertainment are
these

(1) 1ave you rducated your own wife and daughters?
If not how an yuu expect to edutate other peaple?
(Rotwar antwers Certamnly not for then they would be
atle to wine lovederters)

{2} Why do you refuse to eat from the hands of 2
Musalmn? (We annot get 2 single ntelhgent
anrwer o this question presumably because no intelty
AL answer can be piven

{9} Do you want cildren to stand up wh
1o e rrom and afl you Sirp (o?mu::y‘::;o g“:
Kotwar that 1s the way children should behave

) Do you thisk it 13 Dbt 10 bear chaldren? (Al
but unsnmon oa ths of course sty nght)

1ns
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1834) BACE TO THE JUNGLE

June 28 Find countrymde transformed by a weeks
ram and znnias and cosmos growing wild all ever hill
while ground near school 15 a field of margolds. The
walls of our houses are covered with an unsghtly mes
of straw called chtrra to protect thewr mud faces agani
the ram

July 3 Sow and dustnbute large quanttes of vege
table and flower seeds and transplant dozens of self
sown zmmas dames and mangolds nto parden and
manure them with cowdung ash

Agitation 1 village to put haruk out of caste since
he must have defiled hus soul or his palate while travel
hng to Calcutta  Ashram mmvaded by enormous bladk
scorpion large as 2 mans hand and hawy

July 6 Squash anti haruk amtauon by saying that
no one who takes part in 1t will ever be employed by
us or given loan mediane or any other help

July & Cnppled woman of Dlumar or fisherman
caste carried here by husband and journey ery neatly
kills her  The Dhymars are assiduous cultivatons of the
singara nut which s my book is described as having

a taste somewhat between 3 coconut and a potato
with a flavour of soap  but am unable to smagine what
this taste can be  In esening beautiful double ram
bow across Ashram Wil It chmbs up out of an ant
kil Panda Baba tells me T have seen o

July 15 Tiwnv Gond bov Prthu comes and savs he
going to Ine with s He 1 far too srenstible to refuse
Can thss be beginning of old dream of a chuldrens

hostel?
July 17 Esidentls for Pithu spreads news that com

pany and food 18 good and three boys and a girl come
to jon hum.
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CAT AND COBRA (193¢

July 29 Panda Baba shawing 2 cmam domestic
sestleaness, due no doubt to Mrs Panda’s mexhausuble
consersatiomal powers. Mrs Panda yeminds me of
Wordswonth who 1 hts off moments 13 1md to have
been ke

an old hal witted sheep
Whith Bleats awrulate sronotony
And (ndicates that two and two are three
That gra is green Lakes dawp and moustans stecp

July 30 R fallng in toments. Letter from Jaid
Ofiaal In neighbounng dismet to mquare sf we hase
any youny and handsome girls of marnageable age n
aur Athrem 2nd f 10wl T Xandly inform hum at what
hours our {nstitution 18 open for mspection  Roses
flowering admirably and many seedtngy now up and
about—-tomatots seem strong and fit while teanstalks
<himb over houses at prodigrous rate

4ugust 1 Cow eats most of young seedlings 1n school
ganden  Av 1 go to bed a lttle sungle cat comes into
Toom and bepns ruaning to and {ro mewing m agitated
fahion  Both astorushed and annoyed at thyy conduct
but cat rewsts for long ume my efforts to tum st out.
Atlar pvirg me up 1 suppose a3 hopeless it goes off
Two or three hours fater 1 got out of bed 1 dark
bntern having gone owt to dnnk some water Ag 1
put r¥ hand down towards dnnlang pot hear a rusting
oo and hastily retire 1nd light lanten There emiled
found pot W gizanuc cobra fen than three inthes from
wbere tny feet bad been Ranher good of the hide ezt
0 Uy to wamn me.

Augutt 2 Enortouy parcels of ¥hadi cloth are sent
o Iy Pant fnend 10 Bombay-—encush stariings to dathe
3 Pundred chaldren  sx arpew’, warm  Kashmn

uy



1934} A SILLY QUESTION

(5) How would you deal wuth an outbreak of cholera
wn the village? (1 would apply for lease says the
hotwar and get away as 5008 as possble)

(6) Which do jou regard as the greatest sin among
the following?d—

hillng a cow

Faling to educate your daughters

Adultery inside the tnbe

Not helpug 2 dying woman of another tribe

Telhing lies

Taking forced and unpaid labous from the poot

The unammous answer to this question 18 To Al 3
Cow and the Rotwar rather patronzngly points out
that to commit adultery innde the tribe—provided that
you are not found out—ix not a un at all o why Ak
such silly questions?

Only one candidate passes though we hase our doubty
about the hotwar who would undaeubtedly add to the
zest of our dats AN the others go away and become
our enemies for ife comvinced that their candidatures
have been defeated by sharp practice

July 2¢ Hostel now established and includes two
other litle girls who mught hane swepped straght out
of dlice the black faced brighteyed Hazan the hitle
frog Sepava Ranau the mouse the plump Rattan and
Dholt the mugger with big teeth

July 25 Parcel of medicines from Bombay fmend
who has collected them by gowng round the Drug Market
and extracting them one by one from the merchanty
there—a  heroie proceeding  Very usefud  collection
but ncludes (vo dozen rolls of hint too old 1o be of
any medical value and Shamrao has them made into
warm vests for babies,
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CAT AND COBRA fou

July 29 Panda Baba showing a crtaw dnm?é;c
restlessness dae no doubt to Mrs Panda’s wnexhausti ef
comveratiomal pawers. Mrs Panda reminds we o
yordsworth who m s off moments 3% sd 1o have
heen ke

an ol ball witted gheep
Which Bleats aniculate monotony
And indicates that two and two are thyee
Trat graa it prees bkes damp and mountaing eep

July 30 Ram falling 10 torrents Letter from Jail
DFichal in neigbbounng district 1o snquire 1f we bave
any vouny and handsome s of marmageable age
our Ashram andaf 5o will T kindly wform hum at what
houns out imtitution 18 open for mspection  Roses
flowrnng adminbly and many stedlings now up and
2bout—tomstots seem swong and fit while beanstalks
cimb aver houses at prodiTous rate.

dugust 1 Cow eats most of young seedlings tn tchoot
ganden At 1 go to bed a ludde jungle cat comes mito
rootn and benns runnng 10 and fro mewing i agitated
{ahion  Tioth astonhed and annoyed at this conduct
but cat rewsts for fong time my efforts to wm it out
At fant mnng me up I auppose a3 hopeless tt goes off.
Two or three hours later 1 gat out of bed n dark,
{antern hasing gone out to drink tome water  As 1
frat 17 hand down towards dnotng pot hear Tusthng
e and Hasuly tetre and Light laniem There coiled
found pot v gazantic cobra s than three inches from

“here my feet had been  Rather good of the hutle cat
1013 15 warn me.

dupunt 2 Enotmout parceds of Khadi doth are sent
1 b Panvi frend in Bomhay—Lrough shirtings 10 cJothe
A bundred children six Qarpet’, wam hashmin

ur



1934} HORNETS AND SNAKE

namdas blankets towels shuts dhotis caps and even
waistcaats Al carefully stored away agmnst cold
weather  Hostel children domg well pleasant sight of
fong row of faces pecping out of huge corporate bed
as Sohort plays to them on bamboo flute

August 3 Clear out hornets nest by sumple but
barbarous method of throwing boiling water at 1t
Hundreds of hornets apperr from nowhere and brusk
engagement follows from which Ashram members ulty
mately ememge victorous though heawly ovtmatched
both n numbers and wm weapons of offence

August 4 Sunfower scedlings all pesish from some
unkanown disease probably dampmg of On other
hand 2 rather depressed looking plant whose tpecies
we had been unable to diagnose suddenly produces 2
magnificent white hly Balsam  peniwnkles mangolds
and zinnias coming on well A sort of cucumber forms
an excellent addstion to our diet

August §  Emdemuc of smallpox at Harra Tola and
Barnzs  Gond children who have been vaconated
escape more or less but Hindu children whose parents
have rchgious objections suffer badly Two exquice
children of Lamaps or Gipsy tribe whose parents
bribed the vacanator with a rupee not to do them get
1 siolently and the gmrl goes partially bhind for a ume

August 14 Exoung snake bumt i morang  See
tag 2 big snake sunming nself i frons of Asham 1
call Pand:r Baba and presently he and Shamrao and
several others cormme armed with ks and axes By
this tume the saake has gone to ground behmd the rane
screen that protects our walls frem ran but after long
search we drive «f ont  The screen s now pulled away
from the wall {omung a barreer which divides the
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SENSATION QF THE MONTR {3984

huntot wto tho parues. Saake puts up 2 fine fight.
Furst of all dashes out fo attack me. Idontseest but
Shamsao thouts 2t me and when at 3¢ about 3 foot
away 1 drwve it back. Then 1t dwes ynder the screen
wwards Panda Baba and we all hold our breath
wondenng if 1t will ech tam unawares  But the ald
man 1 wonderfully agle the snake 18 Tight on top of
him when up goes his suck snto the air and with a
1 nzle tow he kills 1t breaking s back. A fine Tong
creature and very pomonous

August 16 Parcel of dozen sourlime trees and s
mangoet comes from Pochas, and are planted n
Arhram and 1 Leper Refuge at Bondar Nouee in
some book that bone-manure 15 very valuable  Country
1 de tntered wath bony looking bones and ury to get
villazers 1o collect them  Dur this apparently contrary
to Gond philosophy of conduct for one and 2l refuse
10 touch 2 bote znd we have to wait till an *untouch
able Chamar o leather wotker comes to Ashram and
coffects and cuthes them  Rain Salls with indes
cihadle ferociry

{ugust 20 Fat green aterpitlars Yike Leigh Hunts
£3h  lezles. vnfoving  infamously chaste  attack
fowert and tomatoes with duszustingty healthy appetites.

dugust 27 OM man our fimt syphihie pavient
whin Gived {or 2 ume in the chapd bitten by cabirz.

August 22 OM friend dies.

Avgust 20 Sconton of month w Pinda Babas
desiunn to drive Mo Panda out of house and ynstal
in het place a young but even ughes brde deaidedly
:&;T:L":‘:Y seatopyrous. Her Pomenor sy the

b s regrettatly outtpoken on these
i, mon wegh fully fwenly pounds. Can only

1g



1934} HORNETS AND SNARE

namdas blankets towels shuts dhous, caps and even
wasicoats AR carcfully stored away agamnst cold
weather  Hostel chaldren doing well  pleasant sight of
long row of faces peepsng out of huge corporate bed
as Sohort plays to them on bamboo fute

August 7 Clear cut hornets nest by umple but
barbarous method of throwing bading water at 1t
Hundreds of homnets appear from nowhere and brut
engagement follows from which Ashram members ultt
wmately emerge victorions though heavily outmatched
both n numbers and m weapons of offence

August 4 Sunflower seedlings all peruh from some
unknown discase probably damping off On other
hand a rather depressed looking plant whose speaes
we had been unable to diagnose suddenly produces 3
wagnificent white iy Baltam penwanhles mangolds
and zinmas coming on well A sort of cucumber forms
an excellent addition ¢o our diet

August 8 Epidemuc of smalipox at Harra Tola and
Barnay  Gond children who hate been vaccinated
escipe more or Jess but Hindu children whose parents
have rehigous objections suffer badly  Two exquuate
clisldren of Lamana or Gipsy wrihe whose parents
bribed the vacewnator with a rupee not to do them get
1t violently and the gt poes partallv blind for a cume

August M4 Excumg spake hunt n sporming  See
ing A big wake sunmag nsell s front of Ashram 1
call Panda Babz and presently he and Shamrao and
sesersl others come armed with apeks and aves By
this time the snake has gone to ground behund the vine
sareen that protects our walls from ram but after Jong
search we drevve 1t out  The sareen 1s now pulled anay
from the wall foroung a bamer which diudes the

us



OUR COMTANY OF WORKERS {1954

October 17 Box of new sceds comes for wintct
planung  Many deliqous and gulycolowred patkets
of tecetpeas pappies carnations hyzonth mignon
ctte clarkias sweetwillum mnapdragon forget rae not
and asters, Enlirge my garden to fecene these dutin
guthed newomens,

October 18 Sow seeds 2 solemn funcuon which
seems samehow sneomplete without having Fanda Baba
10 aumfice 3 black cock,

October 29 Shamrao who bas shated my but for
the last two years, now declares that 1 am oblnerating
hiv personality 2nd that he must hane a home of hos
own in ardey 10 find {uller selfexpression  Starts trans-
formngy part of Duspensary nto dwelhing house but
goer sa far 2t to concede that there shall be a
pasage from his house 1o mine.  Make thys an excuse
for onet more pulling down my own house and rebuild
ing {1 at cot of four or five vupees, and Ashram
becomes mare fike 2 rabbat warten than ever

October 20 Qur company of workets now really
tepresentative There are Christians indos, 2 Bk
min 2 Musal Gonds oty k

N o’
ezamists celibnes polyth h

mono:
thetsts thewis, ammuits pantheists monists negeta

am, ezzenn ntesters beefeaters and those 1o
whoey even the dung of the cow is taered bacon-eaters
174 thove to whom ¢ren the smell of the pig 18
mtteru all voted  How nice it g
§oamoakin 1o A1) the Yarth
By eany & utaf ygn
T™e s3ed p & w ) olten war
Tt 1 rvers mYe of mine

2t



1984} MY BIRTHDAY

hope that kke che fady m Boswell, this will tumn out
o be a bottom of good sense

August 29 My burthday celebrated m spite of feed
g that I am a htde old for st Parcel of detectne
stories from friend m England comes at pust mght
moment and decde to take day off reading Agatha
Christie though pamfally aware that 1t would be more
suitable for me to employ my fmsure seciung the Pem
tenta) Psalms  In erening customary ccremomies have
to be enduted I am gurlanded offered coconnte and
fed Dinner party of all workers and hfry chiddsen
and several gatecorashers wotably an old gemdeman
who more than earny hus mead by gaving spinted i
nons of cats dogs parrots and human bengs 1 nearhy
(but fortunately ot all) thew vamous mutudes  After
dinner fughly tmusing but perhapy somewhat coanse
enterzanment (it which the muror 18 held up to even
possible aspect of mavare) by party of Pankas with
usual small boy this tsme thanks be appropriately
heantifnl dressed up as a danang gul and actors who
play parts of sadhus beggars pobre and moneylenders
to grear dehight of al} present

September 7 lafe has become really  dark  dump
»h and sowre 1 use admurable words of Herbers
Esen garden now blaze of colour cannot dipel gloom
Ram comes through roof but crefully avouds wetnng
any part of room except my bed

Octaber 15 Gsstu the Leper dies fighting for hfe
o the last s death appasenth hastened th by rela
t1ives who make hum swallow 3 rupec 2 strange sacra
ment someumes admumstered in extremu In his
tace comes an adorable chld Gendu youegest saou
of old Kapt
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MR PUNCH AS A DRITY
Sune mnt € alegrl,

senna troppe caldd,

senn patire della progRz,
senza aannre,

senra crlea € malina

& alze malattie,

scuzs funzionayl ROV

© altre perone molste

Semta serupeh ¢ makincone,

in pue, Lbers ¢ lortena

May you be it and cheerful,
Free trom excesuve heat,
Free lrom the pouring ram,
Free from gouts,

Tree froem cholers 2nd malatia
And other duscases,

Tree from troublesorse ofSicials
And other \rewme

Withqut doubts ot saddess,

1n pexce, freedom wod wrength

Ottober 27 Gur presuge nses conuderably since 2
friend has started sendang us copies of 3 famous London
Weelly, the willagers believing that the figure of Mr
Tunch o the Christian sersion of one of the less reput
able Hindu detties.

October 29 This week's mail from Europe seems
nterded to make me tealize how unspintual 1 have
become "We have read your arcular letter; writes
one  We an only pray for your wul’  Another b
=t hot 10 1ay 0 much tress on the physieat aspect of
gy connder the lhies, she jap A thard tegrens
™hat e Chntian nde (a3 there were any other) of
erar weak gy 50 dackung, and stresses the value of prayer-
ety

Neember 5 Prolanged quarrel beween Panda

18



1934} REAL RESPECTABILITY

To celebrate this, we deade to have a dinner We
can all eat together, prowded that {a) the dufferemt
castes sit shghtly apart—thus Phuggu and Adn are to st
together on one mat, the Christians with the Mussalman
and Tibln who has been excommunicated for adultery
outede the tribe are to sit on another, the Brahmm
on another and so on, and (8) our food s cooked by
aur cowherd Schor whose hands, from daly famuliaruy
with the sacred udders of the cow, are considered holy
Consult Adri about the menu, she bempg a woman
“Chucken pulao,” she says at once, for the Pankas arc
greatly attached to this deheacy At immense painy
the food 15 prepared I make some uphfung remarks
The stage 15 deared for dinner, we sit on our separate
mats, great green plantam leases are spread before s,
Sohors brings s the food with his saced hands, care
ful not even to brush agminst anjone on the way—and
then, Mustapha Khan cannot cat 1t because the chicken
was not killed int the sacred name of Allah, Tible an
not eat 1t beeause i was 2 black chicken and the
Agarias offer black chickens to the Great Black Sprt
of the won kilns Nanas cannot est st because the Raj
Gonds never eat ammals with only two legs, though
they take freely of those with four our Brahmm cannot
eat st because his section of Brahmins is vegetaran,
Shamrao cannot eat st because he i uying to be a
Gandhi man, and I cannot cat 1t because [ have wndiges
uon So the two Pankas tuck ther heads down and
get on with a banquet meant for aight, while we peck
about among the vegetables

October 23 Tiahan Suter sends unumnlly appro-
priate blesung which 1 must put down in both Ialian

and English.
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MR PUNCH AS A DRITY fio%4
Suate sant e shiegrd,

senna ald,

sz patire defla proggut,
SENIA TN,

s edera ¢ malasia

«© altre malsttic,

senzy funnionari moest

£ altre pensone molente

Scnra acrupeh ¢ malinconie,

in pice, Lberta ¢ fovters

May you be Gt and cheertul,
Free from eeesive bat,

Free from the powsing ran,
Free from gra,

Free from cholera and walara
And other ducases,

¥ree from toubleome officiale
Ang other tireseme penont
Withqut doubts or eadnest,

1o peace, freedom and seengly

October 27 Our presuge nises considerably since a
friend bas started sending us copses of a famous London
Weekly, the villagens beheving 1hat the figure of My
Punth 1 the Chnstian version of one of the less reput-
abie Hhindo deies,

October 29 Thu week’s mail from Europe seems
wterded 10 make me vealize how untpintual T have
become. “We have read your arcular letter, writes
one “We can only pray for your soul' Another begs
¢ not o lay 10 much stzess on e physical aspect of
Bty coneder the Wies, whe sy, A thied regrets
that the Chnstisn nide (28 i there were any other) of

oux week, s 30 facking, and stresses the value of prayer-
meennn.

November § Profonged quanre]l between Tanda
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1934] RATS EAT SWEET-PEAS AND ASTERS

Baba and exwife on our cutung her muntenance
money from his sipend  She threatens to report him
to Sub-Inspector of Police  Had her complamt been 2
scorpion bite (for which 1t may be remembered Phnys
prescription was to go and whisper the trouble in the
ear of an ass) T should not have dissuaded her

Sueetpeas asters geranmmms and carnations make
thesr first acy e with the inhospiable chimate
of haranpa rather m the manner of the Idies in Sakt
who had the air of having bowed to destiny but were
uncertain whether the salute would be returned

November 6 'Take sofitary walk to Bondar and x
usual find mental processes powerfully aceelerated by
this exerase  Discover young and indesenibably hand
some young leper Raja Ram to be developing 2 septic
foot On way home think so hard that several wil
Iagers come ont of thesr houses suppoung strange bon
g nouse to be pusing motorerr Deade (g} that
leperrefuge must be transported from Bondar ta
Karangt so that we cn look after pauents properly
and (5) that Raja Ram must be taken without delay to
hospital

Aovember 7 Spend most of day arguing with Sham
rao 1bout these 1o plans  Suggest thar T take Rap
Ram to hospstal myself knowing this selfsxnbicng
offer certain to be rejected  Finally he consents to
take Ml lepers and exwife of Fands Baba who o
mother of Raja Ram by an ex huband to biy leper
hospital some hundred miles distant

November 8 Rat cats nearly all sweetpeas and
half the asters.

November 10 Rat apens un of cheose urawns sent
by mother for my buthday and apparently dutiking
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ADVICE FROM MARATHMA CaDui 1183

taste, places bus of ihem 1w mvery eomenable nock and
corner of woteroom, mduding each separace shelf of
cupboard.  Jt then goes tnto garden for spot of sweet
william dsshes back to storeroom for 2 bue of old
tlanket, 20d ends up with wxoury "uH feom eover of
Sir Thomay Brownes Hydnotaphe

Aowember 12 Long leuer from Mabauna Gandin
wrpng ot 1o pesform dily yogns, of samfiee, of spm
ning Ay spmng s chiefly valuable as a means of
identificaion has 1 of downg the sume thng that poar
peopit do and a5 7o one here for hondreds of miles
fi3s eves seen 3 spintung wheel, dende ot to, but sug
gt heepounding s dady saonfice wnstead. Village
boy foskes neepounder and anstals 3t i comer of
tefecttry  Formidable wooden insrument, but appa
tently quite umple  you rane one end by wreading on
the othier and drop st {not your end but the other) nto
 hole Gifed wuth wohusked nice, tien Jou e it agun
and drop st agin and raue w agun and drop 1t again,
the husky fly off and tbere you are  fust like Brother
Jumpers seeww Watth wilage women pesformmy
thus wimple feat wuh efinency and speed.

Ashram as wiual clustered up with hving ongamsms,
tlieen aduln » doren duldren, {orty bens two cotks,
Anand the harse dorens of rats, and twp dogs calted
mpertively Bunter Salub and Chumpre Doy, both
axan, maedile 1wy geumne Cumzusg'nh;' Hindt
words  Jolaed today by thind dog 2 lady, endently m
search of seifexpremion  Violent quarrel follows be.
e Bunter Sahid and Mey Chumpre, Prestmably on
sount of s Jumping Joans {nvasen of ther
demetie felioty “Refiet on expresvenen of the
Cehvteamt dolet. The word Pronounced * tanch '

23



18841 LESSON IN RICE-POUNDING

for example means that you have had your Ovalune
and no longer suffer from mighestarvation The ex
pression * bounny buany * means much the same, *How
are you this mormuag? you ash  * Bunny bunmy, thank
you all the same I have been very tunch eer since
I took my mornmng donk of dbaty-distiled hiquor®
And a ward pronounced  pitch-cart means expressively
fuss and botherauon, whie *cusscust admurably des
anbes your sensations of the morming after

November 1 First leson m nce-poundmng  Lake
the Apostle’s Creed there 1s more in ths than meets the
eye  Fust you have to cean the rice by throwmg 1t
up and down s the arr and catchig it untd all the
bits of mud and stone wood hay stubble have been
baunced out of 1z After ha¥f an hour of this you put
the greatly attenuated remander into hole and begin
mampulating pounder  Even ties not pureh phynal
as you have to aim at hole  After forts munutes of this,
duning which buts of rice seem 1o have been scxttered
10 all directions you hase to separate the nice from the
Busks by agan tossing i are (il gentle breere has blown
the chaff awty  Fimally 2 unv handlul of nee s afl
that remamns after fabour of hour and half

Notember IS Privileged to listen an to very wmpres
five quarrel between wo old soaks of vilage and 2dd
to my socabuliny two nouns and an adjectne of which
even the English equivalents were previomly unknown
to me My collection of Gond swearwords (here as
everywhere the susest index to a peoples character)
now 2imost complete mv ane sorrow beng that w
would hardly do for me to use them on the mam ocea
uons where their use seems plaah indicaret  Inter
ested to note that Englsh word  luppopotamus  m
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GOND SWEAR WORDS fisn
pomied wnto Gond country by our workers after thexr
vint to Caleutta Zoo has become naturatized 28 a tem
of abuse and that there 13 3pparently Bo grevter wmsult
1han to call 2 man a Chtistan  The less obscene part
of toniphts Tow may therefere be transtated~and
Chhaupgarhs an only teally be rendered by B
bethanssms

pran You soddenbesded sheepelacel You tssue
of a mangy dogl

oumzx Deth and eternal corturest You skew
ered amen’ You tedious toguel

i You lowtsh delt! You appopotamus!

aunts You bramsick fooll You—you—-you son
of 3 Christian dog)

{Loud enes and belabounng nones off )

November [6 Clatkias  comBiowers and annual
chryunthtmums coming on well  Large sunfiower
turis saddenly and glonowly isto bloom i garden
1n eveminy we all go over o open the Thakkur Ashram
st Bubspur Find customary mud budding con
structed by Panda Baba on top of hill earded by
nves » Beld of yellow odseed below 1t and wide ex
parte of kit forest and meadow all around. Very
cdurmez  chldren here should have no dificulty 1n
wncorporating themselves with 1he beauuful and per
Fanent forms of pature. Effect of ths upliftng thought
termpered somewhiat by smalt gl bewng wiolently aick 1n
tip Great welemne ftom nllagets who danee M mght.
Tiod wpell a1 stwars, slowly chasgng from Cavalier
10 Puridn 2t the neght weart on Ry the tume we have
found coener of icecold veranda on which 1o mateh few
eacers deep have turmed intos yentable Histnomasx
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1934] LESSON IN RICE-FOUNDING

for example means that you have had your Ovaltne
and no longer suffer from mght starvation  The ex
pression * bunny bunny” means much the same  *How
are you this morning? jou ash  Bumny bunny thank
you all the same I have been very tunch ever snce
I took my morming drnk of ihatlydisulled liquar’
And a word pronounced ‘ pitch-cart means expressiely
fuss and botheration while *cuss-cuss admsrably des
crsbes your sensations of the mormng after

November 14 First lesson i rice pounding  Like
the Apostle’s Creed there 1s more in this than meets the
eye  Fust you have to clean the rice by throwing 1t
up and down in the air 1nd eatching 1t untd all the
bits of mud and stone wood hay stubble have been
bounced out of st After half an bour of this you put
the greatly attenuated remainder mto hole and begun
manmipulating pounder  Exen thus nat purely phynal
as you have to aum at hole  After forty minutes of ths,
dusing which bits of nice seem to have been scattered
mn all directions you have to separate the rice from the
husks by agamn tossing in air till gentle breeze has blown
the chaff away Finally a uny bandful of nce 15 all
that remamns after labour of hour and half

Notember 15 Prissleged to listen 1n o very impres
snve quarrel between two old soaks of sillage and add
to m) vocabulary two nouns and an adjective of which
eren the Engluh equnalents were previowly unknown
to mc My collection of Gond swearwords (here a1
everywhere the surest mdex to a peoples characier)
now almost complete my one sortow being that it
would hardly do for me to use them on the many occa
sions where their use seems plainly mdicated  Inter
ested to note that Enghsh word ‘hippopotamns  im
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MRS CHIMDU BEBLUBBZRED {1934

own master d od by summons to come 2nd e
ife of local m—a:{! which would normally be
pandled by Shamrao This 1 Mrs Chimdu, mother of
Jutle lame Ganesh whom Shamrao faught to walk, who
vome time sgo—it 1 allegedenchanted and kilfed
Julan's hndeson  Recently Chumdu ran away with very
beaunful gul, now reported aihing and some loaat
Matthew Hopkins has deaded that 1 1s due 10 M'n
Chimdus magie.  Gatng down to willage, am uncertain
whether 1o adopt view of Willram of Pans that since
ittt groved hat wtches eat chuldren they must be
tegarded at heretis and kept 1 order, or to stand firm
1y in tradition of Jean de Meung and Roger Bacon and
3y the whole thing 13 bosh  Find Mrs C. very much
beblubbered 1n the headman’s house, her voiee sound
ing tile the ddapper of a great bell 1n the ears of one
and all  Scream at top of my youce what are meant to
be eonaifatory remarks until everyone promues that
M C will not be sewn upr in sack and throvm m pond,
nor will her head be sthaved in form of gou, nar wall
shr be beaten with castoroll plant, nor even will alt
her teeth be knocled out but that wnt fact she wall be
snrolested. Depart, dedarng roundly that whoever
t eneray of M C. 13 my enemy, and that 1 laok on
st :’" ;’;‘1""'“ "l"‘Y 0;!1 On way home, affected
with sadden fear lest these ex fons
Giivalry may be misconstrued. pressions of genetous
Novermber 39 Dusy sebuilding leper refuge on hall
Beetbouring but projesly segremated from, the Ashram,
Panty Mabs does (s kind of thing with grear efioen
12d won delightful corrpound comes 7

Into being, with
ten and awing dn centre and garden laid omt and

rlantnd wih eweetpess, dukia and comftowers,
i



1934] I FEEL VERY CUSS-CUSS
inveighing bitterly against the concupiscence of jigs
and dances. Discover young, beamiful and literate
Gond girl, Sugga, who everyone decides s Just the
Thing for Nanas, our young, beautiful though inanti-
culate Raj Gond. Probably, however, no significance
is to be attached to fact that she and her codancers
start singing the Karma song:

O you dumd bay, I would like to shake you

Even a eat eries, mlaow, mizawt

Esen a fox barks, {ch, {ch!

But you dumb boy say not & word,

And 20 I'd like to shake you,

November 17. Return home. As usual after open-
ing a school, develop fever. Mra Chumpie gives birth
to five puppics under Shamrao’s bed. Feel very cuss
cuss.

November 18, Shamrao sets off, not without dust
and heat, and leaving all the puppies to me, for Leper
Hospital, taking with him six lepers, ex-wife of Panda
Bada and subwife of the late Gislu, none of whom
have ever been in a train before  In Shamrao's absence,
as usual, feeling of loncliness more than compensated
by delightful sensation of freedom from depressing
inferiority complex which always assails me in presence
of someone who can give intravenous injections, under-
stands activated compost and ean manufacture tooth-
paste out of chalk and ashes

Puppics still alive, but all—to our regret—~totally un.
tike Bunter Sahib who is now carnying on furious flir.
tion with Jumping Joan Chumpie quite indifferem
to this, and simply licks her puppies with large and
wondering eyes.

November 19, FPleasant fecling of being at fast oney
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DEATENING ENTHUSIASH f1om
in Bombay Swrrtpeas coming on well and bumper
tomita arop provides a1} the vitamins we want.  Forget
menot bed howerer, offers difficultses as s different
seediingy apptar tegriber  Corefully transplamt 2
doten of onc vanety and i everung Panda Baba pomnts
tHem out as well known weed of nicefields,

Detember 2 AY) go 1o Senguda 1o open new school
Welcomed with deaferung enthusiasm with loud enes
and fetung of of guns. The school pitched on top of
uny b}l and loots a3 f 1t mmight £a3l off at any moment.
Cont R 40 ot £3 10 duld  “Tis merry when gosups
mees 3nd villagers dance all might Ger some slerp
on pile of ttraw n comner of weoold verandz Our
charminy mischienows and competent Brahmin is i
charge and already highly popular wuk willazers who
are Raj Gonds and w0 believe 10 blood

Drcember 3 Dievelop customary fever  Poppies and
puppiy deseloping well  Sweet walhams seem to bave
pons Hlities

December & Fearful abscess suddenly starts upper
tteral tnawr (gh) Quite unable to read wnte
il or eat  How fortunate however that 1 Ine next
@not ta a2 dupenary! Mediane chart reads as follows
2% pr. Take mavimum dose of morphia

No eTect.

Tale manmum dose of ehioral,
o effect

Wiprm

490 pm Tate mavi-um dow of allodonay
No efect.

Refect thay after alt suffenng 18 v good
for one R

" 18

60 pn



1934] LEPERS AND CIVILIZATION

Enormous improvement in comfort and appearance on
original. Entire cost under £10.

November 24, Shamrao returns with three Jepers
after week in hospital, leaving others to be operated,
Interesting reaction of aur lepers to civilization. Al
dectare that though they saw many sahibs, not one of
them was like me. Greatly flattered at this signal
proof that our method does, in spite of all aiticim,
appeal to the masses, Shamrao however, rather un-
necessarily, determines to efucidate this further, and dis-
covers that what they really meant was that none of
the other white men were so handsome, and that no
one was such a pukka sahib as myself! Dear met

Sugga reported to have asked after Nanas in the
bazaar.

November 29. The remaining lepers retum, with
exception of Raja Ram and his mother. During night
preceding day fixed for operation, Raja Ram persuades
them all to run away With their stumps of hands,
they drag him along ground, his leg swollen and in
agony, for five miles in dark, till they get bus for Mation.
“There guard vefuses to allow them on wain, but they
fall at his feer till he relents. Rajs Ram now living
in remote village, in utter misery, wainng to dic  The
doctor s2id amputation would have been completely
suceessful and he could have been fitted with wonden
leg.
ch:cembzr 1. Give away four puppics, retalning fat
test of them, by name Baloa (the Dear), a dog with a
more debauched expression than £ fuve ever seen on
any living organism except perhaps on the elongated
vacuity that passes for a face on the microfilana Ban.
rrafti nocturna that T once saw under the microscope

120



DEAFENING ENTHUSIASH {1934

in Bombay Sweetpeat commg on well, and bumper
tomato exop provides all the Vitamns we want, Forget
e not bed however, ofiers difficultres a8 six differemt
seedlmgs appear toguher Carefully wansplant 2
dozen of one vanety, 2nd m everang Panda Baba pomnts
thera out as well known weed of nicefields

Detember 2 AU go 1o Senguda to open rew school
Welcomed with deaf? h with loud cries
and Tetting off of guns  The school pitched on top of
tiny hull and fooks 23 )f 1t might fall off at any moment.
Cost R 40 or £5 to bwld  "Tis menry when gossips
meet and willagers dance all night  Get some steep
on ple of straw 1n comer of wecold veranda  Qur
charming muschievous and competent Brahmun 1s
charge 2nd already ghly popular with villages who
are Raj Gonds and so believe 10 blood.

December 3 Deselop custamary fever  Pappies and

puppies developing well  Sweet willtamss seem o have
possibilities

December 8 Feartul abscess suddenly starts 1n upper
lateral masor {nght) Quite unable to read, wrnite,
talk ot eat. How fortunate however that T hve next
door 10 a duspensary!  Medieine chart teads 23 fallows
1250 pm  Take maximum dose of morphia,

No effect.
Take manmum dose of chioral
No effect.
Take maxumum dose of allodonal
No effect.
Reflect that after 21t suff
for o €nIng 13 very good
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215 pr.
430 pm

69 pm.



1934] LEPERS AND CIVILIZATION

Enormous smprovement in comfort and appearance on
origsnal  Entire cost under £10

November 2 Shamrao retums with three lepen
after week in hospial leaving athers to be aperated
Interesting reacuion of our lepers to osihizanon  All
declare that though they saw many salubs not one of
them was hke me  Greath flatered a1 thas sgnal
proof that our method does w spie of ali cnucum
appeal to the masses  Shamrzo however rather un
necessanly determuncs to eluadate this further and dis
covers that what they really meant was chat none of
the other white men were so bandsome and that no
one was such a pukka saheb as mysell! Dear met

Suggn reported to hase ashed after Nanas an the
bazaar

Notember 29 The remmamg lepers renm wnh
exception of Ra)2 Ram and his mother  Duning night
preceding day fixed {or operavion Raga Ram persuades
them all to run away  Wath ther stumps of hands
they drag fum along ground his leg swollen and m
ageny for five males in dark nill they get bus for staton
‘There guard refuses to affow them on train but they
fall at has feer ull he relents Rapa Ram now Iang
i remote siilage 1 utter muisery wasting o e The
doctor said amputation would hate been compleiely
suceessful and he could have been finted with wooden
1
c‘81")crember ! Guve away four puppics retnming fat
test of them by name Baloo (the Bear) A dog wah 2
more debauched expressson than 1 have £ver seen on
any juung organsm except perhapt ont the elonpated
varmiy that passes for a face on the microffane flan
crofts noctsrma that 1 once saw under the microsope
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ONLY MURDER 1934

the Wardfia Askram  With anxious look at very 1
adequate sanutary arrangements go out to meet hum
and find plessant eatare w hbads with pockethul of
tesumoruals and letter from Ashram sayng that he has
Just come out of prison and should be very useful for
our work 1 retire as busmess of talking sull panful
and Shameao continues sneerview  Presently he brings
n 1 from Jail Super dent to say that as
prusaner Balinath * connicted only under Sec. 302 IPC.,
he will be suttable for school work ete” We get out
our copy of the Tndun Peaal Code and duscover that
Sec. 302 15 *Murder’ Then why ‘only’? Suddenly
struck by thought of extraordinary smtabahity of would
be workers forwarded to us by friends in other Ashrams
Lske the good fnend who wiote 10 me the other day
that she had found some jewellery that was only fit for
the dustbin so she was selling 1t and sending the pro-
ceeds to Karanpa  Langh so much that enormous face

turns purple wih agony But we deade to accept
Balinath 2s a worker

But alss next day puts much more sestous com
plecion on matter  On hearing Balmaths name ol
workers fall wnto state of violent agitation  The muyr
der does stem to have been very marderous. Twehe
vears 250 Balinath was master m school near here and
one of lus pupids was the beautiful chuld of 2 very rich
Telt (oifman) who had loaded him with gold ornaments
One sveming after school Balmath took the boy tg the
junsle and killed bim He stabbed hum five times in
the throat to make the wound look as 1t bad be
made by the cans of a tiger and while the chilg e
still twag broke hus wrsts and ankles otd;rw:s
remove the omaments. Famally he flung the ml?
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1934} ASPIRIN AND MORPHIA

615 pm  Take maamum dose of thy consoling
thought.
No effect.
730 Take thwo ordinary aspinn
Immediate effect of complete rehef and
soqthung sleep

Consider writing to manufacturers about tius remark
able result~—n resolutton wiuch will doubtless be ful
filied 1n another and a beuter world

December 9 Tace at least double normal sue
Chumpie appears to be gamg mad so we gne her
remaader of morphin boule contamng at least four
lethal doses, But beyond attack of hiccoughs suffers
no untoward effects. Can gt be thac morphua, or 2t
least our morphia not so strong as we had imagned?

December 10 Face now treble normal gze amd ept
dermis covered with unsightly beard  heep agony w
control by aspinn Have photo talen for use 33
Easter cird iHustrting Perfect Joy  Small section of
subconscious that 1s not vet changed sends up message
that the sort of person who really expeniences Perfect
Joy 1 that Persian genteman whose semvant wakes
hm each mormng Wy squnrtng o Res moweh 3 g
ture of mulk whuky and haney so that his fint con
scous sensation may be the taste of nectar  Mortfy
this thoughe.

December 11 Face subudes slightly but still vnable
to talk or smile or cien male adequate response fo
umversal greetsng * There Is something the matter with
your face  Baloo sits on my carnations.

Deeember 12 At teaume, Sohort dnbes in to wy
that dustinguished looking Gandhi man has arnved from
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GNLY MURDER {1934

the Watdha Ashram. With anxious look at very m
adequate samtary afrangements gO out to yueet hum
and find pleasant creature in khady with pocketful of
testimomtals and Jetter from Ashram saying that he has
just come out of prisan and thould be very useful for
our work. 1 renre as busmess of tathing stll pamfal
and Shamrao continbes interview  Presently he brngs
wn } from Jad Super dent to say that as
prisoner Bahnath comvcted only under Sec. 30° 1P C.
he will be sustable for school work et We get out
our copy of the Indan Penal Code and discover that
Sec. 307 1w Murder Then why only ? Suddenly
struck by thought of extraordinary swabuhity of would
be workers forwarded to us by friends sn other Ashrams
Like the good friend who wrote to me the other day
that she had found some jewellery that was only it for
the dusthin 5o she was selling 1t and sending the pro-
ceeds to Raranpa  Laugh so much that enonmons face
turns purple with agony But we dende to accept
Ralinath as 2 worker

But alas next day puws much more secous com
pleaon on matter  On hesring Bahnaths name alf
;mkers fall into state of violent agtstion  The mur

er 306y seem to have been very murderous. Twelve
years ;? mym‘th wu;hmastcr 10 school near here and
one of h s pupils was the beautiful child of 2 v
;di {oilman) who had loaded him with gold om:;:xi‘

ne eveung sfter schoot Batinath took the
jungle and killed him  He stabbed hum
th:d:hr:n to make the waund K
made by the daws of a uger
stilt lmng broke hu u-nliu ::: ::kl::u::, (f,’fd‘;wf:
temove the ormaments Finally he flung the sull
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1934] BALINATH TO RE START LIFF

breathing Iittle boy anto the mouth of a tiger s cave and
departed  There seems no doubt that Bakinath was the
culpnt but some techmaal flaw m the evidence saved
tum from the gallows and he was sentenced to trans
partation for hife  The cnme of course created an
tense stir an the distnet and many culdren snduding
our Phuggu left schoal for a ume for fear they too
mght be murdered Our colfeagues nnammous that
not a parent would send his chuldren to our schools tf
Balinath became a worker Mustapha Khan paru
culirly anmstent and declares intenuon of barricading
his own house tomght Realize sadly that he 1 pro-
bably right and adsuse Balnath o restarg hife n place
sohere he 1s not so well known and grie fum hts fare
back to Wardha One touching thing about Ralnath
must be recorded—-he has adopted a hiutle untouchable
bo) of the aame age a1 s vctuw and has undersalen
to care for hum and educate hem all hes hife

December 12 mght leopard digy us way o
chicken shed and Lills thurts of our chuchens  In mom
g witness singularly pathetic sight of all these dead
and rumpled bodies while one sunvisor a small hen
with the manner of a Mny Cluppiny wanders about
peching a disconsolate meal from the bodies of her
dead comrades  Sugmest 1o Mustapha Rhan that the
real culprat way Bahnath getning hu hand i for fresh
adventures  Mustapha Rhan takes tins quute serioush
and moves off with set and anxious face to strengthen
s barnicade

December £7 Village headman with gun sits up ;o
tree abore chicken ahed to shoot feopard who it ex

ed to return for more e falls amsleep and leopard

enjoss hearty dinner to the music of i wnorer

154



SORORL'S LEOPARD-TRAP o34
December 14, Leopard walks tool as dammit into
boy's hostel and chases Bunter Sahid tound the Ashram

December 16 Leapard eats Jumping Joan

December 17 Leopard meets Tutta ouuide kitchen
and gives um 2 good look.

December 1§ Soban deades that all this must stop,
o prepares very ingemous wap far leopard A box
contamsng small dog 15 siung across our well {deep but
empty) and lowered 2 hule below surface Mouth of
well 18 then covered with readily collapsible material,
straw, grass, etc, the idea bemng that leopard, heanng
aes of dog will jump an 1o straw roof and fall through
1t anito well, and thus be caught  What 15 to happen
then 1s not revealed  Though preatly dusturbed over
ethical basns of these praceedings, Teflect that no leopard
capable of eating Jumping Joan will be so foolush as
10 walk tnto $0 obvious a snare

By hat unf

there arrives
by this evenung’s post 2 copy of Helen Waddell's Brasts
and Sants which convinces me that I undoubtedly
belong to former category  No hions, 1 feel, wall weep
widomouthed above my grave, though tndeed wonld be
only teo glad 1o hare penttent Jeopard trotung at my
heels, so impressive for vintng officrals, but ths leopard
seems defuntely nat ta have coop

December 33 Further reading of Beatts and Samis
is more reassuning, for did not the Abbot Helenus
afwer gotung the mer on the back of 3 crocodyle, say
0 1t * Betzer ¢ 1t for thee that thou should st die, than
sufter the penalty for the slaughter of souls"?  And the
crocoddle fell down, and died on the spor. While the
Rlessed Ammon, mecting a dragon breathing black foul
fumes and uttering husses and shalt shricks, greeted jt
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1934] BALINATH TO RE-START LIFE

breathing little bay into the mouth of a tiger's cave, and
departed.  There scems no doubt that Balinath was the
culprit, but some technical flaw in the evidence stred
him lrom the gallows, and he was sentenced to trans
poruation for life. The crime, of course, aeaced an in
tense sur in the district, and many children, including
our Phuggu, left school for a time for fear they too
might be murdered. Qur colieagues unammous that
not 3 parent would send hss chuldren 1o pur schools it
Balinath became 2 worker Mustapha Khan parti
cularly msistent and declares intention of barricading
tus own house tomight  Realize sadly that he w pro-
bably right, and advise Bahinath to re start hife an place
where he 15 not so well known, and gine him hu fare
back 10 Wardha One touching thing about Dalinath
must be recorded—he has adopred a hittle untouchable
boy of the same age as hus victm, and has underaken
to care for him and educate him all hus life

December 12, mght  Leopard digs 1ts way wto
chicken shed and kidls thiuees of our chschenss  In mom
ing, witness singularly pathetc sight of all these dead
and rumpled bodies, wlide one survior, 2 small hen
with the manner of 2 M Clupping, wandens about,
pecking a dusconsalate meal from she bodies of her
dead comrades. Suggest to Mustapha Khan that the
real culprit was Balinath getang his hand an for freah
adventures  Mustapha Rhan taker cus quite seriomly
and moves off wuth set and anxious face to strengthen
his barmicade

Decermber 13 Village headman with gun sis up n
wree above chicken shed to shoot leopad, who s ex

ed to return for more  He falhs asleep and leopard

enjoys hearty dinner to the musle of hiv tnores
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SQHORY 5 LEOPARD TRAP {1934

December 1f Leopud walks cool s dammit mto
boy's hostel and r_\xmsp Bunter Sahab round the Ashram

December 16 Leopard eats Jumpuig Jon

December 17 Leopard meets Tatta outnde katchen
and gses ham 2 good look.

December 18 Sohor decdes that all thys must stop
so prepares very ingensous trap for leopard A box
contawng small dog 1 slung across our well (deep bt
empty) and lawered a hutle below surface Mouth of
well 1 then covered with readdly collapsible material
straw grasy ete the wea beng that leopard heanng
cries of dog wall jump on 1o straw roof and fall through
1 anto well and thus be caught  What » 10 happen
then 5 not revealed Thaugh greatly dssturbed over
ethical basis of these proceedings refiect that no leapard

capable of eatng Jumpwg Joan will be so foolish as
to walk 1o $0 obvious a snare
y o hat ank 4

there arrives
by this evenung s post a copy of Helen Waddell s Beasts
and Saints which convinees me that 1 undoubtedly
belong to former category  No hions I fecl will weep
widemouthed above my grave though indeed would be
only o glad to have pentent leopard trotung at my
heeld so impressine for visitong officals but ths Jeopard
definstely not 1o have coo p

December 19 Fusther reading of Beasts and Sawnts
is more reassuning for dtd not the Abbot Helenus
stier aosag the ter on the back of 2 mocodde say
to it Better 13 1t for thee that thou should st die, than
wuffer the perialty for the slaughter of souls 3 And the
aocodile fell down and died on the spot  While the
Blessed Amuon meetng a dragon breathing black foul
fumes and utiening hisses and shofl shryeks greesed ot
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1934) DANCING THE SAILA

with these remarkable words, “May Chrint the Son of
God slay thee, even as He shall alay the great whale’s
And hearing thys, that most dire dragon vomuted forth
83 spirt and s venom together, and burst asunder
with 2 loud cack  On the other hand, 3t 13 powble
that the Abbot Heleaus and the Blessed Ammon ase
not among the most lovable of the suats indeed can
not remember ever having beard of them before

December 20 Party of dancers from Balkuar, fifteen
miles distant  arrnes without warmng at dawn to
challenge our svillage to dance the Sadda Al work in
stantly abandoned and young bloods adarn (hemselies
with their best clothes peacock s feathers and ther
wives' Jewellery, while old men go off to buy hiquor
and the women prepare large and doubtless indigestble
mealy  Smla connnues all day, culmnagng an great
sespent dance Nouee  Patram  duporung  humsell
vigoreusly sn conscousness of no fewer than nx of
exwnes i audience and ham lookssg coyly out of
folds of new sanr at three (past present and future)
husbands

December 22 Christmas presents begut to arrive
Someone sends a book token the most sennble present
P hasve ever had  Mother sends unmense cake and hame
made Cheustmas pudding: Sundar o family send cabe and
mysterions Induan gweetmeats and anather cake comes
from friends in Bombay  Mother alwo senids Jarpe box
of presents for the bretiren very exating collectton of
Lunves, torches balloons nflawable ducks squeating
mice. performung monkeys g1y necklaces and mouth
organs. Atmosphere of Chrutmyy pow  delmtcly
apparent.

Decerber 26 Get a fiftcen foot trec from qunple,
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ANIMAL WORLD GETS ITS OWN BACK 1934

and set 1t up in mddle of court At foor place cud
board b with large nnset stars Cover fxee with
oranges apples balloons chnese tanterns and presemts
Tecorate court with two hundred lintle sarthen lamps
weed for Diwall When Lt up scene more Iike tradi
tional old fashioned Chrtrzs than anythng [ bave
ever seen  No snow but very cold mghe, After sup-
per plum puddimg blazmg with you know what distm
buton of presents to party of twentyaix, and all seem
tughly content

December 25 Very peacefol, save that s nsual most
of old 302ks come begging but are a3 sual discouraged

December 27 Fighly ponsenow spake for long a
respected resident i wall of my room thooses wm
suspious moment v emerge from hole and Gevouwr
young Iuard Thes follows cunomary feversh out
busst of non Franosan athwde to ammaly 0 course
of winch most of my wall bartered to ground and smake
extermuiated  After thus  everyone .moves off in
rumph. leaving me to dear up mess  On other hand,
antral world wems 10 get sts own back i these parts,
and lat year o fewer than 1343 people died of snake
tite {n the Central Provinees alone,

Adns legal tusband, 10 whom she was marred in
utier youth  arrises—a umster Panka wih  small
moustache looking (ke human hfe juselt) sobary
poor nasty Bbrutish snd shor. Proposes 1 drag her
asay by foree A he already has another wife Adr
Very properdy refuses (o abandon good and wsefud v ork
w I;mia ;o b; drdge ¢ another woman s house

eeember 29 Adns hubhand muxes in
3 LovePhime (Tels Dilruds Repd '&",,’“‘;ﬁ
#nd your most prond and mdifferens dasling shall be
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1935

Januory 1 Connderable exatement owing to arrest
of dhots on charge of *Lwkung HouseTrespass by
Night*, under Sec. 457, IPC Drotn b for long
med to win our custom and affection But 1t 18
only now as 2 Jurking housetrespasser by mght that
we have really fallen in Jove with tum  Go down to
pohicest and have 4 through
the bary during which he declares roundly that whole
dung 1 a frame up because he refused to won the Sub-
Inspecior’s uniform free of charge  As Sec. 457, LR G,

1» noncompoundable and non bailable, return home
and develop fever

January 12 Nanas temporanily i charge of Bubas
pur while Musapha Khan looks after wife suffering
from smallpox  Namas reparted to have visited Suggas
houte and to have tat with the mother for an hour
without saying a word

Shanrao and § 3t out 1o explore for new centres
Ame at Karonds village four mues away 1n pounng
ran and scloct good central site by take under shadow
of tallest tull 1n distict.  Proceed to Patan, ten miles
axay a really thniling viflage on top of hill wuth
wonderful wiews 1 every duection  Vonferous wel
come from inhabuants. ONd lady, mother of poor
Guly the Yeper, washes our feet and weeps, while old
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1933] DuOBI ON INDIAN FOLITICS

gentleman prostrates humself on ground before us 52
ng we are Parameshwar, Ham  Bhagavan—glow of
pride kindled by this flattening demonstration abrupily
fades on hearing that he 1s 1 the halne of doing thy
even to munor rerenue officals

January IS Dhobs returns from hs tnal a free man
having been discharged for Ik of evidence 1 hugh
feather with hamself and posiag as authong on Indan
polities  Gorvernment he declares 18 just sts officers
are unjust  In days of Great Good Queen there wa
no mjustice why does not  Pancim Jarge  (thn
being Chhatnsgarhy for the kang Emperor) come um
self to India and presumably to Raranpa and see with
his own cyes what goes on?  Why not indeed?

Janvary 22 Shamraos thurty second birthday  He
definttels clotes sweet scented manuscript of his youth
Parcel of presents from fnends i Ingland which
arrned too late for Chnistmas comes i sery oppor
tunely here-~soap and towels Fuer Reads rarors foun
tain pens 3 brush and comb penalaser something
for evervone while 2 game of skuttdes prosider absorbed
exctement

February {  Very important ascetic who for vears
has renounced the world and its pouessions murdered
at Amarianuak and his privae store of ath eumated!
at ten thomand rupees swolen  Only teally wealthy
people 1 this dustrict appear to be the s2dhus Thn
has unfortunate reacuon on meamng of the Franccan
Life for the more you tn to follow lady Poverts the
more firmly convinced §s evenone that wu realh own
fabulous poswsuons.

February 3 Englsh fnend who reade ehat wort of
thing sends me quotation from Casian that the exciie
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COLD AS PADDOGKS (1935
ment of culuvaung 2 fertle garden 1 too great a dis-
waction and wicapacitates the mnd for spntual exer
ases On other hand Gonds who vint my garden
say cunowly that when they ook at the Bowers they
fect peacetul Mind rushes away to hugh brow refer
encr 1o Ruchard Jofferies and  ¢hat pure colour which
s rest of heart

February 5 Arnval of hntle boy belongung to des
pised and untouchable Basor caste of workers 1 bam
boo. Basors are supposed to be descended from devout
ruler who refused to 1ax us people and supported him
self by making bamboo fans  This however less pious
than 3t sounds for the fans were naturally full of en
chantment, and King had only to break 2 fan 10 break
hus enemy

February 6 Cold 23 paddocks Nasturtiums begin

10 poke their heads of many colours through bushes of
leaves. Fat bundle of Hind: posters sent us &om the
Panpab on such subjects as Thrfc Malama Vacama
uon Swud Bulls Care of the Eyes and Manure Pus
Placard these everywhere but fear no one will ever
have guffiaent energy to read them. Chadren look
dean and charmuig 1 new cothes but deprecate
habit of Ram Lal (small boy with face of 2 dussipated
medieval Cardinal) who takes off has pants and uses
them as mulfler round his neck

February 7 Luttle Bawr bov ducovered to be e
feptic who has fits regularly at the tumn of the moon.

Now definitely adopts Ashram as hus home znd n
teady o eat anything he tells us save crocodile or
mankey o doubt, bad Jeeves been present, he would
have made appropnate reference to anaent Egypt
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1935} A GHILDREN'S NUSEUN

Crocodion sdorat
Pars haee {lla pavet satunm serpentibis Dim

But we are able to assure the child that crocoddletear
soup and monkey chops have not yet been introdured
at part of Ashrim diet

February §  Sueet peas uell in floner, but have my
takenly planted all the white ones on Jeft mde of
garden and ali the coloured ones an other

February 9 Ven hitde untauwchabiliy sn Mandls
Dustnict Indeed some castes Like Mehras and Pankas
which are amatherna i other parts thind no end of
themselves here  Shocked therefore to find chuldren
refusing to allew voung Basor to et with them  Wah
nighteons 1nger mmfluming our Gandhian bowoms rush
to rescue onds to find that han had been imposed ot
becitse he was a Basor but because—as Ram lal
summanzed the matter—he wmelr The duldven In
other words objected not 1o hus status hur to hiv
flarus

February 10 Start onr Apb Khany or “Mowenm
There 18 3 mumature 200 (venn odd to fingd item on
bill  To one rhunoceror As 14) and 2 modef frm
with ploughs wnd arts rallers trees heep pigy and
Tarmer Jarge  Maost popular exhibit w Homby wain
Add to these sct of clay mode! fipures bought in Allaha
bad old suflad mongnowe (e} apprrently eaten Iy ray
and mimature househoats from Aashmir  Adomn walls
with specimens of culdren s dravany embroiderad mag
from Fxapt and woollen dolly

Frbruary 11 Ram Lal dicoresed after hu-minz me
affectionately for some tine 1o be fidl of Pexe and haxs
to go about nark naled and snointed wuh seme foul
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Y1517 OF VACGINATOR {1935
yeliow omtment, while hus dothes are being washed and
dimnfected by Shamrao

February 12 Vacanator comes, and dupensary
flled with weeping chuldren, Sowe foll on ground
roaring with fear  Many parents also forably brought
1 Mrs Panda Baba done, but smmediately goes home
and robs of serum wih the sacred cowdung, thus
avoiding any 1 effects

February 13 Edderly Baya dowager, stout, squat,
with deadedly hyperplatyrrhune nose, and pathetically
‘nideous through Tavages of leptosy m s acutest form,
comes 1o stay 1n Leper Refuge, but only, she declazes,
on condition that satub dees not try to marmy her,
For days find myself unable to speak to her without em
barrasment for fear that, hke Mrs Bardell, she sbould
find something of 2 mattymomal twinkle 10 my eye

February 14 Tutta though looking more thar ever
hike a character 1 one of Wordsworth's trueto-flature
potms  bepiomng to make houself useful Cleans
ttable, feeds horse and gaes to post. Apparently 15
cured of epilepsy, for he bas had no anack i the Tast
year  More sesgned to jife of ungle blessedness, ex
copt that onee 3 week comes and holds my feet or
Shameaos, and with an embarrassed gurgle, begs us to
fnd tum a wile Ths unhapply not easy We
2pproach one 1ady but she says the wauld rather wed
2 but of wood.

February 15 Stant building school at Karonds, on
Pleasant nte by lake under shelter of waliest hull 1n dse
mict. Another Baga jons Leper Rtiuge, s ume

charming 2nd digmiBied old !
e ot tips, g gentleman, but without

February 16 Commence deanliness ampagn, with
148



1935] GROWING INTEREST IN MANURE
important but slightly vulgar programme of digging
manure pits, making latrines, and tidying up eserything
ererywhere,

February 17, Note with some alarm groving interest
in manure. Decide to collect basketful of conduny
daily as example to sillagers~or is real motive sinister
psychologieal perversion such as copmphilia?

February 18 Visit Narbada Ashram and find first-
class latrine, but mansre pit empty  Am informed th3t
there is no cow-dung in village Declare this to be im
possible and, collecting hasket and four littde gitls. go
out ta look for it With great sansfacuon, collect
twelie baskensful, and still chere is more

February 19, Parents threaten to remove their
children from schools if amy more fuse abaue clenli
ness, manure, and character building  We want our
children. thes say, 10 read and write, but No More

February 20 Agricultural expert arrives with cinema
in Jorry  Very pleasant linle man. gives good adsicr
about treet and garden  In eveming, anemsshow in
front of police station, bat at {t 15 fudl moon, pictures
hardly a success  Caprions entrely in Foglihea
languaze known onh 1o Sub-Inspersor who Jenves half
way througsh  Very small audience, due to choice of
police station, conssung largeh of officialy and non
agriculturist shopkecpers who pare at film revesfing
new methods of ploughing. sowing, and reaping with
out the shightest anterest

February 21 Inspuied by anems of previous ache
10 order stud hull which we, Hike Tottram Shandy’s
father, will Leep for the service of the parnh

February 22 Rensrr work on well 2t Vileratols
with theee craltsmen from Pendra Very manhy and
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vioLENT ROW WiTH FOLIcE (198

mdependent peaple refuse to stay i Ashram and
cmp i optn jungle near well i spite of rencwed
wuts from Jeopard.  Village headman agam fus up for
leapard but suspect that someone sust bave warned st
10 manner of dasic adwice gaven to Peter Rabhne by
s mother  Dont go nto Mr MacGregors gorden
your father had an acadent there he was put m 2 pre
by My MacGregor

February 23 Leper refuge now full to ovarflowsng
with sixteen patiends. Lepers garden Jooks very well
arcular bed a blaze of cotour with ctarkias and annuat
chrysantheroums  while sweetpeas reveal several new
vaneties which 1 have been unable 1o produce mn my
own garden  Lattle Gendu to our great sorraw shows
dear signs that he 1s miected with the disease

Februsry 24 Theft of a few personal possesssons
from Ram Ray worker i charge of Barna School
Ask bum not 1o report matter to police bur he does
to and two willagers are arrested Very duwurbed
about this and cut Ram Rays allowance 1 order to
gve some help o famdies of accused  Instruct our
Tawyer to give them what assstance he can Intolerable
to think that we who are the real cmmals (for we
poswess ruore than the average) shoumld puat m jad
sarving wifagers who have been tempted by our
superfluty

February 25 Large sk of nwrate of sods afier
wandening two months on railway 2t last armves con
niderably depleted.  Camner says sack was too heavy so
he left half at Pendra and 2 quarter i the house of 2
s::h{t 3 Amatkantak. Trust sadhu will not uy

February 26 Violent yow with police whe tan
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1935] CROWING INTEREST IN MANURE

mportant but shghtly vulgar programme of digming
manure pits malung Jatnnes and tdying up everythng
everywhere

February 17 Note with some alirm growing sterest
m manure Deade to collect bashetful of con-dung
daily as example to villagers—or 18 real motne smster
psychological perversion such as coprophilia?

February 18 Vst Narbada Ashram and find first
clags latine but manurepit empty  Am snformed that
there 15 no con-dung 1 villwge  Declre ths to be im
possible and collecting basket and four htde guls go
out to look for it Wuh great saushuction collect
tuelve basketsful and still there 16 more

February 19 Darents threaten to remove ther
children from schools M any more fuss about clenh
ness manure and chiracter bslding We want our
children they say 1o read and wnte but No More

February 20 Acricultural expert arnives wath onema
m lotry  Very pleasant httle man gues good advce
about trees and garden In eveming anemashow
front of policestation but as st 38 full moon prctures
hardly a success. Captions entirely i English-ea
Ianguage known only to Sub Inspector who leaves hatf
way through Very small audsence due to chosce of
pohicestation  consisting largehy of officals and non
agnicultunst shopleepers who gaze at film revealing
new methods of ploughing sowing and reaping wnh
out the slightest interest.

February 21 Inspired by anema of prestous suche
to order stod bull which we hike Trstram Shandy s
father, wil} heep for the service of the paruh

February 22 Restart work on well at Tikeratols
with three aafismen from Pendra  Veny manlh and
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vioLzaT ROW WITH Fortce {1833

mdependent people  Tehuse 1o stay W Astram, and
cmp m open jungle nesr well, 1 spite of renewed
vty from Jeopard, Vsilage headman agais sits up for
teopard but suspect that someone must have wamed 1t
n manter of dassic advice gnen to Peter Rabbit by
his mother “*Dont go mto Mr MacGregor's garden,
your father had an acadent there, he was put m 2 pre
by Mrs MacGregor”

February 23 Leper refuge now full to overflowing
with steen patents. Lepers garden looks very well,
arcutat bed a blaze of colour with darkias and annual
chrysanthemums, while sweetpeas reveal several new
vanetses which 1 have been unable 1o produce m my
own garden  Latrle Gendy, to our great sorzow, shows
dear signs that he 1 nfected with the duease

February 24 Theft of a few personal powsesmony
from Ram Raj worker i charge of Bama School
Asx am not 10 report matter to police, but he does
so and o wllagers are arrested  Very dismrbed
about this and cut Ram Rajs allowance in order to
qve some help to farmlies of 2eoused  Tonvrunt o
Tawier to give them what assstance he can Intolerable
to tunk that we who are the real commals (for we
possty more than the average) shomld put m jad
sarung willagers who have been tempted by our
superflaiy

February 28
mndmﬂg two m‘m :\&ngi;:?‘;;i ;:?:“ ac!:’:-
ndenabily depleted. Carner 1Y sack was too hc; 50
hedihtﬁ half at Pendra and a quarter i the hcus:zf a
‘:“ ‘: N Amarkantak. Trust sadke wl ot uy to

Februsry 26 Viodlent row wih police who cn
s






LITTLE BASOR BOY'S FORTUNE {1935

beautifu) Vlooms of vaned colours. Of me 25 of Mr
Collas 1t may a1 Teast be wnitten that "to work an hus
gorden was one of the most respectable of tus pleasures

March 3 Apply soda mitrate everywhere  Magmt
ficent bush of white otes suddenly appears apparently
created overmght but mudt Tave beem prepaning wn
noticed for thas duplay for 2 long time Fifty or sexty
vistors sayiog wn Ashom mamly pilgnms on thet
way 10 Amarkanak.

March 4 SubTnspertor of Palice tells me he has
®nt complaimt 10 Government that X am frnend of alt
nianers and crwmunals i distrie Thas 13 not apparenty
wtended 33 1 comphiment

March 5 Give our Ditle Basor boy four pice which
roracs i 21} to about 3 penny for the treat of the year
the great festival at Amarkantak  On hus return ask
bam how he spent bus fortune  Tells us that he had to
FIVe one puce to the god Ganpats two pice were taken
from tim by a Man of God who had so thoroughly
renaunced the world that he was gomg about stark
maked and he spent the fourth piee on sweets  Feel
depressed for remamnder of day by this narranon

March 7 Highest posuible tribute pad our schaots
by vistng offical who sags  The children m the
District Counat schools seem very tumd but yours are

fiot afrnd of anyone  Deep blue comnfower blowoms
in lepers garden where Japanese chrysantbemums
altady making good show

March 10 Pansies 20d heliotrope show ther faces
Go 10 bed with touch of dysentery but very difficult
10 foliow Shamrao s wnstructions to keep perfealy suil
hnce every e Any nowtishment trought me Balso
follows 1ata garden and rolls and dancts on foners
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1935] THE FESTIVAL OF PHAC

March 13. Sudden visit of Civil Surgeon and a
delightful soldier. Receive them in bed, with three
days’ beard and assortment of bedroom ware all too
prominent.  This hastily covered with copy of Times
Literary Supplement, but wind blows it down in middle
of conversation. Why is it that only English visiton
in nine months should arrive on one day in year when
Ashram has deserted its normal spotlessness?

March 14. Creep out of bed, and immediately begin
tying up dlarkias, which have been lying flat on’s belly,
to small bamboo stakes. This leads to regretcable
quarre] with Shamrao who prophesies relapse and says
only excuse for me is thae I must be mad, Not for
first 1ime wonder if this may not be true.

Mareh 20. The Festival of Phag, when all the
Gonds with joy, pl ¢, revel, and appl trans-
form themselves into beasts or, in other words, get
tight. It is on this occasion that women have right to
belabour men, and demand presents from them, Alter
hiding indoors all day to avoid bands of aggresive
feminists. go across to Leper Refuge after dark, only 0
find that someone has smuggled in some batdes of
liquor and that they are all roaring drunk. Two old
leper ladies, stout sticks grasped in more ar less finger-
less hands, totter towards me on their stumps and make
ineffectun} passes at my head, while Singaru with truer
aim pours a buchet of red<oloured water, which must
be swimming with lepra baclle, all over me. Several
drops enter left eye.  Feel that this is, if ever, oceasion
when even I am justified in wiing all weapons at my
command, and pour forth atream of gals of such vigour
and varicty that assilants are sobered and I am sllowed
to depart in haste to take unpleasant Lyso! bath,
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OLD TOYS AND CHILDREN [1935

While bathing dutant cries anoounce that Shamrao 1
enjoying same expenence Lean two new adjectives
and an mproper nown

March 21 Fasonating box of old toys arnves from
Bombay AN day surrounded by 2 tumble of chuldren
exoredly examimng them  Take three dolls and 2 toy
train to Jeper home O3 hopt who teers 10 have no
recoliection of her astanlt on me of the previous even
g arranges them 1 2 yow and fuses them pawsion
ately As umal chiddren comparattvely andifferent
white grownups play with abtorbed imterest Very
nteresing 10 note absence of acquisitive wnsunet 1
abonginals None of Gond dmldren show sgus of
wanting 10 possess 1073 for themselves more sophut
atwd Hindu children hawever weep vonferowsly on
finding they cant have them,

Match 22 Find three dolls hangng from xoof of
leper home and strongly Adoptomst theology prevad
g The dolly have already become three members of
the Gond pantheon—Hardul Baba Thakur Deo and
Dharu Mana (Mother Earth)  Anything however less
Itke Mother Earth than the round pink face of the doli
choten 1o tepresent her can hardly be imaged.

March 30 Yhndo Range Officer vins nt and pre-
sents us with beautiful baby deer who at once develops
2 rurely arregular attachment for Paloo Ranger 1
tpeets library and asks for swome baoks, *No I
wouldn ¢ read 2 novel e nayy, shocked * but some book
dealing with Western so0ad customs—have you anything
by 2 writer called Darothy Sayers?

Rﬁ.‘"ﬂ 2 There 15 3 present, nys the Censw
e e pes o e Gl
uaation for the sheer pleasure

1y



1935] THE NEW VIDYAMANDIR

it brings " But wherever education 13 made pleasurable,
the peasants love 1t. Dokal, one of the most dunmn
tve of our children, goes home every evening after
school and teaches reading to a Gond woman m the
viliage

Apri 4 Commence building the new Vidyamander
Panda Baba tells us with some pride, that he has been
tryng to cure case of cataract by squirting mulk diect
from a mother’s breast into the eye

Apnl 12 One perfect carnation unfolds iself with
solemn dignity  Asters are almost ready Heat 1n
creasing daly

Apnl 20 Vidyamandir nearly ready As alnays,
wildly exctted by building operations  Heat beyond
temperate destription  Seseral more carnations, and 2
bed of asters, out. Well getung deeper and deeper,
but no water yet Gendu breaks toy tram

May 1 Celebrate somewhat prematurely—but after
all what do dates mauer at haranpat—the Siver
Jubiee by opening the Vidy dir  Public g
m evening at which I attempt to gue account of chef
events of last twenty five yoars, but am interrupted first
by Brahmm ofical who rises suddenly to his feet and
declares that the Brish Empive 13 an Empire on which
sun neser sets and then by Sub-Inspector of Police who
gives fully one hours speech on education and smanure
A pood and Lindly speech, but not mine Revenge
myself by playmg The Laughing Policeman and the
Saucy Cook™ on gramophonc After dark, enormous
numbers of Gonds and Baigas begin to arrne from all
quarters till there are at least 2 thousand 1n the
Ashram  Shamrao presents a series of plays which
would have been extremely amusing, and would have
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A NEURO MUSCULAR QUALITY {1935

pounted 2 moral as wll, 1f anyone could have seen or
Teard thern. Finally, danung begwns  Count forty six
separate dapeey and at feast wghty drums  “The
music of the drum® sags @ famous psychologist, s
mote clasely d with the of
aurally-gentrated emotion than Gsat of any other m
srument. 3t 1 complete enough 0 atself to cover the
whole range of human fechng while st 25 near enough
to the onpns of muncal wention to 2ppeal most
strongly to the pnmitine side of man's nature The
emotional appeal of munc 18 to 2 very lamge extent
muscelar  Rhythm @ pracucally a neurosmuseniar
qualny’ Exaaly

May 2 Steep all day cxhausted by ausallygenetated
emations of previous night

Msy 3 Eleven lepers who have yun away from
famous Leper Home at Banalpur, descend upon vy 1n
two cnts, In spie, howeser of thar addressing me as
‘papa’ we bhase to refute them admuson  Flowers 1
garden now definstely withéning m intense heat Notice
a promustng aster which hke the man mn Bacon has
put 1y face wmito a fwost shrunken and wooden pasture

Mey 3 Depart to camp at Rapildan, holy water
£2lt seven mules distany, for heat m our hude hauses
beyond deserption  Piteh camp on attractive aite st
bebund wmage of god Ganpant 20d stverad Pigrimy do

Teserenes 10 me wistead, apparently mustaky
o P y mistaking me for

Yay§  Hear thas not long ago 3 sadhu was &

e
by 2 tiger on the very spot where we are now &r:u::d
Deade place 15 rather gloomy g

Aay 9 Move our carnp 10 habir Chabuy
tra W] i
eooler and more cheerful Unfortunately, s

however, 2
P



1935] A 'WHITE NIGHTS' GAMPAIGN

cow 13 dying not far anay and the trees are full of vul
tures who, 1n the words of Eha, are wating for the end
Iike Amenican reporters Later, con dies, and at ance
recogmze adequacy of Eha's further descripion  *Such
work cannot be made artisuc, and the vulture 13 not
an msthete  That bald head and bare neck are not
omamental, but they mean business they are the
sleeves tucked up for earnest work

AMay 15  Highly decoratise, semsnude sadhu visits
Ashram and 1s at once consulted by Sohorr and wife 28
to the best means of geting a culd  After considening
therr problem all day, and sumulated by a gt of tro
bottles of wimne, sadku announces that a Goddess will
shortly visst Ashram n shape of black cobra who will
grve Sohor all that he desires

May 25 News reaches us that Sugga has been forably
married to unattractive but persistent youth who has
been serving as her lamsens, that 15 as one who
works for several years in the houschold instead of
paymg bridemoney When the news 1s broken to
Nanas, he 1s Jess disturbed than we expected for, as he
very sensibly pomnts out, marriage wn't everythung and
she an sull run away and an clopement mght save
the expense of 5 formal mirmage

June 10 Vidiamandir now n full swing with fifty
boarders all suffening from neh  There must be more
speaimens of the female acarus to the square mch
thus Ashram than anywhere else in Indiz At mughe,
rase of scratchung n school dormmtory sounds hike 2
horde of locusts destroymng a field af wheat

June 12 Shamrao deades on a *White Nights®
campargn  Remores all old beddsng, smports four
enormous beds 1o accommodate four duldren apiece,
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rRE WAY TO TREAT BLACL GOBRAS {1935

and prowdes new dlothes nd Blankets for all At
night he comes with great sessel full of suiphur, stnps
everyone naked anomts them a0t over and puts them to
hed A great hush follons

June 26 Large Wlack cobra s found Sohoti s
house Ashram now sharply divided 1nto two schooly
of thought, The Sohon Party behieves that the proper
way 1o treat black cobras 1n your bedroom 1s to offer
them midk and 1o pray to the indwelling Goddess to
gneyonason The Marmt Schoct on the other band
connders that the onty thing (o do 15 to burn chullies m
the neighbourhood and show 1t peacocks feathers m
the hope that 1t will go anay  As 1t is Sohons bouse
hawever 204 hi son that 15 1w questan Suter Cobra
13 allowed to remamn unmolested but Sobor 2nd s
wife slecp outofdoors for some days n case of
actdents.

June 29 Ramlals mother having pesformed 2 sen
sanonal elopement Ramlal and has linle smister Don
grahin become p bets of our household
ther fatber apparendy not bemg very good wnth
duldren  Dongratun s only three years old and spends
most of hey tme exuny  She comes Gt to us znd
shares our food wanders along 10 Maruhis house m
time for a snack there drops into Sohons cottage for
2 tite and finally armves at the whool 10 ume for her
praper meal with the other chidren

July 10 Gang of dacos enter Ashram at dead of
Tight and with nfinte tecreey and competence remove
our afe from room which w surrounded by sleeping
children and cnty 1t away into the Jungle, There th
atter it with stones and axes hut 1t stands up well fi
their asault. Lepers hear the noue but reman firmly
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1935] A ‘WHITE NICHTS® CAMPAICN

cow 1s dying not far away and the trees are full of vul
tures who, 1n the words of Eha, are waitng for the end
hke American reporters  Later, cow dies, and at once
recognize adequacy of Eha's fusther description * Such
work cannot be made artisue, and the vulture is not
an zsthete That bald head and bare neck are not
ornamental, but they mean business they are the
sleeves tucked up for earnest work.

May 15 Hhghly decoramne, seminude sadhy visits
Ashram and 18 at once consulted by Sobort and wife as
to the best means of getting a chidd  After conudening
their problem all day, and stmulated by a gift of two
bottles of wine, sedhu announces that 2 Goddess will
shorthy visit Ashram 1n shape of black cobra who will
grve Sohort all that he desires

Almy 25 News reaches us that Sugga has been forably
married to unattractsse but persistent youth who has
been serving as her lamsenas, that s, as one who
works for several years in the houschold nstead of
paying bridemoney When the news 15 hroken to
Nanas, be 15 Jess dissurbed than we expected for, as he
very sensibly points out marmage 1n ¢ everything and
she can st} run away and an elopement mught sne
the expensc of a formal marriage

June 10 Vidyamandir now 1n {ull swing with fifty
boarders all suflening from wtch  There must be more
specimens of the female acarus to the square inch in
this Ashram than anywhere elfsc sn India At mighe,
nouse of saatching m school dormtory sounds hike a
horde of locusts destroying a field of wheat,

June 12 Shamrao deades on a ‘White Nights'
ampagn Remores all old bedding 1mports four
enormous beds ta accommodate four children aprece,
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THE WAY T8 TREAT BLACK COBRAS {1933

and provdes new clothes aad blankets for all At
mght he comes with great ressed full of sulphur, stnips
everyone naked, anammis them all over and puts them to
bed A great hush follows.

June 26 Large black cobra is found 1 Schotrs
house Ashram now sharply divided mto tvo schools
of thought. The Schom Party believes that the proper
way to treat blacdk. cobras 1 jour bedroom 1s 1o offex
thern milk and 10 pray w0 the indwelling Goddess <o
pveyouason The Maruts Schoal on the other hand,
conudert that the only thiag to do 5 to bumn dulhey 1
the nesghbourhood and show it peacock’s feathers
the hope that it will go away  As st 55 Sohon’s house,
however, and hss son that is sn queston, Suter Cobra
1t allowed to remasn unmolested but Schon and his
wile sieep ouroldoors for some days in case of
cadems,

June 28 Ramdal's mother having performed 2 sen
sational elopement Ramlal and et hude sister Den
grahun become p bers of our househald
thesr father spparendy not bemng w1
chuldren  Dongralun as anly three ygem:’lrd %dspmg;
most of her tume eatng  She comes firt 0 us and
shares our food wanders along to Maruts’s howse
e fov 2 snack <here drops mto Sohoris cottage ot
2 hute and Ginally 2rmuves ot the schoot 1n e fm: her
proper meal with the other chuldren

July 10 Gang of dacous enter Ashram at dead of
nizht and with mnfinite secrecy and competence remove
our it trom room which Is surrounded by sleeping
huldren 3nd canty it away mto the jungle 'rhuc:l:}, hd
batter 1 with stones and axes but 1 stands up well f{,
thesr amault. Lepers hear the nous by semam frmly
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1935} PACGITS STEAL OUR SAFE

1 therr beds under the unpression that 1t 1s caused by
2 party of drunken ghosts About daybreak dacows
abandon therr efforts and tde safe under some bushes,

July 11 'Wild exatement in Ashram, not unmixed
with rehief that dacous did not adopt more usual
method of extracting riches, which 1s to urmate mnto
their vsctim s mouth till he hands over hus heys  About
mudday safe 1s found and brought back 1n tnumph to
the Ashram  But unfortunately it 1s so damaged that
though thieses couldn’t open i, nor an we Al
money inside, and no chance of getting any more for
some tume

July 13 Panther makes 1ts way into room where
Baloo 1s sleeping under children’s bed and removes at
but very ¢ derately daes no damage to chidren who
he holding therr breath and pretending to be corpses

July 15 Speaiahist i safe breaking arrnves and cuts
open door of safe and we are at last able to satusfy our
credstors

July 20 Customary dhsplay of balsam zinmas man
golds and gaillardias but most of new flowers swept
away by torrents of ran

July 30 Returming from v1sit to branch Ashram see
fram afar Tutta looking out for us from brow of Ashram
full  Drawsng nearer perccsve thae he 18 possessed by
a strange exatement stumping up and down on s
poar unesen feet. When we arrise, he falls at Shamraos
feet exdlasming * Brother, I hase found a mate Flease
amrange”® Young woman of aerage appearance but
encumbered by repellent small boy, has come to sty n
Ashram and has expressed her wilhingness to marry Tutta
pmudcd we undertake to support her and small boy
for test of thewr hnes Feverssh consultations, confer
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A WIDRING BAS BREN ARRANGED [1935

ences and mmngues follow  Tutez uts fevershly smok
sng ogareue alter agarene and even goes so far as to
attempt to ingratiate humself with small boy Night
falls on unfinshed conversations but Covntil of the
League will meet Lomortow

July 31 A wedding bas been amranged and will
immediately take place between Tutta Gond {outcasted
for eating with Christians) and Phagm Panlan (out
oted for having furted with a Mussalman two years
2g0]

A)nguu 4 Domesuc hfe of happy couple somewbat
marred by behaviour of our local ladies. Why dont
you marry a block of wood? asks one as Phagnt fetches
wates from the village well  We hope you enjoy those
maumed embraces, says another  Beware of the
cunuchs wile says 2 thard  She mus be a watch,

August 5 Phagmi apparently btrooding over these
insubts but Love has made a new man of Tuttz who
now works all day in spite of tas enppled arms

August 6 Phagn nowhere to be found and inquuy
wn village reveals facy thot she hay run away with eldesty
man of her own caste  Tutta searches for her for some
ume his aries echoing among the hills and fnghtening
{locks of green parrous {rom thewr nests  But the eternal
rocks but echo back hus vaice so he returns eats a
hearty meal has a bottle of wine and g023 10 bed,

August JO Some consolanion for us all mn news that
Phagni has forsaken likewuse her new but sncient lover

Augutt 16 O Kopt alfter keepuny cheerful through
‘;:{“‘Y‘hm years of leprosy dues of dysentery 1n the
m\:‘g; She was the Didy, the elder simter of the

Auput 25 Gin Mote. Children observe  thus
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1935} DACOITS STEAL OUR SAFE

in their beds under the impression that it is caused by
a party of drunken ghosts, About daybreak dacoits
abandon their efforts and hide safe under some bushes.

July 11. Wild excitement in Ashram, not unmixed
with relief that dacoits did not adopt more usual
method of extracting riches, which is to urinate into
their victim's mouth ¢ill he hands over his keys. About
midday safe is found and brought back in triumph to
the Ashram.  But unlortunately it it so damaged that
though thicves couldn't open it, nor can we. Al
money inside, and no chance of getting any more for
some time,

July I13. Panther makes jts way into room where
Baloo is sleeping under children’s bed and removes it
but very considerately does no damage to children who
Hie holding their breath and pretending to be corpses.

July 15. Specialist in safe-breaking arrives and cuts
open door of safe, and we are at last able to satisfy our
creditors.

July 20. Customary display of balsam, zinnias, mari-
golds and gaillardias, but most of new flowers swept
away by torrents of rain.

July 30. Returning from visit to branch Ashram, sec
{rom afar Tutta looking out for us from brow of Ashram
hill. Drawing nearer, perceise chat he is possessed by
a strange excitement, stumping up and down on his
poor uneven feet.  When we arrive, he falls at Shamrao's
feat exclaiming, * Brother, I have found a mate. Please
arrange”  Young woman of average appearance, but
encumbered by repellent small bay, has come 1o suay in
Ashram and has expressed her willingness to marry Turta
provided we vndertake to aupport her and small boy
for rest of their lives. Feverish consultations, confer-
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A WEIDDING RAS BEEN ARRANGED {1935

ences and antngoes follow  Tutta sus feveruhly smok
ing agarette after agarette and even poes 1o far a3 1o
atempt 10 wgraaie himseld with small boy Night
fally on unfinished conversations but Counal of the
League will meet tomorTow

July 31 A wedding bas been arranged and will
immeduately take place between Tutta Gond {outeasted
for catng with Chrstians) and Phagm Pankin {out
casted for having flicted with 2 Mussalman two years
go).

August 4 Domesuc e of happy couple somewhat
marred by behaviour of our local Jadies, Why dont
you marry 2 block of wood? asks one as Phagm fetches
water from the wilage well  We hope you enjoy thowe
mamed embraces  4ays another  Bewars of the
cunuchs wife says a third  She must be s witch,

August 3 Phogm apparemdy brooding over fhese
insults byt Love has made a new man of Tutta who
now works all day in spite of Ius crippled arms,

August 6 Fhagni nowhere 1o be found and mquiry
i vilfage reveals fact that she has run away with eldetly
man of her own caste  Tutta searches for ber for some
ume bus cnies echoing among the hulls and frightensng
flocks of green parrots from therr nests.  But the eternal
tocks but echo back hu toice 10 he yetnrns eats 2
hearty meal has 3 botde of wine and gocs to bed.,

Auguss 10 Sore consolation for us alf n news that
Thagni has forsaken likewise ber new but anaient lover

August 16 Old Kopi after keeping cheerful throngh
:J:{ntythmc vears of leprosy d es of dpsentery n the
m‘fm She was the Didi the elder suter of the

August 25 Gim Mata  Chidren observe  thys
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1935} IN BOMBAY BEING ILL

picturesque ceremony, when all go stumping about on
stilts, the 1dea bemg apparently that thus will persuade
the crops to grow as hugh as they are

September 3 Qur deasion to charge very small
nominal sum for medicine causes dismay among the
villages untl Panda Baba saves situation by sugpesting
that medicine will be much more efficient 1f an offering
1s made 1 s honour before 1t 15 taken

September & In Bombay bemg il Stay wrh
Wilfnd David now wrating new and even better notel
Have some hopes of collecting a little money

September 10 Start learning sewing and embrosdeny
sewing stnkes me as infle pedestnan but am filled with
exaitement over embroidery but wonder if 1 will ever
know enough or haie enough pattence to teach 1t to
Gond chuldren

September 20 Go with Parmi friend to beg for
medianes from door to door in the Drug Market but
after vissting three shops without beng able to extract
event a packet of soda bicarb give 3t up  Parsi friend
howeser, continues with great herowsm and ulnimately
1s able to fill two large packing cases with the spoils

September 25 Make another and farly successful
expetition 1 company of celebrated Gujarat solicitor
We first vnt Judge of the High Court very friendly
courteous unproductine then a Brahmun merchant sen
unfriendly discourteous productive  After some vigor
ous comeratton 1n Gujaratt with sohator (riend,
merchant turns to me and says i English I am gang
Rs 75, not because I have the shightest interest i you
ar 1 your work but because my friend here hay asked
meta What posuble good can a foreignes do in Sndia?
The only thing he an do s to ciear out.” For a moment
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MARRIAGE THE LAW oF Lire {1935

consider telhing um to take hymeelf and hus seventy five
upees 1o——, but wision rises before we of amount of
nice that on be bought for tus sum, and deade to let
wgo Wego on agam, this hue to howptatite Gugarat
houschold, where we dnink dehnous spiced milk sitting
on 2 swing and I feel ek,  Alter appropriate wterval,
whotar fend touches delicately on question of 2
donation.,  Gujarat merchant says, ' Before 1 contnbute
to your work 1 would Iike to 28k you 2 few quesnons
Telt me, first, up to what standard have you read? Thus
question always so embarrasung, but 1 murmur some-
thing about having been 1n the BA dlasy at Oxford
which wems to sausfy m  *And now,’ he goes on,
* 1)l me about your sexhife.  Fortunately, belore 1 can
answer, he leans forward and says, * 1 would give 4 targer
domauan it you were 2 mamed man  You must mamry
ft s the Taw of fe  Later, sf you have the good fort—’
3 cough from hus wife reminds hum that he himself s
mamed— 1f you have the great sorrow of losing your
partaer then you may go to the forest and live un
mamed  Otherwise something will eome along and
then (pp) there will eome (ov) a HITCH (f)* He sinks
back satnfied and we move o to darhing old Parn lady,
whose house 13 decorated with picures of Fdward the
Peacemaker and the Great Good Queen  “Yes, indeed,

T will help you she says. *For 1s 1t not the Englnh
who have made Indua what 1t 1s}

And sh
2 cheque for a hundred rupees. ¢ e me
September 30 Wilind qives very exatuy fi

party for
wie mun be the first party I have ever beenggwm. and
mnites o fewer than 2 bundred guess  Not ol of these
coese, but quite enough to put everyone m good humour
with themselves and even with me. Lany of gudsts reads
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19353 RABBITS AS RIRDS

hie a Pelmanism advertisement—the Mayor, an ex
mayor, five famous editors four well known doctors, 3
consul, Sir Phiroze Sethna two film stars and 2 famous
dancer  Mr M R Jayakar takes the char and I talk 1o
the company far far too long but with a sense that thes
13 the only chance I will ever get and I had better make
the most of 1t

October 1 All day cheques fall Iike manna, and by
evening am a thousand rupees to the good and a puff
by a gosip writer In the evemmg depart by the
Caleutta Masl wath vast quantity of baggage mcluding
200 buts of soap 500 marbles, a toy mator-car, four
Rhode Istand Red cocherels four pet rabluts a bundle
of radway posters and tvo Jarge pascels of bulbs
Travel second-class as dygrufied mvabd but as usuad he
awake all mght

October 2 Feel very exhausted, but somewhat
diverted by having to feed rabbuts and cockerels  For
some obscure reason the rabbits are entered on the
radway bl as ‘burds’  Ticketcollector wnspects me
and rabbits with hostile air and mutters that something
s wrong I reply <oliy thw ke 15 evidemly no orni
thologust, and he depargs quickly

Long wat at Katm during which most of inhalutants
inspect me motor cockerels and rabbis  Ultimately,
fat and friendly guard comes to my carnage and leaning
through the window says *Those your birds kr? —
“Yes’ I reply and, trying to conceal the fact that ¥ only
learnt the name two days ago continue, ‘They are
Rhode Dsland Reds—rither fine don't you think? —
““They're no good * says the Guard  *1ve kepe 3 chucken
farm for twenty years and I ought to knoWw  Tempera
mental, that s what those Redsare Now what you want
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PAREWELL TO THY GUARD {1938
in thas Province 13 Ostrogoths {or was 3t A Zoth
And ace those rabhsts? he goes on, peening at them.
*A poor breed. Now I could have ler you have an
exeellent pur’ Up (il now bad been feehing that 1t
was a pity that rathway offioals did not suick to the
proper Jobs, but since whale business has now come o
the optn 23 2 sales alk, feed somewhat comforted. *You
havent any pgeons? [ ask carefessly “Have I any
7 be rephies mcredulously  * Say, suster, ¥ am the

geon breeder of this dutrict. Now what do you say
to balf a dozen real homing pigeons at just the pnee
they cost me?

October 3 230 am. Reach Pendra Road, and am
met by the good Rartik and a party of villagers Panda
Baba was o have been present, but got drunk to ecele-
brate my coming Bid tarewell to the Guard who
advies me 10 gre e cocderels 2 gaod w0 dowe of
Epsom Sals on reaching home, and promises to send
the pigeons the tollowing week.

60 am. Pandy Baba at last appears weating queer
floppy red cap which makes tum ook like 2 gnome or

leprechaun - Set out for Karanyia and reach 1t two days
fater on

October 5 and tecmve uswl welcome, speqally
voaferous from children and lepers. Dongrabin declares
that 1 am even more handsome than T used t¢ be, and
bugs e round 1he §nees for consderabite penod. Find

‘Tutta marned at fast 10 quite astomshingt
gly wugly lady
supposed 10 be 2 Tntle erazed m her wats whog:z once

begimato @l me " Unde'  But a from hy
ghi
:ms 1o marry Tuta do not find AP:;l other cvz;mmgf
manty

October 7 O1d friend, Hyder AL, dying of mahignane
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1035] HYDER ALI DETERMINED TO DIE

malaria, and dear old lady in village, looking just like
Death in Everyman, alto dying, but very much cheered
by occasional doses of brandy. Andent sadhy, who i
‘doing* the Narbada River, arrives with acute
dysentery.

Garden full of handsome, but rather ordinary flowers,
except for one magnificent dahlia that has grown from
a seed, and a bed of feathered cockscombs. AN my
perennials have been uprooted and everything else
pruned in the wrong places. Feel specially mourniul
for chrysanthemums reared with immense trouble, and
now thrown away. Whole hill is. however, resplendent
with literally thousands of zinnia blooms, and some of
the marigolds are of a wonderful size and colour.

October 8. Pull up most of the stuff in my garden
and decide to stare all over again, Begin with extensive
digging operations. How anything has ever grown at
all is a mystery, for four inches below surface find
enormous rocks. These are heaved up with a good deal
of fuss, and new earth in preparation Tor the new heaven
iy filled in.

October 10. Turn old school buildings into Muscum
which js now beginning to be warthy of the name. With
Shamrao’s help lay our a large railway sptem in the
middle of the house, but find that we have mixed up
rails of oneinch and wvoinch gauge. Howeves, by
stretching 3 point or two we get the thing going. and
trains now run between England, Africa and Japan w0
the wonder and delight of everyone.

October 12. Hyder Ali detenmined 10 dic, but really
getting steadily better under Shamrao's ministrations.
Makes his will and gives us the specifications for hiy
grave. Old fady, however, sinking fast. Duning our visit
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THZ FUREST SPIRYT OF REVENGE {3935

to her, three feronons dogs, the bane of the whole
willage, start a furious battle round her bed, and she
weeps and hay t0 be comforted with 2 hittle more of
my brandy Put two rabbuts 1 the leper home, and
keep the other two~-a beautifuol white creature named
Sua and 2 golden brown named, of course, Rama-~in
the schook

October 13 The three dogs wnvade the school, and
somehow bresk open rabbit hutch and kil Sta.  Rama
escapes but dies soon after from shock.  Filled with the
purest spinit of Tevenge, Shamtao takes poor mangled
body of Stta stulls her with strychmne, and throws her
out in the road where the three dogs are prowhing about
snathing and growhng They fall on thew prey and
withtn hslf an hour all are dead  But there is no lumt
o the reverberations of wiolence A vuliore swings
dawn and 2 squawk of cows from 2 neghbounng tree
to eat the dogs that ate the rabbit  They take thew 81,
fly up into the a1 and then ane two three, drop dead
out of the sky

October 14 Garden now ready, and with greap tre-
prdation plant bulbs for firt time 10 my history—twelve
gladioh some thirty cannas from the School of Art
Gardens 1n Bombay and dablias from our friends the
Pockas The dahlia bulbs are especally alarmung as
each has 1ty own name~Nugel s Champion Miss Kroes,
Buckeye Brsde Royal Flush, Mrs Carl Salbach and so
on—~but I manage 16 get them down somehow  Seeds
are caner and sow large quanties of these, both 1

Asitam and  Leper  Home—sweetpeas by

ollyhock,
peiuna, wallflower carnauons pmksptttrbcnz,ysdm
anther, aipigloms, labelia, begonia, forpet menot,
srctobs and many other new 2nd exaun

g things,
.y



1935} A MIDNIGHT FEAST

October 16 White ants attack  seedbeds with
astomshing feroaty  Hyder Al and old sadhu much
better, old lady dies  In eveming a centipede fully ux
mches long runs up my leg  Its brte 18 sad to be fatal
and feel very herote unul villigers go on to say that
1t has never been known 1o use s executioner s privilege

October 20 A rat at last canght 1n one of our raps,
one of those mnstantaneous neck breal ones  Our night
watchman immediately goes to the trap removes the
rat roasts it over fus fire and he and Tuttz empo) 2
mdnught feast,

October 25 Crate of pigeons purchased from friendh
Guard reaches us safely Let them out i Ashram
compound and they immedintely go mnto Chapel where
four of them sit in great contentment round staue of
St Franas.  The peety of a filth however s Jess fortn
nite  He perches on head of Our Lady who falls over
and breaks sn half

October 26 Dongralun now corered with suster
looking sores but surely nnnecessary for her to remove
bandage (full of omntment and much else) and put it
dovwers in the middle of Blakes ¥ inon of the Daughters
of Albion  She also removes upper half of Our Lady
no longer smitable for the purposes of devotion and 1
find her 1ater under my pidlow the hollow part used at
a cache for half sucked swecets.

October 28 Digeons do much damage to hollyhock
scedhings by sittsng on them and a hxwry exterpitlar ests
entire arop of godetias.

October 29  lLetter from emotional young studemt
(Bengah) apphyng for membership of Ashram 50 that
as he says ‘he may serve the forgotten humanity whose
recolfections very often bring [orth my teass the know
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TO WHAT END} 11935

tedge of whose condinon and meant of exstence affiicts
e swverely whose tales of woe and misenes make me
ponder over the purpose behind ther oreation and
mutter-~To what end?

November 2 The Rhade Islanders eat the whole of
2 sitting of egys on which 2 fat hen has been working
with great industry for weeks  Refiect that this 1 the
eiwhth ananersary of my Janding 1n India  Somewhat
deprested by alt ths and I mutter To what end?

In the aftenoon howeser preatly cheered by report
of educationa) actvities in Leper Refuge A famly of
Mehras {2 caste which 3 generally rvegarded as

untouchable but here i Mandia thanks no end of
11el) now hiving there the father of which has been a
teacher  Asked ham fast week to start teachmg hus
fellow patients 1o read and write  Today he tells me
1hat this is by 1o means easy the tongues of hus Gond
pupls bewng 3o fat and heawy  But, he says he has
found 2 way tound the diffculty  He powders up sme
pepper makes it snto 2 paste with a hitele ol and at
the bemnning of Tus dlasses apphies this to the tongues
of all his pupils. When T protest at thiy barbarty all
the Gond lepers asyure me that 1t just what they want,

It makes our tongues move quickly and highdy and
we can lexen better they say

Noverber 3 Three gladiol up and one dahhia but

moit of the @annas seem 10 have gone had. Dig one
up 1o see and find my swpicons confirmed-—nothing
feft bt 2 strong smell of earth Suggesiions 1o send

anaent sadhu away to hospital but be veusts this on
fround that he s petfotming a pradaksbing {thav 1y, he
i gring tight round up one bank and down the other)
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19351 A MIDNIGHT FEAST

October 16, White amts attack seedbeds wi
astonishing ferocity, Hyder AN and old sadhp rn
better, old lady dies. In evening a centipede fully ¢
inches long runs up my feg.  Tts bite i xaid 1o be fat
and feel very heroic until villagers go on to say th
it has never been known 10 use its executioner’s priviles

October 20. A rat at fast canght in one of our trag
ane of those instantancous neck-break ones.  Qur nigh
watchman immediately goes to the trap, removes 1l
rat, roasts it over his fire and he and Tutta enjoy
midnight feast.

October 25.  Crate of pigeons purchased from friend
Guard reaches us safely. Let them out in Ashra
compound, and they fmmediately go fnto Chapef, whet
four of them sit in great contentment round statne ¢
St Francis, The piety of a filth, however, is less fortr
nate, He perches on head of Qur Lady, who fails ove
and breaks in half.

October 26. Dongrahin now covered with sinister
looking sores, but surely unnecessary for her to remow
bandage ({ul} of ointment and much elsc) and put |
down in the middle of Blake's Pision of the Daughter.
of Albion. She also removes upper half of Our Lady
no longer suitable for the purposes of devotion, and |
find her Jater under my pilfow, the hoflow part used a1
a cache for halfsucked sweets.

Octaber 25, Pigrons do much damage to hollyhoek
seedlings by sitting on them, and a haity caterpillar ean
entire crop of godetias.

Qctober 29. Letter from emotional young student
(Bengall) applying for membership of Ashram 2a ¢hat,
25 he :3p3, * be may serve the forgotten humanity whose
recollections very olten bring forth my tears, the know.
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‘INLS FRIENDSHIP COMES FROM FAR’ {1085

a1} the bands of ntumacy  'Thus fnendshup comes from
far' says Panda waving hus armns at the sky ‘Al other
friendhips come from the arth and belong to . But
Brahma and Ramachandra were sakhy’ Finush buidding
2 magmficent Shickenhouse but one of the Raymurga
(a3 the sillagers @l ovr Rhode Dlanders) craws duning
the Tught 2nd we have 1o Testratn Tetta whe wants 10
a1l it because 1t has ohuioudly been calting up the evit
spurits to annoy him.

Necember 12 Find syphihine old fiend and family
in middle of night sknening m the forest sadhu having
axain appeared to them 1 a dream and ordered them
1o leave his house without delay

Nevember 14 Read of 2 popular but heavydenking
distnat officer who has become an object of 1eneration
10 one of the primtwe tabes  Every year they revive
tus memory by breatung 2 bottle of higuor above hus
grave. No doubt alter my own death the Gonds will
hotour me by burning a copy of the latet PG W before
my wmb  More dabhias now wn evidence and two
€annay appear to have sumnved,

Novemder 17

Man sulenng  apparently from
keratodermua blenorrhagea of hus left foot 1s brought to

the Atham fom 3 wilge fonyfive miles away
Amputation being the only thing posuble we offer to
und fim to hospreal at Bilaspur 1o which he cheerfall
consenits He veveals later that he went there mm;
Yan axo and then thnlls b apdsence wik 3

account of hosprtal Ule. ‘They hold you down rmu&i

ble he 1ys and the doctor takey 3
tat knfe
begins cuthing You seream with pain 8}!{ow n::t;l :::le
$OU grve me? ways the doctor  1E 1t 45 nat enough he
£9¢1 on cmuing The men who holg you down ay
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1935] SADHU APPEARS IN DREAM

of his Mother, the Narhada Riser, and mustn't lease
her side

November 4 Sadhu takes offence at a shight un
punctuality 1n the deaming of s bed pan, and saps
that nobody loves tum and that he s gosng away We
fet him go since he ts now quite well enough to resume
hus prous wandenings.  Great populanty of new tadoring
and carpentering departments now added to school, but
notice regrettable Iack of enthusism for constructng
new ploughs or other useful smplements, everyone
attention bemng centred on how to make deckchairs
Suspecs that Mahatma Gandhi would not approve of
this

November 6 Unfortunate old gentleman, i most
unpleasant conditton of tertiarv syphilis and no fener
than eight children, a wife, a mother of extreme age
and a decrepst horse, comes to stay and occupies room
formerly blessed by presence of sadhu

November 7 Sadhu appears to old gentleman in 3
dream and asks what he 18 downg m fus room  The
whole famuly shift from onz corner of the room to the
other 1n the hope that tha dream will not be repeated

November  Gomg through the forest at might, my
lantern goes out and a hule loter it bemng very datk
a herd of wild prg surround me making the most alarm
g notses  Reflect how infimtehy more soothing and
amiable 1s the sound made by pizs when they are ezl
ing as bacon on the fire and how humibiating 1t would
be to be gored to death by a herd of swine  Shour and
soar at the top of my vore and after a while they go

way
November 11 Swect peas comung on stronply  Panda
Baba and 1 plan to become sakhs, the most racred of
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GOND CUSTOMS AND BELIEFS {1935

ume, and today concentrate on Hands. At il
moment bullalo wanders on to fidld m font of goal,
thus making it unposuble for anyone to score

Nwembe% 29 mﬂy of cats mcuding 2 baleful
Black Tom apparently tpontancously created for the
purpose, invade the Ashram and at once start m ont the
T dustwrbing them 1 the middle of a pleasant meal
off brand new copy of Repeness It All

Navember 30 Very ificudt 1o yun 2 schoo}, Gonds
bewng so excessively temperamental  Great objection to
policy of stif suppart, several boys leaving because they
have to fetch thewr own water  We hanve come to Jearn,
they @y we want 10 use our brans not our bands
Perhaps manual work s the luxury of mtellectuals
Flowers sufl downg well but doves and rabbuts refuse to
fay any egzn

Decembes 1 Two charmung boys but both wath
hereditary syphihis, one wath 2 bole nght throngh roof
of mouth the other with marked Hutchinsoman teeth,
enme to school Vst quantities of stares begin to amve,
sacks and sacks of tice dal wheat mnlt, gur and to on
The new bam unfortunately not ready

Oecermber 2 Our tvo Mussolman fnends, Tipder At
{now quite reconered) and Mustapha Rhan come to
dinner and after enormous mest begin to desaibe to
s Gand customs and beliels, towards which tbey do
not seom to have that atude of reverent tolerance
which one would lite to sec. By the end of the even
ing bowever they teveal fact they have themselves
aboabed 2 pood many Gond beliefs speeally with regard
fothe Evil Eye  flyder Al tells how he was onee cating
3 dish of gram, 2nd 2 woman looked at hum, and he
had indigestion for three monthy, Another day, he was
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1935] A SERIOUS DOMESTIC TIFF

Money, money, give us more money. Then when you
give all you have, they smother you with a medicine that
makes you unconscious. In spite of these horrars, how.
ever, he seems very willing to go there again.

November 18. Begin to make football field, After
tharn-bushes and great tults of grass have been deared
away, fine open stretch of ground appears, but more like
golf-course than anything else. However, mark it out
in highly professional bering that 1 was
once Captain of the Merton 2nd NI Hocley team in 2
scason when we lost every match by something like 15
to nil,

Tutta breaks out all over into sinister-looking swell:
ings, which he atwibutes to his wife, darkly suspecting
her of the Evil Eye, and a serious domestic ¢iff results,

Affable Circle-Inspector of I'olice calls to see me, and
we discuss Crime, of which the Gonds (in his opinion)
are remarkably innocent. He reveals existence, however,
of band of robbers, all Pankas, mast of whom appear to
be our intimate friends.

November 23. The later rains having failed, we are
threatened with a food-shorsage, so we stars flling ous
granaries with all manner of store. In fact decide to
pull down our bams to build greater, and go to bed
with slightly uncasy feeling that this farsighted policy
has not always been rewarded,

November 24. Awake in moming with distinet feel.
ing of relief that during night our souls have not been
required of us, and press forward with building of new
barn with energy.

Our first foothall match. A great success. though
played with hare feet; the bunkers on the whole add
to the excitement, QOnly posible to do one rule at a
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WY TALE TREOLOGY {1035

ghee poured on it A thin smoke nises We sl %zy our
fingers 1n 2 bow} of mulk and touch each other's fore-
heads, Then Panda Baba places bus hands on wy head.
1 do the same 10 hum, and we exchange rosanes and
coconuts Then two braws dishes axe brought, m tus
W same riee galt and a yupee n TIne 18 T, alt 2
dhots and 2 blanker, We exchange dishes three times
and 53y, * Sitaram Sakht” The thing 1s over  We shall
be companions for all eternuty

Mrs Panda Baba and even the exMrs Panda auto-
matcally become my sakhe also ‘Wil T spend all
ctermity with them alio? 1 ask with some trepidation
‘Cemanly’ yephes the old man with an aw of great
benevolence  Hope he doesn t think that after ths hie
is over I am gowngy to take the x Mrs Panda off s
hands

The coconuts are smashed ang bits are gaven to all
We sit round the fire and ik theology Panda Baba
teils s all about Bifs Mata who Tives between the eyer
Trowy and ardul Daba who protents the wilage from
cholera  He adds what 2 wonderful thing it 1s that ¥
shauld have come six thousand mdes just o be hu
sakhs  Not to de outdone 1n these courtenes 1 remark
sententiowty that * It s all by the grace of our hely
mother Natbada —which goes down sery well indecd,
but Shamrao ¥ho veally has no rehgon, bursts out
Tauphing and spoils the eflect,

Late 3t nuzht after an excellent meal
whom Panda Baba has borrowed for mk;d\gb;::hit
are put to bed 10 3 roa decorated with anslers Ssmnz
frongs 4 bamboo snare for birds musesy mmummg
erht diferent finds of axes ux belts, 2 Egantic 'p“r'
end 3l the spints of the Gond Pantheon. ‘The Youngt;
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1935] SAKHI-SHIP WITH PANDA BABA

given some meat, 2 woman looked at it, and direaly
they put it on the fire it bumnt away to nothing, Yet
another woman overlooked his favourite cow, and after
that, whenever they made curds of milk, worms appeared.
Mustapha Khan has also been bewitched.  When he way
a boy at school, an old woman fooked at him, and he
immediately began to pass blood. He was dying, but
they called a meeting of the village, and the woman
lifted her spell. * My blood stopped,’ said he with great
satisfaction, ‘but in three days the woman was dead
herself’

December 3. Question agitating all is will doves or
rabbits start first? Heny sitting already, in spite of
cannibalistic tendencies of Rhode Islanders. In the
middle of night, bed made of country string suddenly
gives way, and I descend with a large crash on to 2
framed picture that had been temporarily stored there
for safety,

Where is my golden palace,
Where my iory bed?

Ah, where indeed?

December 6. Proceed to Bondar in onder to be
initiated into sekfiship with Panda Babs. Road lead-
ing to his house decorated with poles and bunches of
hay. We go and sit round fire in his little house, dis-
cussing the beauties of friendship, and graduvally the
villagers assemble, At last, Mrs Panda comes out and
cowdungs a small patch in the middie of the court jus
below the sacred pole, Then with a little flour she
traces some fantastic patterns on the ground.  Panda
Baba squatt down on one side, I it opposite. and iwo
others complete the square. A little fire s made, and
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MATCM BETWEEN GONDS AND PANKAS {1935
hands-they get quite enouph of that 2t home, and they
must be taught English.

December 1 Sohon, who had been put out of caste,
15 readmitted (on payment of 2 handsome finc) by
puresque ceremony  All b caste-feflows go over to
the Narbada River, and be stands sn the mddle of the
sream.  His maternal uncle then scoops up some of the
water and pours 1t over himy and Sohon says to the on
1ookers on the bank, * Am 1 to stay for ever mn this mud?”
They s2y, ‘Yer’ He rephes “1 have gwven you 2 big
present, you must take me out.  They all rusk down
into the rver and drag hum out and he goes bome and
gves them 2 feast.  Returns to Ashram about midnight
and very drunk.,

December 15 Very exating match between Gonds
and Pankas which 13 ultimately won by the Gonds
owing to the fat that their tmbe preponderates among
the spectators who whenever the ball goes outsde,
propel at violemily towards the Pankas' goal Nanas
plays an exeellent game urging on it side with wewrd
trhal noues The Pankas manage 1o score one goal by
placing outposts within 3 few yards of the enesoy's camp
and as we have not yet done the ofide rule, am power
1ess (o prevent it

Adns cowfe bas vay exaung expenence with 2
uger  Asahe 1y deaning niee s her courtyard a tiger
Iraps ito the fowse broshing agamst her ay 1t goes,
and uakes vefuge in one of the rooms, Wiy g!n;
\::?mcfx_:l nt\;‘nd th:l £l Turhes to the door and shus

23 en send for the
who mmt:’ and shoots {t. ST peon with 2 gun

Decerber 1§ Depant for Bombay in respony
invitation © go and wke an m the Chnstmas ex);;
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1935} A DEPUTATION O0F PARENTS

Gonds present, who secem to have been affected by this
deplorable modern spirit, mock at Panda’s private
chapel, but Sohori rebukes them, saying that there are
three powerful things in the world, money, the virue
of people like mysclf, and the unseen spirits—and to
all of them we should pay ateention,

December 7. At last one of the doves layy an e
All eyes now turned on rabbithutch, but in spite of
studying carefully what does do and what does don't,
find myself unable to prognosticate.

December 8. Leading villager Julan objects to our
boys using soap and expresses his distaste by alling
Nanys a Christian. Nanas, naturally outraged by this
supreme insult, retaliates by throwing Julan into the
pond. Nanas, by the way, has apparently given up any
idea of mawrimony and is trying to become a tailor.

December 10. Tell Sohori in a fit of candour that ke
has no brains in his head at all. *No, he says, with
some recollection of Panda Baba's theology. * But Bihi
Mata sits there, and she does instead.’

Deacember 13, Suffer acutely from hiceoughy, in other
words from ‘sudden. shart, convulsive, spaumodic
inspirations, attended by a pecutiar sound produced in
the larynx ar upper part of the windpipe, spasmodic
closure of the glottds, immediately followed by expira
tion'. But remembering old custom of holding breath
and running up and down suairs, get some relief by
running up snd down the hill, 2« there are no stais here,

Deputation of parents who object to modern methods
of education. Our children, they say, must be given
corporal punishment; they mun leam eventhng by
heart—otherwise hiow can they show the rillage thae they
know anything? They must not do anything with their
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{ DRINK MILK PUNCH {3935

scconds 1n excess and away goes a stmking epithet At
last we get 1t nght but having read 1t over o often
speech now sounds to me sndescribably fooluh

December 24 Develop heavy wold which m spite of
fact that there 3rc s many other pants of the body thas
might be anacked makes srasght for my throat and I
fnd myself hardly able 1o spesk.  However am able 1o
enjoy admurable Chnstmas dinner at house of famous
artast where for first time 1n my hife X drink milk punch
but fortunately do mot get ¢nough to suffer fate of
Mr Puckwick,

Detember 25 Spend wrerched Chrstmas garghing
with warm water and salt to keep my throat 1 order
Borrow woollen vest which 13 all that 2 woallen vest
should be that i3, st keeps me 1n a state of acute tor
ment but so warm st wy old aa almost be felt
pawing out of me  In the eveming vefuse to speak at
21, order 1o keep my Golden Voice in a fit state of
proseration Al thas has ats reward m the end for
when the red hight goes on 2t 816} pm 1 am able
to speak withowt once ceanng my soice, Dyreatly thas
ss over dash to station and after having 2 second.lass
gmr;:nnm t dinner catch the tram for home

cember 26 Stop one day i Hothannb

Ao Hilda C:tho:cp who w chmng a uxt!ﬁ:‘:n:‘;:-
Gonds adout {{teen miles ounde the vowm 2 sptendid
aid herowe venture  Visit her jungle st and ses two
CGond nllazes quite different from ours, and 1 think
poter Very pleanant day though

bt Indlan Chratian whe brings fat wnfant up 1o me and
:I‘l\t“oxix Naw recite the Lord s Prayer for the sahghy

shightly embarrassed
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1985} TO BOMBAY TGO RROADCAST

world broadcast which ed up to a ralk by no less a
person than kang George V. Flattered by this i spate
of the facy that my share 1s only two and a half msnwtes.
Met by friendly radway guard who says he wouldn't
have sold those doves 1o anyone ebe under wnent
rupees and offers me four Belpian Rocks two geese and
a dozen ducks an after whch ¥ close wath at once

December 15 Spend a day at Wardhr where I sec
the Mah for a few Looks very weak and
Ml apparently fussed wto a collapse by the domestic
quarrels of s disciples  How wise of Chrut to hme
had only twehe all men! Mo one seems ey plensed
at this broadasung the general wdea bewng that ¥ am
rsing above mv proper station  *How did they over
hear of you? mnguires Swdys Vallabhbhas Patel  Buy
Death at Brogdeasting House at the rmlway boolstall
and read 1t furtwely wn order 0 acquire the right
rocabulary and atmesphere  Try the sord ‘blattner
phone * ony Seth Jamnall Bajaj which scems 1o impress
him but he fortunately doesnt ask me for a defimuon
of it

December 20 Reach Bombay and go v the after
noon to the brordasung studio where § have to read
artcle on Becthosen full of obscure German names jn
frant of mucrophione i arder (o become ether-conscious.
Am told that I hme a good microphone voice but in
spite of this encourigrment sweat with embarratiment
when we are turned on to london and T have to do
my speech no fewer than three Hmos so that they ean
make a record of {t of cxactly the proper length Tue
first time 18 15 thurteen seconds too long and one of my
best sentences has to go out The next time it s mix
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1985} TURKEYS

December 27, Rejon the Caloutta Mad ae Jam,
where 1 find Margaret Moore and two turkeys coming
to visit us, At Katny, where we have to change, gne
the turkeys a heavy meal of chappaty, Consider
whether 1t 15 necessary to break the chappatus up for
them or not, bt cventually deade to give them whole.
‘After all,’ says Margaret, “they have more tune than
we hne'

December 28 Go up to Karanpa by aar  Margaret
Moore bears journey very well, but 1 somewhat annieal
of fact that I seem less concerned about ber safety than
that of turkeys whom she wsnists on alling the Macbeths,
On arrnval find that most of flowers wr my garden wem
ta have grown downwards 1n my absencr, save for one
magmificent pink Nugels Champion dahhia, while rats
have eaten at lcast half the sweetpeas. The lepers
garden, on the other hand s Jourshing  The turkey
are let loose 1n my back garden but at once go ndoons
and roost on my bed, which agmn exates unfavourable
comment {rom Margaret Dongrahin gives us 3 raptur
ous welcome and after a bath and some dean clothes,
looks extremely pretty In cveming after Sohori has
entertamed us on hus flute, we have Beethaven s Pastoral
Symphony, which ss really most appropriate and I bring
out my three big volumes of Wordimorth which, how
ever, reman unread

December 29 Reep Chrutnas in A torrental down
pour of N which comes at exactly the wrong mament,
just as we have it the Jamps on the Christmas Tree
Howarver, everybody scems to enjoy themiches, and we
hase a great feast, in which all the dilferent casten take
part, sang lightly apast from one another  Fand that

1



BHIMAS gNnp SToMAcHg (1935
1 my absence 1he Gonds haye been demandmg that 2
R record, 4 which a ragher horsey gentlem,
the praises of 8lorious beer, should be Played
on the 8Tamophone, a5 ;¢ remunds them of me,
Deceraber 3 In the 08 We are yiqreq by a
Picturesque gToup of wandenng unstrels calleq Bhimas,
apparently an offshot of the Cond tybe, So;
s0ngs quyte charming, 3nq therr dangy,
€y are not very wel} informeq about
‘Do you know anything of JOUF past* o0 as
for some freqyy anthropolog,

we are for 8 the g4, they Teply agam,
aﬂeumnzldy Patung (hy organ,

kite, 0E1ng the nyee Ted noge of the

malany appa
e

B handly g0 word I woupy have ’g’m?' lhx:;)gh The
Macherny €t i, ng GMmaugn,, but ap too fuy
of Quinine o are Yery my, O receney
Douranng letter from lderly Mussionary lagy - Even,
€ Wiy, *though this ygy Elwip may pee actually
mmmuunmhu:\lhnm,bewludannxood,zn

d
175



1935] TURKEYS

December 27, Rejomn the Galcuta Mal at Itary,
where I find Margaret Moore and two turkeys comung
to visit us At Katni, where we have to change, gnve
the turkeys a heavy meal of chappatts  Consuder
whether 1t 18 necessary to break the chappattis up for
them or not, but eventually decide to give them whole,
‘Alter 2l says Margaret, ‘they have more tume than
we have.’

December 28 Go up to Karanpa by car  Mangaret
Moore bears journey very well, but 1s somewhat ainaal
of fact that I scem less concerned about her safety than
that of turkeys whom she insists on alling the Macbeths,
On arenval find that most of flowens in my garden e
ta have grown downwards 1n my absence save for one
magnificent puk Nugel’s Champion dahlia while rats
have eaten at least half the sweetpeas. The lepers’
garden, on the other hand, 1s flounshing  The turkeys
are let loose n my back garden, but at once go indoors
and roost on my bed, which again exates unfavourable
comment {rom Margarct Dongrahin giies us a raptur
ous welcome and after a2 bath and some dlean clothes,
looks extremely pretty In evening after Sohon has
entertained us on hus flute, we have Beethoven's Pastoral
Symphony which 1s really most appropniate and I bring
out my three big volumes of Wardsworth, which, how
ever, remawmn unread

December 29 heep Chrutmas in a torrential down
pour of ran which comes at exactly the wrong moment
Just as we bhase Uit the Jamps on the Chrastmay Free
Honever, cvenybody scems to cnjoy themiches, and we
have a great feast, 10 which i the difarent cates take
part, siung shightly apast from one another Fangd that
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NOTES

Acants Scamst A sound gtcyuh white mnsect ke a
tortouse, covered with hawrs and brisdes, sts bead carrying
srong jaws for both burrowing and snapping, w 1ch
B mutiz addicted 10 digging wself into the dan of
Gond chuldren, H:p&ﬂy or our peace of mind, 1t 18
only vinble underncath the microscope.

Acasia. The blacksmith subinbe of Gonds, a small
wybe only ten thousand strong, wha lixe wostly on the
\faikal Range, and gan 2 saanty bving by makmg
ploughshares, axes, etc, for thewr neighbouss who, most
impsoperly, look down on them and refuse to cat {rom
thar F:;: They worship the usual Gond deties, but
on speaal festnals do honour to the inytruments 1n the
forge and adore Lohar Sur, the black demon of the
iron kilns,

At A very large and umportant Hindu caste, at
icant threequantas of a mithion of them Ine m the
Central Prownces slone. In most of our wllages there
1 2 f3auly of Abirs, whose duty 1t 15 1o Jook after all
the cows and milk them  For this service, every filth
day they are allowed to keep all the midk of the willage
for themsclves. They regard haushna as ther special

ton, as he was huaself a cowherd., Ther favourte
estieal 1 the Marhay, when they get drunk and perform
vary exating dances that symbolize ther adventures 1
the forest.  \n Ahir 1y most useful 1n an Ashram which
has consanily 10 entertn v, for amost eyeryone
il o3t from has katchen,  For, av Eha says, *hus Tamily
having been connected for many generataas with the
ucred animal, the cow, be enjoyt a certam conscousness
of moral rupectability. ke 2 man whote uncles are
dc:\m ot canans

1N Axeant, Provaded you hase the patience o
Tor 11, there 1 3 lot of cntextainment 1o l?:hnd lmml$:,
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NQTES

and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
:)n?lg:lc??nmd off 17 a dased coupe of its own and
reserved entisely for the use of offiaals  There you bave
Baiza Land, a counury that séems utterly remote and

ag they were. The Basgas, thiyseien thousand of
x;mnw:te w be found sgc:ur:cd !11 over the hlls of
Mandla, Bilaspur and Balaghat. Thewr villages are very
@ifferent from the Gond villages. In she [mter every
haute stands by wself in 1us own field, and normally 2
bome conuys of four Jutle bouses arranged about a

to the
"~y
. doors,
S
are not nearly so ddean as the Gond bouses  The Baigas
wear more dothes than they used 1o, but they sull wear
foss than most people, and except when it 13 Yery cold
they prefer 0 go pracucally naked  For they were
aeatal immeduacly alier the beginmag of the world
‘Thew ancestors, Naga Baga and Nagin Baigin, were
‘born of serpeats 1n the midst of the isr:(ut, and seemng
thewr nakedness Parameshwar offered them 2 Shotr e
yands fong  But they refused 1 2y bemng unnecessary,
and some gods wha were watching the scene temarled
that they were not
Nanga Bagas (naked
1okta 10 be made abou s
uic fhung about tie Bargas 1 not thewr nudity bot ther
dootion (o beuar cultnation. The Bags selects a
partion of the forest, fells the wees and sees the whole
Wang on Gre.  He sows ks seed i the ashes, and after
the Tainy, g an excellent oop  Alter downg ths for
KXOE Lme, he moves 00 to anather patch. The Forest
Depattment wag almost bound 1o interfere wuh thyy
practice, and 3 block of wenty thousind 300 was set
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ROTES

collection of records of the vesgn of Akbar It references
to the Gonds suggest that they were a good deal more
important and prosperous than they are today, though
the period of their supremacy had already passed,
There were, for example, two great landlonds, Hustee
Rao *whose country 13 over run by the wbe of Gond.
Here are wild clephants,” and Beeja Rao who com
manded fifty casalry and three thousand infantn)
Doongur Khan ¢ ded 2 sumlar b “The
are both of Gond tnbe’ Then there 13 a mysteriow
reference to Rullem, ‘an ancent aty, famous for
buffaloes  Near st s 3 zenundar named Bubjeo of the
tribe of Gond, and he s also alled Chanda  He
commands a thousand analry and forty thousand
fantry  In Beeragurh s a diamond mane, and here are
mapufactured flowered stuffs. It s dependent upon
Bubjco who has but lately conquered 1. Near it are
found wild clephants w great number’

Avarsantax The sacred Wl wlach s the souree of
the Narbada and the Son, both holy rvers. It 1 saud
thag Brabma shed two tears, one on cach side of the hill,
and from these tears the rivers took thar rse It i
today one of the dullest and dirtest of all the
pigrim places of Indsa over whiach Brahma now nught
well shed more tears than tvo with a few temples—
several of them falling down a tumbledown bazaar 3
aumber of dharmashala or rest houses for pilgruns and
a tank full of durty water in which everyone takes 3 bath
Once a year there s a great mela or fotival, which i
attended by large num of Gonds who take the
opportumty ta de a hutle shopping Amarkantak wa
given o the Raja of Rewa State an vecogmition of hay
senvices ta the Government during the Induan Mutny

Asnmax A setilement, in which 3 nuinber of people
hive together for relizious or soaal senue

Bucas.  Imagine the Garden of Eden alter the Fall
Adam and Eve restored to a conditional tenancy g
glades and forests now ravaged by the sin of sman, the
whole arca however neatly tidied up by the torem

178




NOYES

neck and plamed it head downwards o the ground. Tt
soon sprouted a¢ the Erse of all bamboos,

Bimts. A small subinbe of Gonds, liang mamly mn
the Mandla and Scom Duwicts, Like the Pardhans,
they are musioans and dancers, but they look down on
the Pardhans and sefuse to eat with them  Qoe duffer
ence between the two tnbes 1s that the Pardhans only
beg from Gond houses, while the Bhumas will go any-
where; anotber difference 1s that the Pardhans play on
the Angn, and the Bhymas on the tuma The ingn
s a more claborite mstrument and tunes can be
played on 1t, on the fuma it 1y only possible to make
a rhyth 0 pany the dance
Lakshman made the first kingn, but Bhumsen made the
first tuma  The Bhunas hae houses but only Ine in
them dunng the rasns, they have no felds. “Ths s
our ficld and bullocks, they say, pownung o the tuma.
They wonlup Bura Deo the great god of the Gonds,
but they are not much concerned with the other Gond
deities who are ausoaated with the crops or the house-
hold. They indignantly rejected the sugp: that
they were Hindus, although they celebrate many of the
Hindu dewties in thewr songs (but diae ts just custom,
they awud) and pracuse child marnage. They do not
«ll Drah for ther m fact ther
women refuse o eat from the hands of Brahmns,
though th:& will eat with Gonde, Within the tribe,
icre are the regular exogatuous septs, enerally with
Gond mnawes, Mamabs, Paren, 3 (n\ﬁam, Durwa
Tetam. (Thus Wt w exactly the wme 25 Rusells)
If 3 gurl auoaiates with a Panks, she 25 put cut of the
wibe and v nae taken but sf she goes to 3
Pardban she can be veadmuted of she pres 2 fease,
She must go down o the river, and 1 hufcl of her har
i qul Then mndu%u thrown at her, and she 1
Yed aczoss the niver en she fetums, spreads a cloth
oa e ground, and e food 1 placad on it. The chuef
man of her sept eats fisst, and then the other membery
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NOTZES

asde for bewar  Thes block ¢ the Buga Chowk i e
Mandla District  Here some sesenty families have
settled and sull pracuse thewr ancent method of
culuvation, though many of thet have been persuaded
to take to the plough  But no Bagas plough save with
a wistful heart.  Beuar 1s thew tradition, it 1s e ther
blood, 1t 1s the marl. of thesr race, st 18 the sole remunder
that they were once hings of the forest  God Hamself
came 10 thewr great ancestors as they were catiag rools
i the jungle and showed them how to do beasr, guing
them the first sceds with his own hands, The Baigas
hase 3 passionate dove for beusr ¥ have no doube that
ths almost rehgions devouon s connccted wah ther
reverence for \otlier Earth  Now because of hupger
and the strange faws of tUns Aal Yug, they have to dis
honour her, lacerating her {air breasts with the plough
The Baygas arc geaerally segarded sith a certaun
amount of awe They are wn greas demand as priests
and wizards for the Gonds They can turn you mto
a fox or jacksl or cross a rnver by standing on lene,
or make 2 but of wet rag stand upright an the uir Only
the Baga can sase your bfe o jou have been unlucky
cnough to mect thas dreadful snabe wih 3 red aex
on us head which teaves 3 af of fire betand u, the
mere sight of which will tum you black and make you
dic w2 agony  Qn more mundane matters the Basgas ate
less eapert.  When ¢he first engine camne along the hie
mto the district a Basga was found affering 11 3 black
cock under the unpreson that 1 was some vl spinsg
They are almost entarely sfliterate Many of them can
not 2dd. They have no sense of weasurement They
say that a kot (nommally twe mdul s the dutance
between one prpe and the imperate desue for another
A most romantic and snteresting thbe, fulf of wmanr
Bisor. A small caste of workess in bamboo who
tmake baskets, ueves, wooden Hutes, winnowing fans amé
bamboo mats. They say that the it Baxor o the days
when these were no bamboos, touk i sahe frusms Sk s
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NOTIS

A fire b burning in e comt.

The lantan fickers in the bowe.

Q my beloved 1 bave spent the ought with you.

And now the day hus come, you must away

Before the froas Galls on the nillage pab

You mwt lenve me.

But smile 2t me, beloved, sog me a new sang before you go.

Qur bed & prated vedo

Red ase the blankets,

For those four months of nin and happincs say with me,

Fat four months remun with me

In the tacs no oae laves hs beloved.

I you g0, § mannot eat, I cannoy drink.

£ will 04 5o jor in anyitung

So say for the months of rua 2ad happuest vl we.

Binxsey  The cultus of Bhiumsen 15 strange and w
toaung  On, naxcl:( one of the five Pandava brothers,
be: bay been wlected out of the coure body of Hundu
Iegend for al hanour by the aboniginal tnbes, To
the Basgas, he 1 the god of ramn. To the Gonds, he
1t the embodiment of manly sirengih,  He 1s assocated
manly wath rocks, mountams and mers  Not far from
haranpa are two hills one on cach ude of the valley,
The stosy 1 that Blumien, artying a covar? Like any
Gond wis wilkiag uwp the villey, gew wred and
dumped tus two great foads on eiher ude, uhu:upon
they med into the two hilly, Dhuu and Lin, In
the Lapha Zeoundan of Bulaspur, the hills Chitogarh
and Palma and Dhutent axe all rehios of Bhimsen.  He
went out @ get fruse from the jungle; he had 2 dhstons
(haiker) wn one hand, and two more w his cowar
Sume wlligers ame runming and aying that bas house
w13 on Gre, and he dropped hus loads and made for
tome. The 10ads ware petnfied nto the rocky hills
th‘n remun o ths day  Acording to the Bhumas,
Blumeen was present al the aeauon of the waorld.
3 A souer
.mm.'mu"d"x:’m“h‘m"‘“‘““."“““““
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NOTES

of the wibe follow uilt, and she is readmitted to a3
her tribal prisileges.

The Bhimas dance and sing very well, The women
wear no ornaments and dress in Hindu style. An old
man and woman danced and sang together in delight-
ful fashion in the Ashram. They have a deep rever
ence for their tuma, and worship it at Dassera and in
the spring. Bhumsen is thar great hero, from whom
they take their name. They sing both bhauan and
karma; the bhajen are very comsentional, but the
karma have greater character, ~ Here arc a fow examples,

As they plough the fields, the shecobra huws

O my darhng, you are my Lile, you il my thoughts
In your hands i my hle, my Jeath

But as the cobra hussey,

So will 11f you are fauhless

In his own village, be was harmless & 2 dove,

But unce he came here, he has turaed into a .
For as the rat bates its way Into the store of grain,
S0 you have caten your way into my heart

No other land i3 Like our own
All other paris are strange 23 Bengal 1o us

1 you doscst thus forcst, what other wibl you find}
Come and wmeep wah both your eyes

Whale § was with you, I used to Iaugh

Laughing, T talked with you

But then 1 onover thoughs that we would hare to pant
© stay—no other land 1 lde our owe

A young gir} with waint so siender

I can put my Gagers round i,

Is powng down (0 the well for water

Yotk swaying hups she goa

! tlunk, aad thund, iy Wie yrarns wath desee

Look, there she goer, e haw her body swaps
Her pot i made of Lronze xad coppuer

These 13 water i the pol.

Looh bow the latle darhing gocs,

Her wast s amall 1 ould put my Gegos vound W,

182



HOTXA

all 38 Kokra Deo wat the mose arabbed and ifl fsoured I those
days Bhumuen wanted o dam up the Bainganga to make 2 fub
pond, aa he begin 2t might, far the deatas only work at mght,
and ¢ began 1o teax wp the huls by (he roons and to throw
them dewn fata the valley That big spur near the bend of the
aver iy pbe, 3nd 15t big hog backed Wil whese the Gurera Deo
aulf oo b another A Lintle gap ool remained, he e gap
betwrey the Dills where the mver st} runs, and Bhimsen torded
bard, lor i he could pot da it belore mormung he would never
de adle {0 do 1t at afl, S0 be tore vp two fulls by the roots aad,
1ying them to the ends of bis safl, élung them across bu shoulder
and arried tem down o the rvex; bug just befose be got there
the ok Otw  Bhimsen fung down hus Joad in & rage, and there
are the il 1 tha day; thete, the conical onar out i e plan
And he buzlad anay bus sal? saost e rives; they say at s stlll

o b scin some tharty mides from beres it 1 of stons, 2od u forty
pacet ladg.

But the Wainganga went on w s course, secking 2
wift, and 31 last won the lovely hittle Hun.

As the Central Provinces abounds i curiously thaped
hilh, Bhamen probably recenes almost umuversal
reneration.

Cinesriiscarut - Eastern: Hinds includes three da
Jectt, Auadhd, Bighelt and Chbattsgarhs  Awadhn
Baghell (for the two are prachcally the same)

18 spaken
w Mandls, but round Karanpa, which L ml:" the
Wrdas of the v » we 1w ' . ddas.
pur. 3t 5 30 M

L
almost indnur, . . -

- ]
spoken by at leant four million le

ufoi;zs #o literature wotth the npa;?g i he £, bt

e A large case of Sbomem, wat
and domesuc  servante Apparens) b)" q:;‘m:x;
sboriginal tnbe., the Dhumary have {m:n promoted 1o
3 yonvon withy Hudu soacty that allows them 1o
gy food 30d waier 1 admost anygne, Rusself
seoads 3 plaant wwy about hem. One day when
Mahader and Pavad we uavelling, the podden
becasme vary snd, 30 Mabader areated four men from
pii]



NOTES

“The Great God sat i the midst of the prunesal
ocean, and made a crow from the rubbings of his body
This aow Kaneag, went here and there oser the
waters and at last found halramal huar, the great
tortoise  In his paw a uny gram of carth was sticking
The crow peched 1t off and brought it to the Great God
who smd Sow 1t 1n the sca. In a few days the canth
began to sprout and grew all over the ocean  So God
went to look at 1t taking his wife with hum But the
newly grown carth was unstable 1t shafted here and
there, you couldnt stand on 1t S0 God sent for
Blumsen  He was as usual gong about, beat beneath
hts conar and when God told fum of h ‘Pcrplczut
he put down his loads one on ather side of the carth
and balanced it After that the carth became firm
Such 13 the account of areanon that our Bhuma suitors
gave us  The Bhimas also worship Bhimsen 23 the
maker of the first tuma the mohan baja, the guitar of
comfort, with wiich Stta was soothed when once she
was cnraged with Rama,

As the god of streogth Bhumsen alie tned to inter
fere wuth the counse of rivers  When the Marbada m
a rage was runming away from Amarkantak towards the
sea Blumsen tried to stop her first at hapildbara—but
she ran between his legs and leapt down a hundred fect
—and then at Blumkundi—but she changed hersclf into
a fish burrowed o the ground and came up the
other sde of ham  After that say the Gonds Bhimen
got ured of the Narbada

ually unsuccossful was hss atternpt on the Wam
gangs  Swerndale in b Seont, or Camp Life on te
Satpura Range rclates a story that he heard from an
old Bayga

In t @ long 830, before we Conds came into eastenie and ste
countsy was pecplad by deotar (1 e godiy the Hoti 21e7 war taen
snd wit 1o be marr of o the Wa nangs  ABY s those days che
Wi 5,30,8 wad & Bnor qiver than it s pow Dhimsen 1t 8
he dud  Thue were Dongar D amnd Sunusd Deo and hulrs Dyu
and oer 30 wany deoles Lot Bbimen war ahe sooat perwertel o
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duly boacured, & wedding should never be marsed by storm or
i, and 1hat no one who Ent presented & share of us weal 1o
Hardaul should ever waet for food. Axiar tomphicd with these

Tequois and unce that time Handauls ghort bas heat wandupped
1 enery wllige,

Hardul s tomb gamned a more simister notoriety when
Lord Hasungy' army was encamped near his grove i
Bundeiihand, and 2 cow was taken to be shanghtescd
bende the shune, At onte, it b said, cholera broke
out in the cump, and spread all aver India, only ceanng
where shrines weze exected to the outraged ghost.  For
this reason, Hardud 1s not only honoured at the tune
ol marnage, but whencier there 1s an epidemic of any
tnd, but ufs:cm) where there 1s cholera. Ouuside
our willage, Hardul Baba sbares the shnne of Thakur
Deo and Mothes Eanth

Juesazar Bagay  Oune of the most honourable men
' the India of hus day  Large, lowng, lovable, great
bearted Jamnalalul A man spanng of hus speech, you
felt that every word he uttered might be audited by 2
dhased accountant.  He was for ywas Yresident of
the All Iadsa Spusnens Assocsation and Treasuser of the
Sndian Nanona) Congress. He tock 3 leading part
1lanpn wotk and willage reconstruction. A wan of
eely wealth he Ined s great smplidty  Ie was
rom him that 1 fist heasd the word Gaeg, and i fus
house a1 Wardha that owr work was ongimally planped.
haun Caee. I the extseme east of the Mandia
Dutnict, at the meehing place of Mandla, Bulaspus and
Rewa State J1 s only theee moles from Amarkantak.
It ket us name from Rabudas, a leader of the habir
panth sect of the Pankas But of you cxpect anything
soung hat, you will be dmippouted.” There u a
'y nice wgn pout by the woadsde, and when we wers
there Lt a2 dead cow A Jong way off wan admirable
dak busgalow whese you aan ‘ipend some plexsant days
“l;m\hc Yot westher and sﬁ: uzer shooting 1s gooZi.
104 munn 1 exped o find 2aythin, im0
phese of that Rabur whowe pomn{uv:gbginlhxcc:hum
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Thakur Deo, thou art Hardulal, thou art the protecior
of our village. Tell us the uuh.’

1E the name is not apparent immediately, the same
procedure is followed day after day. At Iast when it
is known whether it was a witch or a spirit and who it
was, promises are made, 3 bargain is struck and the day
is fixed on which the price is to be paid.

Su&posc the gunia has promised a black chiden.
On the appointed day the villagens all go ounide the
village, and kindle a_small fire, on which they bun
ghee. They scatter rice on the ground, aad hold the
chicken above it, Then the guniz utiers a mantrs, and
releases the chicken.  If it eats the rice it is 3 sign that
the offering has been accepted: if it veluses, perhaps it
is not adequate, a goat may be required. Directldy the
chicken eats, the gunia breaks its neck. and sprinbles
a littde of the blood on the smoking ghee,  All'it over,
the witch or spirit is appeaswed, and the man is free of
his discase.

Harout Bama. The cult of Handul Baba is cven
stranger than that of Bhimsen. For Bhimsen has a
certagn romantic dignity, there is an antiquity about
him.  But Hardul was simply a young Don Juan who
tried to seduce his brother's wafe and was poisoned for
his pains. V. A. Smith has published an atutract of
the Legend of Hardaul

After the tragody, o happened thac the daugbtes ol Kunjaeat,
the sister of Jhajhar and Hardaul, was about 0 be mannd
Runjavatl accoringly sent an invitation 1o Jhahar (who bad dune
the pousning) and toquoted hum 1o auend the wolding  He
refused, and mockingly replied that she had better invie her
favounite brother Iardawl Thereupon she went s dopar to
bis towab, and lamented aloud  Ihnliod from tklow Anemerad
her cnen, asd sant that he wuuld come o the weddirg and make
A xraagements  The ghowt Lept i promaoe, atd artdngnd e
nuptuals ab befitted the bovour of his bouse Subsequently  he
vuitad a1 Dight the dedinle of ARbar, aod Loouiht e Fanpurue
1o command chebulras 1o be aenal and bonout faud 10 buw o

very village througd e Lapuse, pl that 1f be were
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all the mountains of Indsa to gne a home to the
Natbada, but as she was then unknown and obscure
only the Makal Hufls responded. The Narbada 1
ometmes aalled Maskal kanys daughter of Makal

staspta DisTricy A tangled confusion of peak and
range this beautiful and remote dutnct i3 bounded
on the North by Jubbulpore and Rewz on the South
by Balaghat, on the West by Seomi the scene of Kly
tings fungle Hooks and on the East by Bdaspur It
13 2 high tableland, at the lowest shuteen hundred feet,
nung 1o 3454 feet which 18 the height of Dhut a hill
three mides digtant from Karanpa.  Mandla 1s a famaus
shooting distset.  Its raunfall s from 50 to 60 anches
annually and the chunate 1s good though the end of
the rainy season 13 very unhealihy  Its language s
Gondi and the Baghels and Chhattsgashs dialects of
Eastern Hunde  Mandla 13 very sparsely populated and
the area under cultivation s only twentyone per cent.
Gonds and other aborsgnals form &ty four per cent of
the population  The dutrict has fewer motor buses
rnt {ewer people to jatl duning the Civil Dusobedience
‘osement, and has almost the lowest densay of popu
tation of all the dutricts fn the Province.

“anzana  This wondaful sner flows from Amar
¥anak only eleven miles from haranga to Broach i
the Bambay Prendency. a course of over eight hundred
mles It 13 sad that it sprang from the body of Sua,
and many people hold 110 be &ven more sacred than
the Ganzes to have your sins forgnen, you must bathe
in the Gangey 1t znough lﬁmk 3t the Narhada.
The Rewo Pusans 30 {act, dedared long ago that the
Ganges would derease i uncuty after 1h¢°)ar 1805,
and the “abada would ineresse more and o g
Many sadhus spend yean of ther Wle wandenng i
and d:wn M3 hf;\t. aud % 11 an act of the \et)‘°ﬁ‘:xx

ety 10 go on pilsnimage I
Tt sacree and 'Sar.kl:;m:m the smouth of the ter

Tawr A Fands 6 3 succenful 3nd duunguuhed
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so beautifully i Enghsh by Rabindranath ‘Tagore and
Exelyn Underhill, for he was never near the place.

Korsus A delightful and snteresting Munda tribe
of the western districts of the G.P, some hundred and
fifty thousand swong  They are now largely Hiadu
outlook, and are more genesally respected than other
prunitnes, apparently because thc{‘ wonhip the wn
and moon which naturally gives them a good status,
Tt 18 sad that though there are no fewer than nx diffen
ent words meaning ‘to wash® wn the Rorku language,
the act tself 13 not common among than. But the
Korlus I knew 1 Betul were very dean and decent
people

Lavaxa, or Bampara. The caste of camiers and
gipsies. Vary picturesque and bandsome. In many
dustricts they are regutered as 3 cuminal tnbe bt in
spite of their babit of steahing our goal posts for fire
wood they do not appear to be 30 reganded 1 Mandla
They worshup Banjari Devy, and at the wp of every
{s:ss, there 15 a great pue of stones tat represents bher
VYhenerer 2 Lamana passes he throws one more an o
the heap

Masua. Bama latifolis The seeds are made into
ot and country hquor s dusulled from the flowen.
Liquar s regasded by the Gends as 2 valuable febn
fuge have some brandy brother they uz to me when
I get malana have some brandy and you i} be all night
Buc I believe that st onlv Vermouth which is really
any use as a prevensasse for fever and the Gondr of
cousse, cans get that Moy wsually @an

Masar Hits A moumain ran,e <onnecting the
Vindhyas with the Satpuras s fores-coverad slopes and
platesus are now largely otcupied by Gonds, thouzh
onge many sages did penance haxe  Malkala Rishs was
onc Kapila Muns was another  Vyas Brighu and
Agauya are 3bo named So dhe Maukal Mills ace
sacred, both for the haly [eer that wod them and abo
because they are the sourte of the harbads and the
Son. The Markandeys Purana tells how %ava alled on
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gunts  There 13 no difference 1 fus funcuons. e
hicrally a medicne-man

Pania A oste of weavers and wadlage watchmen

g over (wo huntidred th 1t the CP the
wmajority of whom have become habsrpanthus. They
arc rather despised by the Gonds who like to make johes
about them, but they are a very dever and alert people,
and with proper education would go far

Prvpia Rosp. An unpleasant latle wonn Jarpely
occupred by birds of prc[, on the Bilaspur hatm hae
It 18 the railway station for karsapa from which it s
happily thirty three mules distant The budding of
thus ratlway was not casy for above all other difficulties
a sadhu asusted by two ennrmous snakes opposad 1
constructian and so bewitched the labourers on the line
that many of them fell if}

Rats In Mandla District there 1 a vallage called
Choukhar the rats hole  Long ago the gods imnvned
the whole world 1o dinner  But just as they were about
o st down 1o the banquer 3 rar scuttled agoss the
room_and all the Gonds present at once began to chase
i They Iolloned wt as far as Chobdbas where ut
csca nto 123 hole  \When the Gonds returned they
found thas the othier guests had eaten all the denner
So they picked up the seraps that rematged mined 2
httle water with them and 3te the otixture which they
alled pey and wlich they hase caten ever aunee

Russtit  Twnrs awp Castrs ar yue Crvmras Mo
sinces of Isoia Thus o the standard work on the
tribes of the Central Provinces, perhaps just a fitle out
of datc now with a certam puinber of gaps w s n
formation  and its account of the Gonds marred by
muddhing up the Manas Raj Gonds and other Gonls
all 1 one unwicldy artcle

Sy Termnahia tomentos. The uaed dwcllin,

lace of Bura Deo the Great God of the Gonds

hese & noho]nh more binduzg than one tiken o 3
sz of the holy s

Fraxiz Bio :{ benignant old spuit the huband
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Vexzzear Disease. I make no apology for my fre
quent and open references to this, for 1 one of the
most obviows facs of mnbal hife mn thu wrea. It s not
spread by prosutution, which 1t uskoown, but s due
to the very free sexual babis of the tibes. The usual
ofiaal returns for the inadence of the diseases are far
100 low, for since the Gonds regard them as the rallt
of wicheraft—if 3 woman goes 2 man siphibis that
proves abe 13 3 wilch~they do not usually go to duspen
sanies for treatment.  Mr Grigsen s2ys of the conditions
in Bastar State (where there 13 an oserwhelmung map-
sty of Mana and Muna Gonds) that ‘the almost
universal opinton of the wore of medical practitioners
1 the State 1s that venereal disease 1 not truly endemic
among the aborizinals, but 15 spread among them by
petty Hindu and Mohammedan oficals, waders, ae’
Qur experience hag been that the Gonds are more fre-
quently afficted with 3 sumple and uncomphcated v
of gonorthaa, generally becominy  chromi; while
svphilis 15 more common among the lower Hindu cstes
who work as labourers side by side with the Gonds
This may be due to the fact that there is sery lidde con
nexion between the Gonds and ther Hindu naghbours,
and 1f the Gonds onee got gonorrhaea st would spread
nght round the tnibe, but not bayond 1. The abon
ginals respond very quickly to treatment, and our own
viflagers have come 1o bediene very strongly n ingec
tions, 3o much so that xhcr demand injections for every
concesvable discase  In Karanpa fully seventy fise per
cent of the people are affected with vencreal discase,
amd st 1s the gravest of problems to know bow to deal
with it.  Of counse, the oniginal Syplidus wat a peasant
In Fracastor's potm on the Morbus Gallicus, Le dow
eribes how the shepherd Syphalus enraged the god
Apollo by huis evl deals, and was punished by 2 new
discase 0 which he gase bis name. The Gonds of
Chanda and Bastar suffer greaddy from yams 3 dis
casc which, though not venereal, rocmbles l)ghdu n
s mamfeanons and respoads reahily 1o the same
treatment






Veagreas Diszase. I make no apology for wmy lre-
quent and open references to this, for 1t 13 one of the
most obvious facts of tbal life 1 this ares It 18 not
spread by prostitution, which 18 unknown, but is due
to the vary {ree sexual habuts of the wibes.  The wual
official requrns for the incidence of the duscases are far
t00 low for since the Gonds regard them as the roult
of witcheraft—1f 3 woman gives a man syphilis that
proves she is 3 witch—they do not usually go to dupen
saries for treatment.  Mr Grigson says of the conditions
i Bastar State (where there 1s an overwhelmung majo-
nty of Mana and Muna Gonds) that  the almost
universal opiuon of the seore of medical practuances
sn the State 1s that sencreal disease is not tsuly endemic
amaong the abonizinals but 1s spread among them by
petty Hindu and \Mohammedan officals tradery ot
Qur expenence has been that the Gonds are more fre
quently afflicted with a simple and uncomplicated tipe
of gonorthaea  generally “becomng  chronie  while
ssphilis 15 more common among the ﬁmtr Hindu castes
who work as Iabouren nde by nide wiuth the Gonds
Thus may be due to the fact that there 15 sery hittle con
nexion between the Gonds and ther Hindu nesghbours,
and if the Gonds once got gonorthea 1 wauld ipread
night round the tnbe but not beyend it The abon
gnals respond very quickly to treatment and ous own
sillagers have come to believe very stromyly insnjec
tions. so much 50 that they demand tajections for exery
concenable ducase  In Raranpa fully scaenty five per
cent of the people ate allected with sencses) duease
and 1t 1 the gravest of problems to know how to deal
with it.  Of course the onginal Syphilus was a peasans
In Fracastors pocm on the Morbus Gatlicuy be des
aibes haw the shephard Syphslus enraged the god
Ayoﬂo by bis evil deeds. and was punuhead by 3 new
disease to which he gane hu name The Gonds of
Chanda and Batar sufler greatly from ysws 3 div
case which though not sencreal rocmbles sphilis i
sty mansfestations and raponds sradily to the mme
treatment.






